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Scull, William L. (-1965) was born in Arkansas the son of Lafey and Gwendolyn Scull. He 

served as pastor of Whitecastle Baptist Church, St. Augustine. Scull and his wife, Faye Tate Scull 

had eight children. 



 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 

St. Johns River minutes 1982

WHITECASTLE BAPTIST CHURCH

In the early 50's, Mrs. Jeanette 
__  .. . . Katnack started a back yard Sunday

School at her home in the Whitecastle 
Farms neighborhood. Every Sunday morning 
Mrs. Katnack took her pick up truck and 
went over the area picking up the 
children. After some months, the Sunday 
School had gotten rather large. The 
nearest church was McDowell, about 

I eleven miles away. The neighbors saw
the need for a church here and began to 

I work toward organizing and building one.
Mr. Henry Katnack (Jeanettes brother- 

in-law, donated the land on what is now 
the corner of Whitecastle Road and 

Katnack Road, and the first money was collected-thirty six cents. 
With the deed to the plot of land in hand and a determination 

, to see that this area had a church. Mrs. Katnack began to go door
to door collecting for the building. Plans had to be made and 
materials gotten together. One man gave some concrete blocks,

I another, concrete. Windows came from someone, doors from someone
else. Then finally, on the first Sunday in January, 1954, the 
first sermon was preached in the new building, which was named 
Whitecastle Community Church.

I' Many of the old records have been lost one way or another, but
we do have the charter papers showing the officers of the group at 
the time - H.B. Stokes, President -Henry Katnack, Vice President - 
Mrs. Jeanette Katnack, Secretary-Treasurer.

An item of interest is that the pews were made by the men of 
I the church out of l"x6" boards, and shellacked to a high gloss.
] Later padding was added to make them more comfortable.
,i In 1959 Al Manus crt was pastor and the church entered the St.

Johns River Association. There were 2.5 members at the end of that 
i church year. Rev. R.O. Walden came in 1960, W.L. Scull in 1963,
[' and O.J. Patterson 1964 through 1968. Harry M. Thomas became church

clerk in 1960, keeping that position until 1964. In 1965 Mrs.
! Myrtle Cooper became clerk till Mrs. Helen Eshenbaugh took over in
i 1968. Rev. A.L. Nelson came in 1971 and the church withdrew from
I the association a year later. Mrs. Dorothy Nelson became clerk
i until 1978.
I During the years there were improvements made here and there,

A wing was added to make Sunday School rooms and a fellowship room.
I; Later a single wide trailer was added in the back for Sunday School
|! rooms and fellowship hall, making more space in the church proper

for class rooms and office,
t Rev. Nelson left in September of 1978, and the congregation
I; voted to petition to join the association again. On August 16, 1979
’ St. Johns River Association voted in annual conference to accept

Whitecastle Baptist Church. Rev. John Smith of Jacksonville 
preached during that time, and Rev. Charles Knight, also of Jack­
sonville came as Interim pastor until June of 1980 when Rev. Buddy 
Hogarth of Palatka filled in. Rev. Larry W. Knowles was called as

■ regular pastor and began his ministry here August 3, 1980. At first
. he was part time-he had an outside job, but became full time

January 1, 1982.
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St. Johns River minutes 1982

Thechurch has grown-a new building has been started at a new 
location nearby. The membership is at its highest in the history 
of the church, and is still growing. The congregation took as its 
motto-"Where there is no vision the people perish” Prov. 29:18.

Mrs. Jeanette Parsley Katnack, the founder of the church, passed 
away on June 19, 1982. In her passing, Mrs, Katnack left the 
church strengthened by her joy of living and serving the Lord. 
Although she was not able to see the fruition of her dream, she 
did participate in the groundbreaking ceremonies in the early 
spring of 19S2.

Mary W. Martin, Church Clerk


