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Shiell, William is a native of Pensacola, Florida. He graduated from Sanford University and
Baylor University. He served as pastor churches in Texas, Tennessee and Florida
including First Baptist Church, Tallahassee, Florida (2013-2016). Shiel served as
president of Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in Chicago, 2016-2023. He and his
wife, Kelly Shiell have two sons.



Dr. William D. Shiell is the eleventh President of Northern Seminary, where he also serves as
Professor of Pastoral Theology and Preaching. A native of Pensacola, Florida, Dr. Shiell holds
degrees from Samford University (B.A.) and Baylor University (M. Div., Ph.D.).

Dr. Shiell and his wife Kelly met while in college at Samford. They have two sons, Parker (17)
and Drake (11). Prior to coming to Northern, Dr. Shiell served as a Pastor of Baptist churches in
Texas (McGregor and San Angelo); Tennessee (Knoxville); and Florida (Tallahassee).

Dr. Shiell has published five books, primarily in New Testament. His pioneering work on the
book of Acts combines the best of New Testament rhetoric. ancient Greek and Roman art, and
oral interpretation for the church. His research interests are in the areas of the oral interpretation
of scripture and the interaction of audiences with the speaker. He continues to research and write
in the area of Performance Criticism as a member of the Society of Biblical Literature. His new
book on Acts is a volume in a sermon-based commentary series called Preaching the Word.

Bill’s love of scripture can be seen whenever he preaches. He is widely known for his public
readings of scripture from memory and has performed the Gospel of Mark in its entirety from

memory.

An avid runner, Bill enjoys timing his boys when they swim competitively and occasionally has
time for a round of golf. Bill loves Christ, his family, and the church.

https://www.visionconference.org/dr-william-d-shiell
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Dr. William Shiell was introduced as the new pastor of First Baptist Chuch on Sunday. First
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ill Shiell allowed himself a quick smile when more than 200
members of First Baptist Church of Tallahassee’s congregation
formed a prayer circle around him and his family.

Sheill, the newly-installed senior pastor at First Baptist, the 19th in
the church’s 163-year history, said before his installation ceremony
Sunday evening he knew the church was a historic place in downtown
Tallahassee. In the prayer circle, standing side-to-side with his two
sons, he became the next chapter in the church’s history.

“This is a historic church that has truly  attended by heads of other churches, com-
been a neighbor in the heart of downtown munity leaders and elected officials, in-

for more than 163 years,” Sheill said. “We cluding Mayor John Marks. Sunday’s ser-

_L_seektobeachurchthat is forthe city —we  vice in honor of Shiell included a guest ser-
, 4‘\’ live across Leon County and mon from Kyle Reese, senior pastor at

throughout the North Florida  Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church in Pen-
~ region.”
The ceremony was See »2A
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sacola. Reese has been
friends with Shiell since
the mid-90s.

The sermaon focused on
the importance of a name,
and how Shiell will truly
earn the title of “pastor”
while he works with and

fm.
“(Shiell) can preach,”
R s

that. When he prays with
you, when he celebrates
the triumphs of this great
church, you will give him
the name ‘pastor.’

“Tt’s not a name he can
attain on his own — it’s a
gift that is given with
great responsibility.”

Accepting the role of
senior pastor at First Bap-
tist also means accepting
a long-standing history.
First Baptist was estab-
lished in Tallahassee in
1849, when Tallahassee
had a population of about
1,800 pcople. The church
started with nine people.

By 1915 the congrega-
tion had grown to more
than 400 people. The
church was based in its
current location at the in-
tersection of College Ave-

nue and Adams Street.

“First Baptist has been
a stalwart in this commu-
nity,” Marks said. “You
have to continue that.
First Baptist will continue
to be a great institution
because of you. A faith-
based community helps
make a community the
kind of place it needs to
he‘!‘r

Several letters from
officials throughout the
city were read during the
ceremony. More than
onee the pairing of Shiell
and FBC Tallahassee was
called a “match made in
heaven." Shiell sat with
his family during the cer-
emony and shook hands
with each speaker before
stepping into the pulpit
himself.

He said one of his main
goals is to step outside of
the downtown area to
reach the rest of the Big
Bend.

“We'll be launching
several mission initia-
tives,” Shiell said. “We're
going to ncighbor the city
and share the needs and
hopes and lives and
dreams of 50 many across
our community and bring
hope and help to the
places that need it most.”



