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Self, Melborn Eugene graduated from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He served as 

pastor of Tamiami Baptist Church, Miami, Faith Baptist Church, Tallahassee, and 

Graham Baptist Church, Hialeah. Source: Florida Baptist Historical Society files. 
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The Rev. Melbron Eugene Self ministers to Pcnnsuco*s tiny congregation.

Graham chapel in tiny Pennsuco
becomes full-scale Baptist church

A chapel in the tiny township or 
Penntuco, Fla., will gain its Inde­
pendence this weekend ind Hoorn 
into a full-fledged church, Its inde­
pendence has been 29 ytari in the 
making,

Graham RaniL*.t Chapel becomes

Religion
In 1977 the chapel was turned the 

over lo Self. He moved lit with hl» the 
wife and tbisir two boys, Timothy. Ky. 
now 19, and Jeffrey, now 15. W

Gay Self calls Hammack the * 
chapels prayer warrior llam l_4L 
nude's son. Kenneth, naw serves as 
faceman for whet refltutinf of the Nil 
G-.ii? operation in Pi-nnsuoo nnd , 1 
lives in the coral-block house built / 
byF.rncM '■ ■

G??!i ftpcraiinn in Pcnuisuoo and 
lives in the coral-block house built 
by Ernesi Grab an-..

Presently, there art- 200 member* 
on the chapel'i rolls, said Self.

SdL known as Brother Gene, 
lays (Jut the new church's nw« Im­
mediate goal is developing a day- 
care center and school system

*1 don't see the smallness of 
Pennsuro affecting the church be­
en utt of the- growing irtts around 
as,” he said. “We draw as
fir away u Home-stead, 
North Miami Beach."

The already tiny Pennsuca kwt 
populntion eiid lend La drVelop- 
menm like Miami Lakes, somethin# 
tJiac continues today.

In t96G, there were J 50 to 200 
dispel nentMra. fiv the mid J 0701, 
Jia; tunuiurs touay.

ill__ .
Graham linntihi Church Monday.

The chpiirl wit a mlvMDn of the 
first Baptist Church of Hialeah. It 
wn formed lo meet th* spiritual-----------------j, uult

In C960r there were 150 to 200 
cliaptri mrjntwri. By the mid -1970s, 
membership (ell an low that First 
Baptist Churc! of Hialeah was Con-* 
ftderini closing the minion. At- 
tendance at Hie meetings wot down 
tn 15 nr 20 pereonv according to 
Gay Self, part-time chyreh secre­
tary and Wife Of the rliiirrh’tj pan,- 
tor. Melbron Eugene Self. Ruth 
Hammuck. a Pennsuco “oldHtUrr'* 
came to Utt! chapel's aid She went 
lo the ctattctt and naked the Leader­
ship rvul to dose the mission, they 
agreed, said Sell

wm formed to meet the *pii
The chuiid wit a mlufon of the 

first Baptist Church of Hialeah. It 
wan formed lo meet the spiritual 
needs of a large group of dairy 
workers and their famlhel in 
Northwest Dade

Pennsupo has grown out of the 
tailed sugar crops of the Pennsylva­
nia Sugar Company. Then engineer. 
Ernest ftraharr, father of Gov. Bob 
C-rahi™, wm sent lo South Florida 
by the company during the early 
1920s Io look over the land. The 
crops were planted and all failed 
Ernest (Trahan- stayed and bought 
€40 acres Iro-m the company. Whai 
remains of the town is about 2Q 
persons and a atrrtch or land along 
Okeechobee Rond (US 27) between 
NW )07ih and 117th streets. It Is 
mil owned b> Hi- family

Grahsm Dairy worker* in Penn- 
wco. and their famlll c% were sepa- 
rated from the rest of the world and 
conventional churches by distance

I
 For six years, during the Late 

191ft*. the workers mi l for prayer 
and services In bunkhouses the 
bouses were provided for the dairy 
workers on Grab, an! property They 
shared the gospel with snakes and 
cattle.

About 29 v?ars ago. the Graham 
family donated a permanent aile for 
the chapel Jut then, the dairy op­
eration vu gradually phased out m 
Pennsuco and was moved north,


