Florida Baptist Historical Society Biography Collection

This link provides the specific resource information which
documents and undergirds the biographical resource
information on a specific Florida Baptist pastors, church staff or
significant laity leaders.

The link you have chosen connects to the specific individual's resource files
that provide the basis for information which the Historical Society has used
to develop the respective biographical profile. The sources attached may
include copies of articles gleaned from back issues of the Florida Baptist
Witness and other news publications. Other resources include books,
historical journal articles and church histories that are cited as
documentation for the biography.

Visit our website at FloridaBaptistHistory.org

Schultz, Michael Joseph (1898-1967) was a native of Scott Haven, Pennsylvania. He graduated
from Stetson University, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and the University of Alabama.
served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Mango; North Boulevard Baptist Church, Wauchula;
First Baptist Church, Wauchula; New Hope Baptist Church, Wauchula; First Baptist Church
Umatilla; Eastside Baptist Church, Lakeland, 1949-1956 and Carter’s Baptist Church, Lakeland.
Schultz was the first pastor of North Park Baptist Church, Orlando in 1922.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF EASTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH

The beginning of the Eastside Baptist Church was in cottage prayer
meetings and Bible studies held in various homes in the late 1930's and
early 40's. In the spring of 1942 a religious census was conducted by
the Southside Baptist Church under the direction of their pastor, Dr.
James S. Day, Jr. In February, 1943, the Associational Missionary,
Rev. Frank Faris, led an evangelistic campaign in a fent at the corner of
federal highway 792 and Meridian Avenue. A Sunday School was organ-
ized with Mrs. I. B. Phillips as the first superintendent. Despite winds
which blew the fent down and fire which eventually damaged it beyond
repair, the work continued to grow. On July 23, 1944, the first perma-
nent building was occupied and dedicated at the current location. Rev.
George Curtice served as first mission pastor, while they continued to
worship in the afternoons. In November, 1944, Rev. A. Flournoy Jemi-
gan, a ministerial student from Stetson University, was called as pastor.

On September 22, 1947, the Eastside Baptist Church was organized,
as an independent Southern Baptist Church. The Southside Baptist Church
of Lakeland, which had sponsored the mission from the beginning, granted
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113 letters of membership. Upon the resignation of the pastor in 1949,
Dr. Charles B. Williams served as an inferim pastor. June 12, 1949, the
church called Rev. Michael J. Schultz as pastor.

December 2, 1951, ground was broken for the auditorium building.
The Corner Stone was set in place in special services February 24, 1952,
and the building was occupied for the first time Sunday, Nobember 23,
1952. In 1954, the mortgage on the auditorium was paid off and burned
May 9 in the worship service. August 15, 1954, ground was broken for
the addition immediately behind the auditorium.

In 1956, Bro. Schultz resigned as pastor and the church called Rev.
Hubert Barnes. In October, 1961, the church aalled Rev. Wendell E.
Witte. The two-story office and educational building was built and the
dedication service of the new building was held June 23, 1963. Rev.
Alton Martin was called as pastor and served from June, 1968 through
May, 1976. The present pastor, Rev. David C. Hall, Jr., began his
ministry at Eastside April 24, 1977.
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UMATILLA BAPTIST CHURCH ORGANIZLD EARLIER THAN 1882 Present
Structure Built in 1925 —Rev. M. J. Schultz Pastor. In the beginning of its
organized life, the Umatilla Baptist Church was known as the Live Oak Baptist
Church. The date of its organization is not known. It has, for many years, reported
to the association that it was organized in 1882, but from statements of older
residents and from references in the available records it is evident that it was
organized much earlier. It IB more than 60 years ago that it was located nearer
Eustis than Umatilla. Later it moved into a building near the Umatilla cemetery
and from there into a school house. In July, 1888, the lot it now occupies was
accepted from N. J. Towell and a house was built and occupied in 1889. This
building was dedicated, as stated in the records, “On the third Sabbath in
September, 1892, being the first house dedicated since the church began.” Work
was carried on in that building until Sept. 20, 1914, and then it was decided to add
rooms for the Sunday school. With this additional room the work went on until the
present house of worship was built in 1925. There is not a complete list of the
pastors available, but records show that the church has been faithfully served by
the following: Revs. Simmons, J. H. Hyman, S. F. Gove, J. E. King, W. T. Gordon,
D. Palmer, T. W. Spicer, D. B. Farmer, W. E. Tallant, J. M. Devanon, Rev. Beck,
W. N. Kingsley. A. V. Pickem, J. M. Thompson, W. G. Patterson, E. Lee Smith, J.
R. Well, W. W. Williams, A. A. Stanley, A. L. Abercornbe, Wilson Finch, J. L.
Jenkins, L. B. Johnson and the present pastor, Michael J. Schultz. The church has a
well-organized Sunday school which for 15 years has been recognized as a
standard school by the Southern Baptist Convention. The church has a membership
of approximately 250 people. The seating capacity is 500. . The church has the
reputation of contributing more per capita for church work than any other Baptist
church in Florida. Umatilla Minister The Rev. Michael J. Schultz, who recently
became the pastor of the First Baptist Church of Umatilla, was born in
Pennsylvania and moved to Florida at the age of 13. He is a graduate of Plant City
High School, Stetson University, Southern Baptist Seminary, University of
Alabama and the University of Kentucky where he served on the faculty for a
number of years, and of the University of Kentucky, where he did graduate work.
Mrs. Schultz is a Kentuckian. She was born at Port Royal; attended Campbellsburg
High School, Georgetown College and the W. M. U. Training School. Brother
Schultz has held strong pastorates in Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama and was the
first pastor of the North Park Church, Orlando, in 1922-23.
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