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Sexton, Charlie was converted and called to preach in Orlando. He graduated from The Baptist
College of Florida in 1983, and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1985. Sexton
served as pastor of New Home, Graceville, Florida; First Baptist Church Horseshoe Bend,
Weatherford, Texas; Cypress Baptist Church, Cypress, Florida, and First Baptist Church of Big
Pine Key. Sexton and his wife, Marsha Hughes have three children.



'Chainsaw Pastor' finds open doors through Florida Keys relief ministry
by Barbara Denman, posted Friday, October 30, 1998 (22 years ago)
Email To Friend

KEY WEST, Fla. (BP)--For the past five weeks, Bob Hetherington has carried a chainsaw to work.

"We've been calling him 'Chainsaw Pastor,' said wife Judy Hetherington. "But he says it's been absolutely
the greatest visitation program we have ever had."

Since Hurricane Georges struck the middle and southern Florida Keys Sept. 25, Hetherington, pastor of
the Fifth Street Baptist Church, has ministered to folks in his community by willingly cutting trees and
branches off of hurricane-damaged homes, apartment buildings and trailers. His servant spirit, coupled
with 21 years of ministering in the Keys, has earned him recognition and respect.

"Before, when he used to go visiting in the community, few people would invite him inside to talk," said
Judy Hetherington, who serves as minister of education at the Key West church. "But after he has spent a
few hours cutting trees on their property, they say, 'Come in and talk.' The doors are wide open."

The Hetheringtons have found many doors open in the aftermath of the hurricane since the church and
Florida Baptists launched an all-out effort to feed those without food and help with the area's immediate
recovery, Judy Hetherington said.

"Everywhere we go, like just yesterday, the bank teller told me, "You have no idea how the town
appreciates what you and Florida Baptists have done for us," she recalled. Others have told her, "You
guys were the first ones to help."

And when Hurricane Mitch was bearing down in the Caribbean in late October, several people asked
Hetherington if Florida Baptists would return to the Keys should the area be hit again. "I guaranteed them
that the truck would be waiting in Florida City, just like before."

The Key West City Commission passed a resolution thanking all of the local churches for their assistance
during the disaster, but expressed appreciation "first and foremost" to Fifth Street Baptist Church.

Immediately after the storm, the Florida Baptist Convention disaster relief van and mobile feeding kitchen
was mobilized to Key West and parked at Fifth Street Baptist's front door for 17 days.

Two mobile kitchens from South Carolina and Georgia Baptists were stationed for eight days at First
Baptist, Big Pine Key and Sugarloaf Baptist churches on Summerland Key. During the recovery effort
112,000 hot meals were served to the community.

Command centers were established to coordinate the work of volunteers, including 28 staff members
from the Florida Baptist Convention and 98 volunteers from Florida Baptist churches. The volunteers
assisted 151 families by cutting and removing trees from homes, cleaning out mud and performing other
necessary tasks. Another 1,000 families were visited by trained counselors and, in some cases, received
emergency financial assistance.

In the relief effort, the convention spent $102,780 for: assistance to churches, $65,200; ministerial salary
supplements, $9,843; emergency family assistant, $16,000; and equipment replacement, $11,737.



Charles Sexton, pastor of Big Pine Key Baptist Church, reported most people are back in their homes and
the church building is being repaired. Many of the residents have turned their attention to the 'Fantasy
Fest' gay weekend," he added. "So, unfortunately, some things have returned to normal."

During the next few months, Sexton said, many more homeless people will make their way to the Keys to
spend the winter and will be added to the 1,000 homeless families who lost everything during the
hurricane. The church is known in the community for its work with the homeless, providing needs for the
indigent, showers and sometimes providing a place to stay.

"The Keys is a unique place to minister, unlike central Florida where I grew up or the Panhandle where I
served as pastor," Sexton said.

