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Shirley, Hoke H., Sr. (1894-1985) was a native of Apple Valley, Georgia. He graduated from 

Mercer University. Shirley served as pastor of churches in Georgia and Florida 

including First Baptist Church in Ocala (1941-1944), First Baptist Church in Pahokee 

(1948-1951), First Baptist Church, Eustis (1951-1955), First Baptist Church in Fort 

Lauderdale, and Palm Springs in Florida. He and his wife, Beth, had one daughter 

and one son.  
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
PAHOKEE

The Baptist pioneers met under a shade tree to 
worship, the first message being brought by Brother 
E. M, C, Dunklin of Okeechobee, of the Baptist Mission 
Board.

Under the leadership of Pastor A. J. York the 
group formed what is now the First Baptist Church in 
March 1922, The first building measured 20 by 30 feet 
and was dedicated by Brother Dunklin.

"Father” York led the church 1922-1923. He was 
followed by:

Raymond H. Nolte 1923-24; Earl Lewis 1925-1927; 
W, C, Taylor 1927-1929 under whose leadership the sec­
ond house of worship, a 50 by 80 foot building, was 
built.

S. A. Rennicks served from 1929-1931; James P. 
Rodgers 1931-1934; Jack Dalton 1934-1936; Spencer F. 
Beard 1938-1941; Carl A. Moberg 1941-1948; {tloke H. 
Shirley 1948-1951; W, Hal.Hunter 1951-1954;- James E?

^d~195^-1960; Guthrie Colvard 1961-1969; 1969-1979 
unknown at present. In 1979 Joe Hudson come and is 
still serving with the membership of 901.
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Florida Features
Ronald Rowe is the new pastor of 

Ridgewood Church, Orange Park, effective 
July 7. He is a graduate of Jacksonville 
University and Southeastern Seminary. He 
has been in the ministry for 20 years and 
comes from Front Street Church. Statesville, 
N.C.

Dennis Pledger has resigned as pastor of 
Gulf Beach Church, Panama City, to enter 
evangelism. He may be contacted at 
P.O. Box 878, Panama City, FL 32402, or 
(904) 234-8892.

Paul Brooks, pastor of First Church, 
Marianna, has resigned to accept the call as 
pastor of First Church, Raytown, Missouri, 
effective August 1. Brooks is vice chairman 
of the State Board of Missions.

Ray E. Melton (left), pastor of San Jose Church, Jacksonville, receives a check for $37,500 
from Cliff Matthews of the Florida Baptist Convention toward the purchase of the new site 
for the Crown Point Mission. The mission is located on Old St. Augustine Road in one of 
the fastest-growing areas of Jacksonville. The check comes from the new church site fund 
made possible through the State Mission Offerings.

Calvary Church, Jasper, recently dedicated 
a fellowship building. Shown standing in 
front of the new building are, left to right: 
W.H. Kramer; Dennis Deese, pastor; and 
George Smith. Kramer and Smith are 
deacon*

SIX

Bethel Church, Lakeland; homecoming, 
July 28; covered dish luncheon; William 
Wilson, speaker; The Suncoast Quartet, 
special music; pastor, Harry J. Rhodes.

Dennis F. Bucher is to be the new minister 
of music at Lakeside Church, Lakeland, ef­
fective August 1. He is a graduate of Loyola 
University and New Orleans Seminary. He 
comes from First Church, Charlotte, N.C.

Arthur McMillan will be the new director 
of missions for the Shiloh Association, effec 
tive August 1. He comes from Haverhill 
Church, West Palm Beach.

Paul W. Murray has retired from First 
Church, South Bay, effective June 30. His 
43’/2-year career included a number of 

pastorates in Florida. He is available for 
supply, interim and revivals. He may be 
reached at 404 NE First Street, Belle Glade, 
FL 33430 or (305) 996-5027.

First Church, Plant City’s high school 
choir. “First Foundation Singers,” recently 
concluded a 12-day mission singing and 
ministering to ten maximum security prisons 
in North Carolina, Georgia and Florida. The 
group, directed by music minister George 
Collins, has ministered in prisons for the last 
four summers. This year 193 professions of 
faith were registered. Lonnie Shull, pastor.

Lonnie and Hazel Shull of First Church, 
Plant City, have just returned from Quito, 
Ecuador, where they were inspirational 
speakers for the 1985 mission meeting 
(July 2-10) upon invitation of the Foreign 
Mission Board. Among the missionaries ser­
ving in Ecuador is Florida’s Mark Robbins.

Willard L. Mays

Sharp Succeeds Mays 
As Palm Leaf Pastor
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TAMPA—Bob Sharp, minister of ata 
lion and outreach at Palm Leaf Bapt 
Church here, has been called to sent 
pastor following the sudden death in Ji 
of Willard L. Mays who served as pastor! 
16 years.

Mays died of an apparent heart am 
while attending the Southern Baptist Co 
vention annual meeting in Dallas.

