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Jung Kyung Seo serves as the pastor of Korean Baptist Church, Pensacola a mission of Olive
Baptist Church.
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By Alice Crann % News Journal staff writer

he women
chatter among them-
selves, in ttt\le“i!r t:iatlilve
to , 88 eliv-
er potluck ior the men{ to fol-
low the Sunday worship ser-

Yice.

Casserole dishes hold dried
seaweed, marinated garlic,
white rice, roast chicken and
spicy, chilled tables and
salads. Chopsticks fill a jug.

Menfolk — a mix of whites,
blacks and Asians — enjoy
coffee, cookies and conversa-
tion at a tpbtetaFelowshis
Hall of th¢ Korean Bapt
Church of Persacoia, Chil-
dren run between chairs and
parents’ legs, laughing and

playing. _
en the Rev. Jung Kyung
Seo arrives, all head to the
sanctuary where Seo leads
his 80-member con%ﬁion
in prayer and song in
an. Miyoung Edmonds, an in-
terpreter, translates Seo's
words into English.
rean s ing visitors use
headphones to follow along.
“This church is all about
sharing a rness found
among people of the same
culture,” says David

oy “m‘;‘é’a
tended the
church with his wife, Sul Ok,

54, since the church's incep-
tion 13 yearsago.

Asian chu

rches let believers
worship in their native tongue

Some Christians are starting churches
in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties to provide
worship and Bible study in languages such as
Vietnamese, Japanese and Chinese

As thousands of Christians
head to larger, mainstream
churches in Northwest Flori-
da, hundreds of Asian people
and their families attend
small churches that took
years to create. Or they wor-
ship separately in rooms
within “mother church-
es” until they have the mem-
bership and funds to sustain
thﬁi‘:m churchesi i

mentoring role p
by larger chu::gm often is
part of their mission.

“We are trying to communi-
cate the message of the

pel in their own language.

ur goal is to get them to be
self-supporting and become a
church on their own,” says
the Rev. Ted Traylor, pastor
of the 7,100-member Olive
! Church, which

The Korean Baptisi Church of Pensacola is one of four
churches in the area offering native-language services.

church.
barrier, as

well as cultural differences,
is the basic reason that they
have their own church.”

According to the most re-
cent US. Census data, about
6,000 people of Asian descent
live in Escambia and Santa
Rosa counties — an area
where Asian Christians are
starting their own churches
to provide worship and Bible
study in their native lan-
guages, such as Korean| Viet-
namese, Japanese and Chi-

nese.

Mother churches, which
come in various denomina-
tions, assist financially and
provide the materials needed
In getting mission churches

Dy i s e ity of
embers a majori

the Asian mission ch

are tion United
States residents who either
e
1 cannot -
lish, women who married

halEd establish the
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