Brenda Forlines, director of the convention's church and community ministries department, and Sharon
Thompson, associate in the women's mission and ministries department, discovered a sense of
hopelessness as the two visited homes and counseled residents in the aftermath of the storm.

More so than any hurricane since Hurricane Andrew struck Miami in 1992, "these images have haunted
me," Forlines said. One widow and her dog stayed in a closet in her tiny trailer for 24 hours while the
storm raged around her. Days later, the woman's entire body was still trembling, Forlines said.

A woman living in a small trailer "the size of my office" talked incessantly, Forlines recounted. "I kept
thinking, she's talking because all day long she lives in this box and has no one else to talk to. I can't get
that image of her in that little box out of my mind."

A man, surly at first and his body covered in sores, showed the two women the pills he takes to fight his
bone cancer. He was so taken aback when the women offered him financial assistance, he let down his
guard and told of horrific Vietnam experiences as a Baptist chaplain.

"They seemed bummed out, hiding from mistakes in their past or a less than tolerant society," said
Thompson, a trained psychologist. "I saw more risk-taking behavior, extreme alcoholism, self-destructive
addiction and experimentation with drugs. Many of them have come to the Keys to escape from life."

As a result of their work, Thompson said she "hoped we were there painting a picture of Baptists that we
were more than a people of words, we are a people of action. I hope that through our efforts we
undergirded the credibility that Hetheringtons have already earned in this community."
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Revival

First Baptist Church, Sneads,
wn]l have a revxval on Apnl 10, 11,
angelist and the Rev!

om Cypress.
) was a fotmer gang
member drug user, rider with the

motorcycle gangs, The Hell’s Angels

- Hmpe OT3

and The Outlaws. Music will be
provided by Shirley Neel of Sneads.
Time will be 7 p.m. on Friday and

ist
ve
on

are invited.
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The Chipola Baptist Assoclation
Woman's Missionary Union held an
“Appreciation and  Funtime”
banquet for the Association's
pastors and their wives at the Citi-
zens Bank Lodge Sept. 22.

The Saturday night gala was a

_ festive affair. Dress was western-
style for a roundup, with Mirlam
Davis, associational WMU director
[attired in a red and white cowgirl
ensemble) presiding.

She gave a tribute to the pastors
and their wives from the WMU,
expressing love and appreciation
for their leadership, prayers,
caring, encouragement and for

answering God's call in Jackson

County as well as in foreign fields.

Prayer was requested by all, that

the thousands in the Panhandle
who are not Christians may beled to

Christ, 0

Each WMU church director
participated by introducing her
pastor and his wife. Everyone then
became, ed In  “get-

Saturday, and11 a.m. and 7 p.m. on
Sunday. Everyone, especially youth

T
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Associlation has
funtime banquet

Thompson from New Salem Baptist
Church.

Also, “The Lone " was

presented by Pastor Gary Richard-
son and his “puppets” from Circle
Hill Baptist Church.

Last but not least, “Helps in Fun,
A & B" was staged to help pastors
and their wlves oolw: two of thetr

Church ln charge and "Budget!ng
Time," presented by Rev| Ed Downs
and his-wife, Janice, of Bascom
Baptist Church. i
The Downs' and Jackie
Reglster and his wife, Linda, of
Rocky Creek Baptist Church parti-
cipated In a 8 fun-dressing
contest, with and Mrs, Downs
the title of “Mr. and Mrs.
Chipola Assoclation” for being the
funniest, fastest and best-dressed
couple to leave their respective

'dmn%om.
Th served a turkey dinner
with all the trigmings. Ninety-five

were present.
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Profile of a Pas

riie sexton

By JOYCE
Floridan L\!esnks Editor

CYPRESS — “The ln'd is 541] using my back-
ground to reachsth said the Revl
Charles Howard (Charlie] ngltm 9, pastor of
Cypress Baptist€hurch—for aimos: five years.

