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Segars, Edwin R., Sr. (1923-2006) was born in McBee, South Carolina. He served as associate
gy cvangelist and team representative for Christ For the World, Inc. before coming to

4 serve as pastor of Florida Shores Baptist Church, Orlando, 1967-1977. Segars and his
| wife, Dorothy Patterson Segars served as missionaries to Bangkok, Thailand and
Dankar, Senegal, West Africa for 3 '% years. The Segars’ had two children.
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The Rev.

Edwin Segars

read Bible

daily, helped Vietnamese refugees

By JOSEPH RASSEL
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

Every morning of his adult
life, the first thing the Rev. Ed-
win R. did was open his
Bible, read it and pray. No mat-
ter where he was — Africa,
Thailand, South Korea, India or
Orlando — his Bible was with
him.

a longtime Orlando
resident who recently moved to
Brooksville, died Sunday of
complications from a stroke. He
was 82.

“He was passionate for learn-
ing more about God and win-
ning souls,” said his daughter,
Patricia Lambright of
Brooksville. “He still studied
and read and took notes. He
wanted everyone to go to heav-
en.”
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During his 11 years there, he
was instrumental in relocating
hundreds of Vietnamese refu-
gees during the evacuation of
Vietnam, and helped to estab-
lish and organize the first Viet-
namese  Southern  Baptist
Church.

“He was the li-
aison between all
the denomina-
tions trying to find
homes for people
leaving Vietnam,”
Lambright  said.
“He had already
been to India and
South Korea and
had connections all over the
world. My parents took a family
of seven and sponsored them
and helped them get established
and on their feet.”

also worked at getting

SEGARS

sion field and served with his
wife as missionaries in Bang-
kok, Thailand, and also in Da-
kar, Senegal, West Africa,
where they helped establish
Baptist churches. The couple’s
overseas mission ended after 3%
years, though, when
contracted malaria and devel-
oped a heart condition.

After returning to Orlando,
was asked to serve as
chaplain for Edgewood Chil-
dren’s Ranch in Orlando.

“He would preach the ser-
vices on Sunday and counsel the
children and parents. He was
like their pastor to them,” his
daughter said.

Although Segarg retired from
Edgewood in the mid-1980s, he
continued to serve the church
by filling in at the pulpit for min-
isters who were out of town or
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Born in McBee, S.C.,
moved to Orlando 40 years ago
to serve as crusade director for
Christ for the World, a mission-
ary organization.

“He worked with Dr. E.J.
Daniels, who would go to differ-
ent places and preach cru-
sades,” Lambright said. “Dad
would go beforehand to get all
the churches together and talk
to the church leaders. He would
set up committees, get the tent
set up and make sure there was
restroom facilities. He made
sure the crusade had everything
that was needed, from altar
workers to a place for the evan-
gelist to stay. It was all about
winning souls.”

In 1968, Segars became pas-
tor of Florida Shores Baptist
Church on Oak Ridge Road in
Orlando.
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also worked at getting
sponsors for other families and
finding church members to give
the refugees jobs, or even teach
English classes and teach them
to drive.

“It was their responsibility to
take these foreign people and
help them become Americans,”
Lambright said.

With the help of one Viet-
namese family staying with him,
soon began offering ser-
vices at his church in Vietnam-
ese.

“They organized a Vietnam-
ese Southern Baptist Church
right there at Florida Shores,”
Lambright said. “The Vietnam-
ese church is still going today in
a different location.”

While working with the Billy
Graham School of Evangelism
in India and South Korea, Sé-
gars decided to go to the mis-
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isters who were out of town o
by speaking at the Vietnamese
church, where he would need a
translator. He also performed
weddings for people who used
to attend the now-defunct Flori-
da Shores Baptist Church.

“He was a pastor and contin-
ued in that role. He never
stopped. He just kept on,” Lam-
bright said.

He also is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Dorothy Patter-
son of Brooksville and
Orlando; one son, Robby
of Auburn, Ala.; seven grand-
children; and 10 great-grand-
children.

Merritt
Brooksville,
rangements.
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Funeral Home,
is handling ar-

Joseph Rassel can be reached
at jrassel@orlandosentinel.com
or 407-420-5658.
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REV, EDWIN SEGARS

pal Church. Evensing
with sermon at 8 p.m,

NEW MINISTER at the
Florida Shores Baptist
Church is the Rev. Edwin

R. Segars. A native of
‘Camden, S. C., he has

been associate ewlngelist
and team representative
for Christ For the World,
Inc.
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er, He wants His children
to enjoy the finest and best.
But remember this: you
can't beat God in the game
of giveaway.

If we give up something
for Him, He gives back to
us a hundredfold, It really
then isn't a sacrifice, but a
wonderful game in which
God takes delight in match-
ing our consecration with
blessings beyond measure,

“He that loseth his life
for my sake,” said Jesus,
“shall find it.”

Cholera Epidemic

Kills 32 Persons

MANILA (UPI) —A
cholera epidemic in Bohol
Province in the southern
Philippines has claimed 32
lives and infected 130 other
persons since the new year
started, the Health Depart-
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Farewells set
for Segars

The Rev. and Mrs.| Edwin [R. [Segars; who
were appointed missionaries o Thailand, will
make their farewell speeches at the 11 a.m. wor-
ship service Sunday at Florida Shores Baptist
Church, 1325 W. Oak Ridge Road.

Segars] who has been pastor of the Florida
Shores Church for the past 11 years, will leave
for Bangkok later in the day. He will serve as
senior pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in
Bangkok, where several English-speaking na-
tionalities worship.

Mrs. [Segars] who taught 12 years in the
Orange County School System, will assist chil-
dren of the English-speaking community in
counseling and in some cases with their studies.

The Segarses recently completed four months
of intensive orientation in Pine Mountain, Ga.,
where many Southern Baptist missionaries are
required to study and write on the customs and
lifestvles of each country in which they are de-
signated

Of various courses the Segarses have taken, Rev.and Mrs. [Edwin R. Sedll_l"d
ay

articulatory skills, Mrs. Begard said, was the ...leave for Thalland Sun

most difficult to tackle. They also studied how

to deliver a baby during an emergency, she “If there is an emergency, I sure will try but 1
said. sure hope it doesn't happen.”




