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Sietman, Donald L. [also Seitman] (1923-1993) was born in Cleveland, Ohio, the son of Frank 

E. and Clara Keller Sietman. He attended Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. During 

WWII, Sietman served as chaplain in the Air Force. He served as pastor of North 

East Park Baptist Church; North Boulevard Baptist Church, Tampa; First Baptist 

Church, Newberry; First Baptist Church, Tarpon Springs; Lake Maggiore Baptist 

Church, Tampa; New Home Baptist Church, Perry; and Webster Memorial Baptist 

Church, Tampa. Sietman and his wife, Melba I. Sietman had two children.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NEW HOME BAPTIST CHURCH

Mr. W.O. Williams was a business man in Perry for nearly 30 
years- He retired in 1940. About two years before his 
retirement, Mr., Williams was converted. As this fine man and his 
wife began to think about their material blessings, and to 
consider how they could use some of those earthly possessions to 
further the cause of Christ, they arrived at a fine conclusion. 
They would build a 301 by 4.0' frame building on the property 
which they owned on Center Street, furnish it with pews, piano, 
heater, hymnbooks and give it to the Baptists in that area as 
soon as they organized it into a regular Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Thus, on October 5, 1941, a New Testament Missionary Baptist 
Church was duly organized with seven charter members. The church 
was named "New Home Baptist Church". A pastor was then called, 
which was Rev. Edward McCollum. The doors of the church were 
left open for a short time for charter members, and under the 
ministry of Bro. McCollum there were 28 charter members.

Through the years, the church has worshipped in three 
sanctuaries: the original one, given by the Williamses; the 
church facing Center Street, occupied in 1949, and the present 
one facing U.S. 27, occupied in 1962.

Thirteen pastors have served the church since its beginning. 
During the first 25 months of her history, three pastors served. 
They were Rev. Edward McCollum, Rev. A. H. Townsend, and Rev. S. 
G. Ward. The fourth pastor, Rev. Alva Horton, served the church 
for 19 years, until poor health forced him to resign and take a 
smaller church. The following have served as pastors since 1963: 
Rev. Edward Harvey, Rev. David Piekern, Rev. Roy Rigdon, Rev. Don 
Sletman, Rev. Michael Hunt, Rev. Charles Houston, Rev. Bill 
Anderson, Rev. Ed Gardner and the present pastor, Rev. William H. 
(Bill) Jenkins.

We pay a sincere tribute to every minister who has pastored the 
New Home Baptist Church. We also pay a sincere tribute to the 
great multitude of men and women who have served in any capacity 
whatsoever, in furthering the cause of Christ through this 
church.

Several men have been licensed and ordained to the ministry, as 
they entered God's service from this church. They are Rev.' Olin 
C. Horton, Rev. William Terrell, Rev. Kenneth Gaskin, Rev. Leon 
Akins, Rev. John Dorman, Rev. Byron Tedder, Rev. Jerry Durden and 
Rev. Jimmy Moore.

New Home offers several ministries to our community. They are: 
the Bus Ministry; the Tape Ministry; the T.V. Ministry on Sunday 
Morning at 8:00 A.M.; and the Deaf Ministry, available in every 
service for the hearing impaired. In March of this year (1986) 
under the leadership of Rev. Jenkins, the church launched into a 
building program to construct a "Family Life and Recreation 
Center" to be used in God's Service.

Hew Home Baptist Church is truly a "Growing Church for a Growing 
People".
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Rev Donald Ladd Sietman Sr. 

Birth    30 Jul 1923    Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, USA 

Death    12 Nov 1993 (aged 70)    Saint Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, USA 

Burial    Memorial Park Cemetery    Saint Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, USA  

 

Obituary pub. in Tampa Bay Times, St Petersburg, FL, 14 Nov 1993, Sun, Page 49 

Family Members 

Parents 

    Frank E Sietman 

    1885–1965 

    Clara Keller Sietman 

    1881–1949 

 

Spouse 

    Melba I Sietman 

    1919–2002 (m. 1944) 

Children 

    Donald Ladd Sietman 

    1946–2012 

 

Melba I Sietman 

Birth    9 Feb 1919    Mulberry, Polk County, Florida, USA 

Death    18 Jan 2002 (aged 82)    Saint Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, USA 

Burial    Memorial Park Cemetery    Saint Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, USA  

 

Melba I. Sietman, 82, of St. Petersburg, FL, moved to St. Petersburg in 1955 from Tarpon Springs, 

Florida. She was a 1938 graduate of Hillsboro High School. She, along with her late husband, the Rev. 

Donald L. Sietman who died in 1993, served at North East Park Baptist Church for ten years and at Lake 

Maggiore Baptist Church where he was named Pastor Emeritus, for 13 years. She also formerly worked 

for Olan Mills Portrait Studios and Sarah Coventry Jewelry. She is survived by her son, Donald 

L.,(Sandra) Jr., her daughter, Charlotte R. (Jeffery) Beverly, and two grandsons, George and Bryan 

Beverly. Interment at Memorial Park Cemetery 

Family Members 

Spouse 

    Donald Ladd Sietman 

    1923–1993 (m. 1944) 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 


