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Sheffield, Bobby served as pastor of Woodlawn Baptist Church.



HILLCREST
1. -Paid off church mortgage
2. Installed Baptismal pool
3. Landscaped church property
4, Reroofed the church and repaired the inside of the church

LEMON HEIGHTS
1. Ordained three new deacons
2. Observed 51st Anniversary
3, 50 Voice Touring Youth Choir activated

PALATKA, FIRST
1. Bus ministry
2, Massachusetts - Summer

PARAN
1. 114th Anma! Homecoming, October, 1970

FENIEL
1. Child Day Care Center and Kindergarten established Aug, 30, 1971

FTOMONA PARK
1, Ordained 2 deacons

TABERNACLE
1. 16th Anniversary
2. Current pastor calied

TRINITY
1. Received separation of mertgage and deeds from mother church

THE HISTORY OF THE WOODLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH

The Woodlawn Baptist Church originated from the desire of Christian people in this
community to serve the Lord, As there was no Baptist church within several miles,
there was a great peed for one here, Cn Angust 17, 1949, six people took rhe forward
step and began the organization: these charter members were Mr, and Mrs, Marvin
Beck, Mr. and Mrs, Harvey Sikes, Mrs. W,S, Sikes, and Mrs, Ben Pitts.

The first meetings were held in the Edgar Community Church building, At the first
meeting the Church covenant was read and officers were elected, Then on Augnst 20
land located at Johnson, Florida was donated by Brother and Sister Maryin Beck for the
location of the new building, August 31, plans for the building were presented and ac-
cepted and Bro, RV, Hogarth was called as the first Pastor,

A building committee consisting of the three following members was appointed
to begin construction: Mrs, W, S, Sikes, Marvin Beck, and Harvey Sikes, Material, mon~
ey, time, and labor was donated by many faithful members and interested friends and
businesses,

There were several snggestions as to the name for the new building, The name of
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Woodlawn weas suggested by Mr, Johnny Raymond and accepted by the Church, Trust-
ees appointed were .Frank Pitts, Kay Donaldsen, and Harvey Sikes,

The Church sent in their first letrer tothe association on October 12, 1947, an im-
portant sign of progress to each member, The first deacons, Milton Drake and Marvin
geck, were examined by visiting ministers and deacons and orddined in 1948,

In 1949, the building committee was put incharge of the building of Sunday school
rooms, progress onthese being made over a period of years,

Then in May of 1850 a mission of Woodlawn was established at Orange Sprlngs
Florida, Norman Levine was ordained and then called as Pastor of the Orange Springs
mission, Two months later the Woodlawn Church was dedicated with a service well-
condueted and attended.

In December of 1950, consideration was given concerning additional deacons and
four more men were ordained to the high office, These were: L L, Ridaught, C.E, Kline,
Willis Chesser, Sr,, and H, Henderson, Another ordination service was held February
of 1953 to examine and ordain Bro, John Bazzell to the office of deacon,

In April of 1855, Bro, Hogarth presemed his resignation, Each member deeply ap~
preciated the leadership and guidance given dering his ministry here,

I.A, Parker was then called to carry on leadership, After Mr, Parker's resignation,
Bro, Jim Cason accepted the Church's call, and during this time an important addi-
tion was made by the Church in purchasing the property West of the building.

Between the years of 1954 and 1956 severzal additions in membership were made
and the Church business was carried on in its same orderly manner,

November of 1958, Bro, Harmon Fowlerand Bro, John Bazzell and Bro, Willis Ches-
ser, Sr., were appointed Church trustees, and in1957 Bro, Cason resigned his pastorate
here, Bro, J,L, Hersey was called thenin1857 and the Church grew both spiritually and
materially, During this time new benches were purchased for the auditorium and choir
loft,

The following year of 1958, the Church received several donations of which every
member is certainly proud and each appreciates, These additions include: new cir-
culating heater, hymnals, curtains for the auditorivm, and a new piano, The person
responsible for these gifts will always be remembered and thanked by the congrega-
tion for his thought{uiness andhis assistance inhelping this Church carry on its work,

Also in 1£58, the property tothe Eastof the building was added to the present land
and building, During May of 1958, plans for new Sunday school rooms were accepted
by the Church and work was begun, Againmuch time, labor, materials, and money was
donated,

Bro, Hersey's resignation was accepted in May of 1958 and at the heginning of the
new Church year, Gro, Bill Thomas accepted the Church's call, At this time it would
be right to mention that Bro, Thomas is the first Pastor who has lived in the commun-
ity and on the Church field, in the history of Woodlawn,

In 1959 & building was purchased and usedas & pastorium. The new Sunday schaol
rooms begun in 1958 were dedicated on Easter Sunday of 1959 and completed that July,

At the present time work is nearing completion en the Mary E, Few Educational
Building, This building was named in memory of Mrs, Mary E, few by action of the
church, August 18, 1970, When completed, the building will house the Sunday School
and will have central heat and air conditioning, The sanctuary also has central heat
located next door to the church, The following have served as pastors of the Church:
Rev. RV, Hogarth, Rev, J,A, Parke, Rev, Jim Cason, Rev. J,L, Hersey, Rev, Bill Thom-
as, Rev, Bobby Sheffield, Rev. A, D, Martin, Rev, Thomas McReynolds, and the present
pastor is Intrim- Pastor, Rev, J,D, Bowen,
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Penny