Anativeof Orlando, R Sexton was raised in“a
very ungodly home® and tumed to crime and
violence as a young man. He was president of the
| first street gang in Orlando and was alsoa member
of the Outlaw Motorcycle Gang of that city.

Asked how he got saved, he said he was dealing
drugs with a friend, whose mother reminded himof
his own grandmother, whom Charlid adored. “She
kept inviting me to a revival, and finally | agreed to
go. mostly to shock low gang members,”
Charlld said. *I was sioned. but | went.”

At the time. he was 25 vears old, and although
he'd been arrested i thr ree counties, he'd “never
had anyone come and tell me about Christ.” he
says.

The revival was the {irst ime he'd heard the
gospel, and to his surprise, he went back the

Jackson County Floridan

Fri, Jul 27, 1990 -Page 8

wwﬂmmuma
age

He added. "At the time, | was a functional (llit-
erate who couldn't read or write. Now 'm 39 and a

graduate of the and t in
the world, so that that you can do all things
through Christ, Who s you.”

trengtheneth

The son of Mrs, Lillian Sayder of Orlando and
the late Andy Sexton, he had two brothers, one of
whom in the Vietnam Conlict, and two
sisters. sald he got married at age 17 toa
grllnhllgan‘,uﬂll'gwdldn'lhsl.

he is raising two sons from their union:
Vincent, 19, and Sean Howard, 17.

He has now been married for 14 years to the
l’ormchmhaHughes *an Army brat from every-
where,” and they have a daughter, Rachel, 12.

Charlie attende 'Booml-ughsdloolm()rlando
and later received his GED equivalency diploma
He graduated from the former Baptist Bible Insti-
tute in Graceville, a Bachelor’s degree in
theology. mdroeelvedhhunwsdegumnu
glous education from Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary (n Ft. Worth, Tex.

Rﬂiﬂi‘v”uund.'my»—ﬂd‘
bemu!an:mbcclumvamynnpuu
Chun:h. where the revival had been held, and
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Former outlaw makes dramatic chang

" doubts about salvation erasing all the

fromhis past. "After a lot of wrestling, | realized the
lﬂ'duksallyaursmsandenslslhammnasaol
was| them completely away.

remained there for three years, Sunday
School class, |cmﬂdmmdmuc'hmbook
but could read a little of the students’ book, and
that helped me a lot,” he said. He also taught
church training.

Alfter three years. the Lord called him into the
ministry, and he began attending BBIL. ~That's
what brought me to Jackson County,” he said.
While in college, he pastored New Hope Baptist
Church near Graceville and later the First Bapust
Church of Horseshoe Bend near Fi. Worth while in
seminary. Cypress Baptist is his first fulltime
pastorate.

The church in Cypress is

doing well, averaging
about 50 in Sunday School and 75 at moming time.

worship. The [acility is only about 10 years old and
has a part-time music director, Mark Carroll. Pian-
ist is Jackie Carroll, and organist is Wen Carroll.

[Charlié says, "1 love Jackson County: | think it's
lhe Iasl I'ronuer of Florida.”

sald. “Theblood of C!
man a new creation.”

Now God is using his past to help him relate to
sinners under conviction. “I had a friend phone me
amonth ago, and Christis really dealing with him,”
he said. “Sometimes a gang member will call me
up, and I geta chance to witness to him. The Lord is
ufking a bad situation and making good come out
of it*

For hobbies, said he, his wife, sons

and daughlerare all certified scuba divers and “we
all love to fish, so that's how we spend our spare

ttruly cleanses a.nd m-kzs

Although he’s golten a haircut and cleaned up
both his appearance and his act since he rode with
the Outlaws, Charlie/still finds pleasure in cycling.
“I guess I'll always ride a motorcycle, but this one
has a windshield and is much more domesticated

Rev. Sextor said it took a 1ong time to case his  than the kind I used (0 ride.” he laughed.

