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Shipley, Steve Don (1939- ) was born in Dallas County, Texas, the son of Steve Herman and
Vera Alice Luman Shipley. He graduated from Criswell Bible College. Shipley served as pastor
of churches in Texas and Florida, including Richland Baptist Church, Zephyrhills, 1981-1983.
He and his wife, Ardis M. Ragland Shipley (d.2002) had three children.



Steve Don Shipley
Pastor, Richland Baptist Church, 1981-1983

Steve Don Shipley, son of Rev. Steve Herman
Shipley and Vera Alice (Luman) Shipley, was born January
1, 1939, in Dallas County, Texas. Following high school
graduation he "longed for freedom and adventure," enlisted
in the U.S. Navy and "traveled far away from home." Despite
all he gained, he began to feel "alone and dissatisfied." On a
May evening, "on the catwalk of the USS Benningtron CVA
20, I returned to the teachings of my father and found my
heavenly Father waiting to receive me. I gave Him my heart
and soon felt the call to serve Him through the ministry."
Upon discharge, he returned to Texas. He was ordained at
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Dallas, and from 1971 to 1973,
attended Criswell Bible College, earning a Pastoral
J : Ministries degree. He and his wife, Ardis M. (Ragland)
/{& Shipley, were parents of three children, Don, Steve, and
L Kelly.

Prior to Richland, Rev. Shipley pastored West Side Baptist Church, Cleburne,
Texas; Rollingwood Hills Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas; and Central Baptist Church, Rylie
(Dallas), Texas. In 1975, he re-enlisted and served until his 1989 retirement. The Navy
brought him to Dade City, and he was responsible for recruiting at Pasco County high
schools. On March 29, 1981, he became pastor of Richland Baptist Church. Rev. and Mrs.
Shipley and Kelly lived in the pastorium on Richland School Road. His two and one-half
years of ministry were busy, happy and productive. He taught Sunday School, and Mrs.
Shipley was church organist. The congregation enjoyed spaghetti suppers, fish fries, cake
auctions, yard sales, lock-ins, and sweetheart banquets. He remembers that he "never had a
congregation so willing to work. When we had visitation, we had from 25 to 30 people to
come."

It was during Rev. Shipley's pastorate that Rev. Claude English was licensed and
ordained to preach. It also was during Rev. Shipley's pastorate that major renovation work
was done in the sanctuary. The north end of the building was expanded, seating capacity
increased, and a new choir loft constructed. Carpet was installed, and the front rooms were
converted into an office and cry room. The foyer, bell tower and steeple completed the
renovations. Rev. Shipley resigned in August 1983, when he was transferred to Charleston,
South Carolina, a duty station where he also served as a chaplain's assistant aboard ship.

He later earned degrees in Psychology and Christian Counseling, pastored Flower
Acres Baptist Church in Texarkana, Texas, and began a new work in his home that is now
First Baptist Church Midway in Texarkana. After 46 years of marriage, Mrs. Ardis Shipley
died on November 1, 2002.

Rev. Shipley has been pastor of Oaklawn Baptist Church in Texarkana for over six
years. He and his wife Jean live in Redwater, Texas, where they also have an online "Bible
Prodigals" ministry (bttp://bibleprodigal.com).



