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Sheppard, G. W. served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Lakeland in 1910 and 1911. 
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There is no record of the duration of Rev. G. W. 
Sheppard’s pastorate. The Association minutes for 1910 
record a membership of 696 for that year. These 
figures prove how well the work had been carried on 
by Rev. Sheppard and his predecessor. Rev. Tharp. 
Rev. Sheppard baptized 30 members in 1910 and re­
ceived 87 by letter. This is a growth of 481 members 
in seven years. Maybe this growth was because or 
through the nine ordained ministers and the five licen­
tiates who were of the congregation.

The financial condition of the church had improved, 
for $4,391.00 was contributed that year, with the 
Pastor receiving eighteen hundred dollars a year.

The Missionary Society flourished with sixty-four 
members, and contributed $288.35. The Sunbeams 
were thirty in number.

This we know about Rev. Sheppard's ministry. “His J 
works do follow him.” X

Dr. William D. Nowlin was called to serve the 
church March 12th, 1911, by a unanimous vote. The 
following resolution was made 
same time.

"As the Bible plan is God’s, 
best plan in finances as well as 
Resolve that we adopt the Bible 
system. Every member bringing
on the first day of the week and putting into the 
Treasury as the Lord has prospered them . . . and 
this fund shall be used, first, to pay the actual expenses 
of the Church, and at the end of each quarter the 
surplus, if any, shall be distributed among the different 
missions and charities.”

and adopted at the

which is always the 
in all other things, 
plan as our financial 
to the Lord’s house

[19]
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