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Shepherd, Bill was born in Kenly, North Carolina. He graduated from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary in 1996. Shepherd was licensed to preach and ordained by Eliam Baptist
Church, Melrose. He served as a full-time missionary volunteer in the area of Church
Construction. Shepherd served as pastor of Providence Baptist Church, Palatka. He and his wife
Laura Simmons Shepherd have two daughters.
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REV. BILL SHEPHERD

§ o Rev. Bill Shepherd was bam March 12 in Kenly, North Carolina.
His father was a farmer and sharecropper, and the family made
their way into central Florida where they settled down near
Gainesville, Florida, Rev. Shepherd accepted the Lord Jssus Christ
as his Saviour at the age of eight.
He graduated from high school in Gainesville, and completed one
year at the Santa Fe Junior College in Gainesville, He eamned an
: . Associate Degree in Theology from the New Orleans Baptist
. i Theological Seminary in 1996. He was licensed to preach by the
| Eliam Baptist Church of Melrose, February 1997. He completed
- I the MSS Otientation with the Home Mission Board, July 1988,
and the ISC Onenmuon with the Foreign Mission Board, December 1990, He was ordained in February
1997 by the Elizun Baptist Church of Melrose.
In July 1988, he was called to full-time missionary volunteer work in the area of Church Construction.
During this time he waorked through the HMB and the FMB in seeking asisgnments. Prior to 1988, he
went on many short-term mission trips here at home and overseas.
He served on two occasions as the Moderator of the Santa Fe Baptist Association. He also served a three
year term on the State Board of Missions of the Florida Baptist Convention. He served assignments for
the MSC and 1SC in the Dakotas and Montana, Barbados, W.I., Guyaua, and Alaska. On many of his
overseas assignments in construction he had many opportunities to preach and teach.
He was called to the Providence Baptist Church as a Bi-vocational Pastor in January 1997. In July he
became full-time.
He martied the former Miss Laura Simmons of Gainesville, Flotida on May 2, 1962. They have two
daughters, Lor Holland, and Priscilta La Bounty. His hobbies are photography and travel.
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