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Sheffield, James K. (1846-1914) was born in Lafayette County, FL the son of Simeon B. and
Elizabeth Yawn Sheffield. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Chiefland, Pine Grove
Baptist Church, and Ebenezer Baptist Church, Levy County. In. 1885, Sheffield was appointed
missionary to Lafayette County, his duties were to organize and work up a religious sentiment
among the people. Sheffield and his wife Linia Ann Roberts Sheffield married in 1866 and had
seven children.
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HISTORY OF
HARMONY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION

On the 3lst day of October, 1879, a convention of trethren represent-
ing churches in Levy and Alachua Counties, Florida, assembled at Pine
Grove Baptist Church near Waccasassa post office, Levy County, for the
purpose of organizing Harmony Association of Missionary Baptists. Elder
A. A, Crumpton preached the introductory sermon using Acts 17th chapter
and 28th verse as a text, After the sermon they entered into the work of
organization and Elder W. N. Chedoin was elected Chairman and the Hon. Ira
J. Carter, clerk temporary. The articles and rules of decorum were sub=
scribed to by all the churches represented. The churches represented and
the delegates that were present were as follows:

Concord, Otter Creek Post Office: S. H. Worthington, M. A. Beck,
J. S. Oglesbee and J. 3, Lamb,

Corinth, Waccasassa Post Office: Charles Hodges, James E. Bonifield
and E. L. Long.

Pine Grove, Waccasassa Post Office: Simeon Sheffield, Jacob Dupree,

J. K. Sheffield and N. T. King.
Elizabeth: D. T. Trammell, R, E. Ricks, J, P. Falrcloth, S. J.

Collins and Martin Collins
Franklin: F, W. Folk
Jonesville: Thomas M. Kirby, J. E. Hunt and L. J. Knight
Spring Groves W, J, Martin and G. W. Fletcher
Unions Leroy Wood and Ira Carter

Simeon Sheffield was elected Moderator for the ensuing year and Ira J.
Carter, Clerk.

Ministers of the association at this time were as followss J. B. Lamb,
Otter Creek; W. J., Martin, Oldtown; Simeon Sheffleld, Waccasassa, James K.
Sheffield, Waccasassaj G. W, Fletcher, Oldtown Licensee.

The several delegates from these churches traveled on horseback to
Elam Church in Columbia County and met with Santa Fe River Association and
requested letters of dismission from that body which were granted.

The first missionary from Harmony Association was Simeon Sheffield who
did local work in the assoclation organizing churches and preaching in

different compunifles..

In 1885 James K. Sheffield was appointed missionary to Lafayette
County embracing that part known as Dixle County. He was pald a salary by
the association, as this was new territory with no churches and his dutles
were to organize and work up a religlious sentiment among the people, He

commenced by preaching from different homes and as enough jolned they would
meet, cut logs, rive out boards, hew puncheons or planks and erect churghgs

heard a sermon w.'eached and on Sunday marning the women md children would
go from their homes to the church with the horse and cart or the ox team
and the men would take their guns and dogs and hunt deer. Sometimes dur=-
ing services there would be as many as five deer hanging up near the
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Chiefland Baptist Church
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CHIEFLAND BAPTIST CHURCH, 1883--. (Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, May
27, 1883-Aug. 23, 1914), 1 block from road 19, near business section,
Chiefland, Levy County.

Constituted 1883 and known as Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church until 1914, when
church was reorganized and name changed to present one. First services held
in rectangular, unpainted house on eastern outskirts of Chiefland, at cemetery
site, from 1883-1915. Then a small frame house was built across the street
from of location of present church, and used until sold in 1928, when the
present cruciform, white, frame building was erected and dedicated. A half-
time church, meeting 2nd and 4th Sundays. Present membership, 181. Active
organizations, Sunday School and issionary Union with 1
auxiliary. First settled pastor, Rew( S;K Shefﬁj.bx, 883-90, 1906-14; common
school education. Present pastor, Rev. Horace G. McElroy, 1932--, Judson;
Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans, La. Unpublished historical sketch
written by J.W. Wood, 1914; covering period 1900-14, contained in church
minute book, and entitled Mt Pleasant Record.€

PERFECT CHURCH RECORD, 1901--, 2 vols. Showing minutes of meetings,
receipts and disbursements, history of church, date of reorganization; register
of members, baptisms, deaths; also contains partial record of preaching
services, special visitors, date of dedication, action of moving location and
changing name. Custody of clerk and treasurer, Mrs. J.N. Wood, Chiefland.
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HISTORY of PINE GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
ORGANIZED JULY 10, 1871

In the Fall of 1866, at the meeting of the Santa Fe River
Association, Rev. Simeon Sheffield was chosen associational mis-
sionary of the body and directed to move to Levy County and
establish a mission work.

On the 12th day of February, 1867, he left Bradfard County
and moved, not knowing where he would stop. In the evening just
before night, he made camp near what was known as the "Boney
Place." The next morning the preacher bought out Boney and set-
tled down to the business of winning lost souls to our Lord,.

This was taking place at a time when missionaries were
needed as the Civil War had just come to a close and the country
was torn with strife and discord, filled with outlaws and ruffi-
ans, some people had never heard the Gospel preached.

The first sermon preached by the missionary was preached in
an old discarded bar-room in Levyville, the old county seat of
Levy County.

Brother Sheffield established several mission stations,
preaching most of the time under the trees, or "arbors" when the
weather was good; in bad weather services were held in private homes.

In this community the missionary organized a Sunday School in a little
house about a half mile east of the present church. This was the first
Baptist Sunday School in the County. They got their literature from the
American Tract Society.

The following March, Mrs. Hagan gave a rail splitting and quilting
party, as was the custom in those days. They were to have a dance that night
but instead they decided to have preaching as there was a preacher living
among them, so they sent a delegation after the preacher. In due time he
arrived and the text that he used was the words of Peter, who said to Cornmelius
"with what intent did you send for me." With this meeting there was establish-
ed a regular appointment for the following third Sunday in each month and the
Saturday before. These meetings were held in the open under the "trees and
arbors" during fair weather and in private homes during bad weather.

In the Spring of 1871 the pecple gathered and built the first church in
this commnity, of pine lggs and split boards to cover the building. On July
10, 1871, Ebenezer Baptist Church met and organized Pine Grove Baptist Church,
transferring the followlng names from the Ebenezer Church Polls to Pine Grove
Church roll:

1. Ela S. Sheffield 7. Mary E. Moore
2. James K. Sheffield 8. Harriett Ann Sanchez
(a former pastor of 9. Mary A. Love
Ebenezer) 10. Elisebeth Colson 15. Julia A. sud
. - th

3. Elizebeth Sheffieid 11. Martha Rogers utia

" . 16. Georgia Ann
4, Julia C. sheffield 12. Mary D. Loper Brock
5. Jane E. Davis 13. Francis J. Colson
6. Mary F. McDonnell 14, Sarah F. Love
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