By JOYCE JAMES
Floridan Lifestyles Editor

CYPRESS ~ “The Lord is still using my back-

ground to reac said the Revl
Charles Howard (Charlie) Se(mn. B9, pastor of
Cypress Bapuist five years.

Anative of Orlando, ReSexton was raised in “a
very ungodly home” and tumed to crime and
violence as a young man. He was president of the
first street gang in Orlando and was also a member
of the Outlaw Motorcycle Gang of that city.

Asked how he got saved, he said he was dealing
drugs with a friend, whose mother reminded himof
his own grandmother, whom [Charlid adored. “She
kept inviting me to a revival, and finally I agreed to
g; mostly to shock my fellow gang members,”

id said. "I was s:oned. but | went.”

At the time, he was 25 vears old, and although
he’'d been arrested in ‘"r-e counties, he'd * nncr
had anyone come and tell me about Christ,”
says.

The revival was the first ume he'd heard the
gospel, and to his surprise, he went back the

away. Hebu:ameamembaofumvusltyﬂapust
Church, where the revival had been held, and
remained there for three years, teaching a
School class, *[ couldnl read the teacher's
but could read a little of the students’ book, and
that helped me a lot,” he said. He also taught
church

Aller three years, the Lord called him into the
ministry, and he began attending BBI. “That's
what brought me to Jackson County,” he said.
While in college, he pastored New Hope Baptist
Church near Graceville and later the First Baplist
Church of Horseshoe Bend near Ft. Worth while in
seminary. Cypress Baptist is his first fulltime
pastorate.

The church in Cypress is doing well, averaging
about 50 in Sunday School and 75 at
worship. The facilily is only about 10 years old and
has a part-time music director, Mark Carroll. Pian-
ist is Jackie Carroll. and organist is Wen Carroll.

ICharlie says, "1 love Jackson County; I think it's
l.he last IronUer of Florida.”

tori said it took a [6nig time to ease his

- .__: "V——

age of 25.°

He added, "At the time, | was a functional llit-
emuwhoﬁdgtmd::me;;wrmmaxda
graduate of the tou, t seminary in
the world, wﬁmlﬁﬂmywcmdoaﬂ things
through Christ, Who strengtheneth you.”

The son of Mrs. ummSuydaroIOrlnndoaxﬂ
the late Andy Sexton, he had two brothers, one of

whom w in the Vietnam Conlflict, and two
sisters. sald he got married at age 17toa
girl in his and the marriage didn't last,
although he is raising two sons from their union:

Vincent, 19, and Sean Howard, 17.

He has now been married for 14 years lo the
former Marsha Hughes, “an Army brat from every-
where,” and they have a daughter, Rachel, 12.

Charlie attende | Boone High School in Orlando
and later received his GED eq diploma.
He graduated from the former Baptist Biblc Insti-
tute in Graceville, receiving a Bachelor’s degree in
theology. and received his Master's degree in reli-
glous education from Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Ft. Worth, Tex.

doubts about salvation erasing all the mistakes
from his past. "Afler a lot of wrestling, I realized the
Lardtakuallyourslns and easmhemmloamor
forgiveness, washing them completely away,” he
sald. “The blood of Christ truly cleanses and makes
man a new creation.”

Now God is using his past to help him relate to
sinners under conviction. I had a friend phone me
amonth ago, and Christ is really dealing with him,”
he said. "Sometimes a gang member will call me
up, and I get a chance to witness to him. The Lord is
taking a bad situation and making good come out
of it.” '

For hobbies, Rev. Sexton said he, his wife, sons
and daughter are all certified scuba divers and “we
all love to fish, so that's how we spend our spare

time.”
Although he's golten a haircut and cleaned up
both his a; and his act since he rode with

the Outlaws, still finds pleasure in cycling.
“I guess I'll always ride a motorcycle, but this one
has a windshield and is much more domesticated
than the kind [ used to ride.” he laughed.




