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Shackleford, Richard Henry (1812-1869) was born in Georgia, the son of Nathaniel and 

Hannah Boone Shackleford. He was ordained in 1853 by Elizabeth Baptist Church, Monticello 

where he served as pastor from 1853-1854, 1862 and 1866-1868. Although primarily a Jefferson 

County farmer, Shackleford studied the law and worked as an attorney, in addition to serving as a 

bi-vocational pastor.  Shackleford married Mary Jane Amanda Knighton Shackleford in 1841 and 

they had six children. After her death in 1863, Shackleford married Mary Mathers Shackleford in 

1864 and they had one child. It is noteworthy that Rev. Shackleford was a member of the Florida 

Baptist Association-appointed committee that recommended the establishment of the Florida 

Baptist State Convention. 













80       The Story of a Pioneer Baptist Church on Mission 

 
Profiles of Other Notable Pastors 

 
PASTOR PROFILE/R. H. Shackleford served 1853-1855; 1862; 1866-1868 
Richard Henry Shackleford (b. 1812; d. 1869) holds the distinction of being the 
first individual to be ordained and commissioned to preach the gospel by the 
Elizabeth Baptist Church in 1853.40  And then he served as pastor from 1853-1855; 1862; 
and 1866-1868.41  Although primarily a Jefferson County farmer, with as many as nine 
slaves, Shackleford studied the law and worked as an attorney.42  A native of Georgia,  
Shackleford married Mary Jane Amanda Knighton in 1841 and they had six children.  
After Mary Jane’s death in 1863, Shackleford married Mary Mathers in 1864 and they 
had one child.43  It is noteworthy that Rev. Shackleford was a member of the committee 
that recommended the establishment of the Florida Baptist State Convention.44 
 
PASTOR PROFILE/Dr. Mark E. McCoy served 1979 to 1990 
Mark Eugene McCoy (b. 1931; d. 2015) 
was Elizabeth Church’s longest 
serving pastor for 12 years.  Born in 
Kokomo, Indiana, McCoy was the son of 
Delbert Todd and Carrie Elma Green 
McCoy.  He graduated from Tulane 
University and Luther Rice Seminary.  
McCoy served in the U.S. Air Force 
attaining the rank of Major and during his 
tour of duty he served parttime as pastor 
of churches in the Panama Canal, 
Thailand and Germany.  He retired from 
military service in 1975 and settled in 
Jefferson County where he briefly served 
as interim pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Monticello.  In 1979, Dr. McCoy 
began service at the Elizabeth  Church as a 
bi-vocational pastor.  Pastor McCoy led in 
an extensive renovation and building 
program, which included the installation 
of the first baptistry.   
 

His wife, Sarah, began service as a  
Sunday school teacher that became a 
long-term ministry into the present day.  
Mark and Sarah had two sons.45 
 

 
 

PASTOR PROFILE/Dr. William H. Floyd served 1991 to 1998 
William Hugh “Bill” Floyd (b. 1947; d. 2016) holds the distinction  
of being the first pastor to serve fulltime at the Elizabeth  
Baptist Church beginning in 1991 until 1998.46  Pastor Floyd was born  
in Thomasville, Georgia, the son of Clarence and Leila Simpson Floyd.   
He graduated from Valdosta State College, New Orleans Baptist  
Theological Seminary and Anderson Seminary.  He served as pastor of  
Georgia and Florida churches, including Elizabeth Baptist Church, and  
later the Damascus Baptist Church, Graceville.  Dr. Floyd also served as  
a director of missions in Florida and was administrative assistant to the  
vice president of The Baptist College of Florida. Floyd and his wife Linda  
Gail Godwin had two children, Amanda Rachel and David Michael.47 

Penny
Elizabeth Baptist Church, Monticello
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