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Self, Melborn Eugene graduated from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He served as
pastor of Tamiami Baptist Church, Miami, Faith Baptist Church, Tallahassee, and
Graham Baptist Church, Hialeah. Source: Florida Baptist Historical Society files.
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There is no school, post office or police
station in the town. There is a church —
Granam Bbaptist churci— where Rev.
MeéTbron Self deliversa sermon twice a
week. Until recently, there was even a
mayor.

“I was mayor, town marshal and
councilman,” said Kenneth Hammack, 49.
His wife, Barbara, still listed as a
councilwoman, now lives in Hialeah.

“One day a year | would shine up my

badge and wear it,” Hammack said. "Had to,

to make it legal.”

Miami Herald August 15, 1985, p. 438

Religion

Pastor takes his church to the community

By ANA RIVAS—VAZQUEZ
Merald Staff Writer

Meibron Self sits in his office,
the walls crowded with maps,
charts and books, The leader of
the Graham Basotist Church in
Pennsuco 15 & €r and & hard
worker, but he worries about his
dream of reaching the entire
:ummum:&-oaaml spreading the
Word of ’

"1 have the vision,” said Self. 42.
“But it’s not going to be a real,
viable program until the people
sense ownership of the program.”

Yet Self has been successful in
reaching people both in his tiny
community and in Hialeah Gar-
dens, the city across the street
from the trailers and small build-
ing that are his church

When Seif arrived at Graham
Baptist in 1977, church member-
ship totaled 35, and attendance
was even lower, although the
church had been established in
Pennsuco since 1960.

Today, there are more than 200
meémbers and more than 100
worshipers attend Sunday ser-
vices.

With his maps of the area and
ﬁlp\lhliﬂn estimates, Self has

unched an attack on the neigh-
boring community. He has set up a
Spanish department to cater to
Spanish-speaking residents

Every Wednesday, teams of two  Vassed,
g0 door-to-door, distributing the
Scriptures in beth Spanish and
English and passing out invitations tlonthips," Self snid. "We're evan-
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to join the church, Self has maps  gelical in the sense that we go out
that show the sreas already can-  and share our faith,

“Every person who visits our
church, we try and return a visit
“We build our thurch on rela- to thelr house.”

Some of the material Sell and

AL DIAZ / Miami Herala Start
Pastor Melbron Self stands in front of the only church in Pennsuco.

his volunteers use fs part of a
nationwide Southern Baptist re-
vival. Most of the Southern Bap-
tists in Dade County will take a
survey and distribute Bibles in
September.,

“We're just doing it a little bit
quicker than everyone else,” Sell
said. “Our needs couldn't wait
until Sept. 7 and 8"

Self, who quit his job at Florida
Power & Light in 1981 1o become
a'full-time pastor, said his work is
fulfilling because God is the im-
portant force in his life.

In addition to his work u
Graham Bantist, Self works as o
chaplain for the city of Miami
Police Department. He often rides
with policemen and leads weekly
Bible study grelgn,

Self also is active in the govern.
ment of Hisleah Gardens, where
he lives.

Recently appointed by Mayor
Danigl Riccio to the city's Waler
and Sewer Board, Self is also on
the Personnel Review Board

“He does serve the community
well,” Mayor Riccio said, “He's
well-respected and listened to. |
respect him for his views. We may
have different thoughts, but |
wouldn't want any other kind of
person.”

Back in his office, Self points to
the maps on the wall and Indicates
the area he wants to cover: all of
Hialeah Gardens and other areas n
Northwest Dade.

His next project: a new bullding
for the congregation.

