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Harvey T. Self was born in Clearwater, Florida. He graduated from Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. Self served as pastor of Beacon Baptist Church (aka Beacon Woods), 

Hudson and Eastside Baptist Church, Punta Gorda. He was married to Betty Self. 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 



HISTORY
BEACON BAPTIST CHURCH

In the year 1973, with the help of the Florida Baptist Convention, the efforts of Rev. Bill 
Guess, Director of Missions for the Pinellas Baptist Association, and First Baptist Church of 
Jasmine Lakes, five (5) acres of land was purchased on Fivay Road in Hudson. First Baptist 
Church of Jasmine Lakes was the sponsoring church of the new mission known as Beacon 
Woods Baptist Chapel.

A ground-breaking ceremony was held May 11, 1975, for the sanctuary, and in June 1975, 
First Baptist Church of Jasmine Lakes extended a call to Rev. Harvey Self to serve as mission 
pastor. The sponsoring church chose three (3) couples to help the pastor to begin this work. 
They were Bryce and Maggie Bliss, Peter and Mary Stilwill, and Jim and Marge Manley. In 
October 1975, they held their first services in this new building, with a "Dedication " in the 
afternoon. A fellowship hall was added in 1977, as the first step in their long-range building 
program.

Beacon Woods Baptist Chapel was a mission church for three (3) years. Then, on October 1, 
1978, it was constituted as a church, with the name being changed to Beacon Baptist Church. 
There were 106 charter members of this new church.

A growth in church attendance was experienced in following years. Sometimes there were two 
(2) worship services held on Sunday morning, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. There was a building 
program in the plans for a fellowship hall in the back of the existing building. Ground­
breaking took place on March 11, 1984 for that building. It was completed and "Dedicated" 
on July 21, 1985.

Rev. Harvey Self left the church September 1984, and Dr. Earl White, a retired minister served 
as interim pastor from October 1984 until the church called Rev. James Shriver, who came as 
pastor October 20, 1985. Rev. James Shriver served until July 19871

Rev. David Howard came shortly thereafter as a pulpit supply pastor. He answered the call of 
the church to be its pastor on October 11, 1987. Pastor Howard served until January, 1993, at 
which time he resigned.

Rev. Ron Satterwhite was called to be pastor in June 1993.

Beacon is striving diligently to serve the community in any way possible. There is a warm and 
friendly fellowship - Bible Study and Mission Programs are being taught and kept before the 
people so that the work of the Lord continues to grow in His grace.

May God continue to keep His people at Beacon in the center of His will

“Into the darkness...

Light”
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