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Secrist, Holly (1921-1985) was a native of West Virginia. He served as pastor of Walnut Hill 

Baptist Church, Wallace Baptist Church, Pine Level Baptist Church, Pine Grove Baptist Church 

and East Side Baptist Church all in Santa Rosa County. Secrist and his wife, Lynette Blocker 

Secrist, had three daughters and three sons 



WALNUT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH

In 1915 Southern States Lumber Company constructed a one-room school building near 

the present Walnut Hill Station east of the Frisco Railroad. Arranged for classroom 

work and preaching services, Baptists and Methodists met there together for almost five 

years. On June 13, 1920, under the leadership of Rev. J.H. McAnally and Rev. J.T. Fillin- 

gim, Walnut Hill Baptist Church was organized.

Charter members were Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Deaux, Mr. and Mrs.

W.O. Cohron, and Mr. and Mrs. W.A. Brown. Mr. W.A. Brown was elected clerk and deacon, 

and Rev. McAnally was called as pastor, receiving $60 annual salary. The church was 

received into Pensacola Bay Baptist Association October 12, 1920.

The first building was constructed in 1925 on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. W.A. 

Brown. Located on the north side of the highway, it stood until 1992. Construction on 

the present sanctuary was completed in 1954, and the adjacent pastorium (today a youth
A. x

building) was built in 1958. A brick pastorium was completed in 1976, and a fellowship 

building was constructed in 1986.

- Some of the pastors who have served the church are J.T. Fillingim, H.W. McNair,

A.J. Noblett, C.O. Stewart, Leo Roberts/ Holly Secrista LaDon Hall, Cary Hanks, Jr., Roy 

Chewning, Jesse Wood (Interim), and James Boyd (Interim).

The church owns twenty-one acres of land, including the cemetery with 641 grave­

sites. A special offering to maintain the cemetery is received each year at Homecoming, 

which is observed the first Sunday in August.

Submitted by Billy G. Ward, 5361 Arthur Brown Rd., Walnut Hill, FL 32568

Written by Judith Richbourg Jolly, 8588 Belle Meadow Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32514 

Sources: Records of Walnut Hill Baptist Church and Pensacola Bay Baptist Association

Photo: Walnut Hill Baptist Church, 5741 Arthur Brown Road, Walnut Hill, Florida

(248 words - June 19, 2001)



Penny



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Rev Holly T Secrist 

Birth    19 Jun 1921  

Death    18 Apr 1985 (aged 63)  

Burial    Pine Grove Cemetery    Berrydale, Santa Rosa County, Florida, USA  

 

Family Members 

Children 

    Michael Jerome Secrist 

 

    1951–1989 

 


