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Shelby, William Ashbury (1848-1927) was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He served as the first
pastor of the Beulah Baptist Church, Pensacola (1880-1886). Shelby and his wife, Betty Shelby
had six children.



ra HISTORIAL EVENTS OF BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH

When Beulah was pioneered by several settlers, Pensacola was just
recovering from the civil war era, with the pain of reconstruction
still throbbing. Back in this antiquity funerals were held at Beulah
by one of Pensaccla's cldest funeral hores, namely, Fisher Pou, and I
recall my mother saying that two white horses would pull the hearse
and two black horses weuld carry the pallbearers,

One family of the early settlers was William Ashbury "Bill"
Shelby. The Shelby generation rigrated from Wales and settled in
South Carolina then later moved to Baldwin County, Alabama, When this
family came to this section of land in covered wagons and much deter-
mination and were Gogd fearing people, they fournd a haven, There were
numerous beautiful springs here. Upon opening the scriptures and in
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the Book of Isaizh, Chapter 24, Verse 4, they decided upon the name
for this community of Beulah Springs. Through the years the-word
Springs was dropped and it is known today as Beulah,
I believe God héd a definite purpose for a group of people in

existence today to continue on with His heavenly plans from that time

until now.

With a concern for his fellownman, WipAw and Betty Shelby
need to establisk a church, Through his genercsity an acre and one
half éf land was dcnatedibg the constructicn of the first church.
In July of 1880 a log cabin was built having a rock chimnéy on the
north end, and two windows cn the west,Aand two on the east, with a
big door on the south. The chu;ch was built east of the present site,
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!illiﬁn‘ﬁﬁhbnxyimaiil"-ﬁ;e&ﬁg was the first pastor of Beulah
Bzptist Church. L. J. Bryars and W. D. Henderson were the church
clerks, There wefe 36 memrbers. Their meetings were called conferences
and the revivals were called protrated meetings. All male members
were required to be at all the meetings. The women were not allowed
-to vote. 1In the vear 1888 at a conference it was voted and carried
that the church should have counference once every two months on
Saturday before the first Sunday at 3:00 P.M. A% this time the church
was included in the Elion Baptist Asscciation. Delegates to the Asso-

ciational meeting helid at Enon, Florida, were Mrs. Jane Deiey and Mr,

and Mrs. A. J. Busbee.

A. J. Busbzse and Rev, Sernfret,

In these days a baptistry was constructed in the springs about
200 feet east of Beulah Road and the Beulah Church Road. A concrefe
bay was made for this and the springs maintained a chilly 60 degrees
temperature during the summer months. Brc. Alex Cobb commented that
it seemed as cold as ice, therefcre if the preacher dida't scare the
devil out of you that when you were ducked into that chilly water it
would freeze the dewil ouf of you., Mrs. Safrcna Shelby was the last
known candidate baptized in the springs.

The cemete;y was on one acre and was situated north of the

The first interrzat was in 18833 a three year cld child

church.
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William Asbury Shelby Sr. (1848 - 1927)

Born 14 Apr 1848 in Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, USA

Died 19 Mar 1927 at age 78 in Pensacola, Escambia, Florida, USA
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