“The community is growing
up,” he said. “The houses in the
Estates area from §150,000
to §1 million. So the church, has 1o
present an nncefphrre conducive
to that life style.
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Graham Baptist

5 _zEF070.E0sovs gEasie 2P|

oa
Clikinay smcem .. 2"
vi
The Rev. Melbron Eugene Self s to Pe y's tiny congregation. e
. . 'I‘;

) . T 2 1 ok |
Graham chapel in tiny Pennsuco .
|
Ll . I ] ste
5 o () » cou
becomes full-scale Baptist church &
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A chapsl In the tiny township of ~
chapel in the timy to p o In 1977 the chapel was turned the
Pennsuco, Fla., gain lts Inde- ndlglnn over to Self, He moved [n with his  the
pendence this weskend and bloom wife and theie two boys, Timothy, Ky
into a full-fledged church, Its inde- now 19, and Jelfrey, now 15, w
|| pendence has been 20 years in the v : ¥
making. The already tiny Pemnsuco lost thfp:ﬂ'l 5":\1;_“:::[3 w";‘:ﬁ:f“k"::: tatl
i Geaham Bantist Chapel becomes m‘;‘::‘:::: n:ﬂ::mlf’;d“:nwg:gf:%‘, mack's son, Kenneth, now serves as 73
| Giraham Rantist Church Monday. that continises today T b foreman for what remains of the M
& mission of the e Graham operation in Pennsuco and 3t t
First Baptist Chnrch of Hialeah. It  [a 0960, there were 150 to 200 lives in the coral-block house built ‘g
was formed to moet the spiritual chapel members. .I]‘)l the mid-1070s, by Ernest Grahan -

|| "The chipel Wl & mission of the
First Baotist Church of Hialeah. It
was formed to meet the splriteal

'meeds of a large group of dairy
workers and thelr families in
Northwest Dade.

Pennsuco has grown out of the

. failed sugar crops of the Pennsylva-
nin Sugar Company. Then engineer,
Emest Graham, father of Gov. Bob
Crabam, was sont 1o South Florida
by the company during the early
19208 to Jook owver the land. The
crops were planted and all falled,
Ernest Graham stayed and bought
640 acres from the company. What

RIAE CODTITEes 1o

In 1860, there were 150 to 200
chapel members. By the mid-1070s,
membership fell 5o low that First
Baptist Churcl of Hialeah was con.
sidering closing the mission. At-
tendance at the meetings was down
o 15 or 20 persops. according to
Gay Self, pari-time church secmes
tary amd wife of the church’y
tor, Melbron Eugene Self. Ruth
Hammuock, a Peansuco “oldtimer"
came to the chapel's aid. She went
to the chaurck and asked the leader-
ship not to close the mission, they
agreed, said Self

Craham operation in Pennsuco and
lives in the coral-block houss biilt
by Ernest Grahsm,

Presently, there are 200 members
on the chapel's rolls, said Sell,

Sell, known as Brother Gene,
says that the new! church's most fme
mediate poal is developing & day-
care center and school system.

“l don't see the smallness of
Pennsuco affecting the whurck be-
couse of the growing arcas around
us,” he sald, ““We draw people as
far away as Homestead, Davie and
North Minmi Beach.”

remains of the townm is shout 20
persons and & stretch of land along
Okeechobee Road (US 27) between
NW 107th and |17th streets. It is
still owned by the Craham family

Graham [Riry workers in Penn-
suco, and thelr families, were sepa-
rated from the rest of the world and
conventional churches by distance
as well as their work.

For six years, during the late
1940s, the workers met for pr.n)ﬂ
and services In bunkhouses. The
houses were provided for the dairy
workers on Grahsm property. They
shr;d the gospel with snakes and
cattle.

About 20 years ago, the Graham
family donated 4 permanent site for
the chapel. Just then, the dairy op-
eration was gradeally phased out in
Pennsuco and was moved north,

WAYNE PARKS PENTECOSTAL

CAMP MEETING ’83

JULY 3 DT

FuL SPEL CHURCH
SUN &

FRI 5

P M. NIGHTLY,

N.W. 8th AVE . FT. LAUDERDALE, FL

TEDOY HUFFAM & THE GEMS

DODY MARTIN
DA, FATIE ATKINSON

- HOST PASTORS ﬁ'A' NE & F‘ANELJ_\ P
ALL SEATS FREE

Ministry to those ‘with needs In every
RADIQ BROADCASTS

WSWN
WEXY - 5

748 LM,
00 P.M,

sarvice'

Mon. thru Fri
Mon. thry Fri