CHURCH

Two Florida Ministers Dead

J. Elwood Rawls, for 42 years a mira 
in Florida, died of leukemia at the age of' SawSrrra5"issic« 

, • VICTORY. SNEADSon June 12 in Miami. ww. ,«rx covenant ntW
A native of Pensacola, Rawls send 

pastor at Spencer Memorial and Bab 
Point Churches, Tampa; Delaney Stu 2*5“ cmahIwS 

Church, Orlando; FlagamiChurch,Mia 
and First Church, Homestead, He sen IJFESway 
also the Miami Baptist Association. ISJIrstSC^ *tu

He is survived by his wife Virginia; 1 EEJMJm 
sons, James R. Rawls of Nashville, anaN 
Rawls of Orlando: and one granddaugbB

Hoke Shirley Sr., a minister frt XlSlu'njiiuM 
Wauchula, died July 5 at the age of 91! .
is survived by his wife, Beth; daughter,it 
Robert Burris of Pompano Beach; son Hi
Shirley, Jr.; seven grandchildren and IS mooksviu*. m» MEW HOPS. BROOKS! 
great-grandchildren. Eft™”

Shirley was a graduate of Mercer Ums SI0?,"*™- 
sity and served as pastor of several Gas St^NciTY 
churches including First Church of Si SSl'** f 
Point; Kirkwood Church, Atlanta; andG SiS.’KivlS 
tral Church, Americus. He served als 
pastor of First Church, Ocala, and I )!E)N£mLFUST 
Church, Ft. Lauderdale.

TEACHERS NEEDED
Elementary and middle grades; 
tification required. Contact: Cedi 
Hills Baptist School, Jacksonvife 
Fla. (904) 772-0812.

Church Librarians—is preparing cams 
cards your hardest job? Let a profassn 
libr arian prepare printed cards for you* 
50’ a set. Cards meet standards of K 
Church Library Development Plan, 
for details and a free sample card, to 
Cards, 108 Kyle Court, Gardendale.» 
35071.
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on January 30th. In these fires the church sus-
tained a loss of more than $100,000.00 with insurance
coverage amounting to $56,500.00. Artstngrrom this
heavy blow, the congregation, as a unit, with faith,
courage, and determination, began at once to rebuild.
Many friends from other denominations and within
our own denomination helped with donations and oth-
er means, and by June 10th, 1955 the main building
was completed and ready for use. Only four months
and ten days having elapsed before services were re-
sumed in its own building. During the rebuilding
period services were held in the Eustis High School
Auditorium. As soon as the new building was com-
pleted a movement was inaugurated to build addi-
tional space for the Sunday School. This building was
begun in June 1955 and was ready for use in Octo-
ber. The cost of the educational building was ap-
proximately $35,000.00. To pay for the cost of both
buildings the church negotiated a loan for$55,000.00
to be repaid over a. period of ten years.

Late in the year 1955, or early in 1956, a strip
of land 32 feet wide and 132 feet long immediately
in the rear of the educational building was given to
the church by Mr. and Mrs. Vance Brown. At the
same time the church purchased the balance of the
strip 32 x 132 on across the block, from Mr. and
Mrs. Brown for $600.00. This lot is used for a
parking lot. In the summer of 1956 the balance
of the Brown property was purchased for the sum
of $9,500.00. The house was fitted up for use as
a Nursery and the back lot is used for a recreation
facility.

The $55,000.00 loan was liquidated some four
years ahead of schedule to pave the way for future
expansion. In 1963, under the direction of Joe Hor-
ner, Superintendent of Training, the church led the
state of Florida in training awards by earning some
1200 study course awards.

In 1964 the church constructed a new educational
building, housing four Nursery Departments, two
Beginner Departments, three Primary Departments,
an Intermediate Department and a Married Young
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People's Department, at a cost of $75,000.00. This
building was dedicated in September, 1964, with
a former pastor, Dr. Hoke H. Shirely, delivering
the dedication sermon. Other 1964 improvements in-
cluded the paving of two church parking lots, and
the purchase of additional property west of the main
church. The present evaluation of all church prop erty
is $300,000.

All through the years that this church has been in
existence, the missionary and evangelistic spirit
has been held high and many souls have been con-
verted, and some have gone out to car-ny the Gospel
message to other peoples and lands. The Lord has
certainly greatly blessed, and thus the church which
started out in 1919 with 26 charter members today
numbers 760.-1<

Pastors who have served the church are Reverend
W. T. Dart, Oct. 2, 1919 to May 2, 1920, Reverend
J. N. Ford, July 20, 1920, to Sept. 7, 1921, Dr. E.
A. McDowell, Nov. 1, 1921 to Nov. 1, 1923, Rev.
E. A. Thompson, Nov. 1" 1923 to Jan. 1, 1925,
Dr. Q. C. Davis, Aug. 1, 1925 to May 30, 1926 (died
in office), Reverend John Stewart, July 1, 1926 to
August 31, 1927 (Supply), Reverend T. C. Mahan,
March 1, 1928 to February 28, 1929, Reverend Lloyd
P. Davis, June 1, 1929 to December 31, 1932, Rev-
erend Carl A. Howell, June 1, 1933 to February
13, 1938, Reverend John Hay, September 1, 1938
to July 12, 1942; Reverend Lewis D. Haines, Octo-
ber 11, 1942 to September 1, 1944; Reverend M. H.
Epperson, July 8, 1945 to December 13, 1950, Rev-
erend C •. S. Thomas and Reverend Turner Davis
supplied several months in 1951; Reverend Hoke H.
Shirley, December 12, 1951 to June 15,1955' Rever-
end Phillip C. Padgett, August 1, 1955 to 'October
18, 1959; Dr. Bob E. Patterson, March 12, 1960 to
August, 1961. Reverend Robert S. Geer, thepresent
pastor, began work here October 26, 1961.

Men who h ve served in this church as Deacons
are: W. B. Merck, George J. Dykes, W. B. Bur-
gess, R. A. Perry, H. H. Holder, J. G. Porter, T.
E. Webb, Jr., E. T. Mackey, J. L. Cross, J. Earl
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