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Schofield, Dayton served as pastor of Istachatta Baptist Church, 1969-1970 and Chassahwitzka 

First Baptist Church, 1973. 

 



 

 



For Him our church must look beyond
Ils stately walls and spire
To soothe the anger and the hurt,
The lonely to inspire.

And so with "lively stones" we build 
His house of living souls.
Cemented by the Spirit's power -
In love our hearts made whole.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ISTACHATTA BAPTIST CHURCH 1945-1973
The beginning of this church was the outgrowth of a Sunday School organized in 1940 after 

a revival held here by Rev. Frank Smith and Mr. Homer Morgan, evangelists of the Baptist faith. 
This Sunday School was held in the Istachatta School House Sunday afternoons, and preach­
ing services were also held here after Sunday School by Brooksville pastors, including J. A. 
Sawyer, and ). H. Ki Hebrew of Lake Lindsey, Simmons Wade of Bushnell, Rev. Walden of Dade 
City, and a layman, T. ]. K. Funderburk of Brooksville.

Several years went by and money had been saved and several lots were purchased for a 
"sometime Church". Al the same lime, 10% of offerings was given to missions, which was 
later increased to 50% above expenses, and lire other 50% was saved toward a church build­
ing.

In 1945 the same evangelists returned to this community and after talking over the 
prospects with Mrs. Carrie Baxley, they encouraged us to organize a church and to build a 
church house as soon as possible so wc would have our own place of worship. Several of us 
met at the evangelist's tent one afternoon and had special prayer before going further, but we 
fell led to call a meeting at the home of Mrs. Carrie Baxley. Rev. Qrvil Miller, pastor of hirst 
Baptist Church, Brooksville, and several others who were interested in ibis community were 
invited. Bro. Miller was elected moderator and Mrs. Baxley was elected clerk. The clerk was in­
structed to write all the pastors of the Alachua Baptist Association inviting them to meet at the 
school house Sunday, March 11, 1945 at 3:00 P.M., at which time the organization took place. 
After different ones had been asked to give their reason for organizing a Baptist Church, the 
moderator read llxr church covenant, and the articles of faith. Mr. I. B. Turn ley made a mo­
tion, seconded by Mr. Marvin Peterson, that we organize a church.

Fifteen persons became charter members; (heir names are as follows: Mr. & Mrs. I. B. 
Turnley; Mrs. George McNabb; Miss Vada McNabb; Mrs. ). C. Graham; Mrs. Relta Petleys; Mr. 
& Mrs. Marvin Peterson; Mrs. Carrie Baxley; Mr. & Mrs. E. W. Gideons, Jr.; Miss Marie Hayes; 
Mrs. E. Shindeldecker; Mrs. Anita King; and Mrs. D. F. Downs. The name of the church was 
voted to be THE ISTACHATTA BAPTIST CHURCH.

Rev. Orvil Miller was asked to preach in the afternoons after Sunday School which he did 
(or several months. Fie than gave it upas his own church required all his time. Mr. I. B. Turnley 
and E. W. Gideons were the first deacons; Mrs. Carrie Baxley was church clerk; Mr. Gideons 
was treasurer. A weekly prayer meeting was instituted and the church became a member of 
the Alachua Baptist Association ip October 1945. The membership was now 27 persons, and 
a Training Union for adults was organized, then an lolermediate Union.

Rev. Waller Rector was called as pastor; he served 8 months anil resigned on account of ill 
health. We now changed the Sunday School and preaching services from afternoon to morn­
ing and added evening preaching services. Rev. Fletcher Weston was called as pastor. At this 
time there were 36 members, and by September 1946 we began the construction of a concrete 
block church building. This building was dedicated December 22, 1946, and was paid for by 
the next month. An Army barracks and the Istachatta School building were purchased and 
moved onto the church properly to make class rooms and an apartment for the pastor. Rev. 
Weston resigned after serving 5 years & 8 months.

The Church then called Dorman Peterson from BBI at Lakeland who served 7 months, then 
returned to BBI to finish his training. After this, Leonard Halbrook was called and ordained by 

this church and he served 18 months before resigning and moving to Lakeland to attend BBI.
In 1954, Rev. Robert Haines of Altoona was called. He resigned in 1955 after serving 15 

months. On October 9, 1955, Eugene Aiderman was called and ordained. He served 10 
months and resigned August 5,1956 to enter Stetson University. On August 12, 1956, Rev. J. H. 
Palmer was called. He served until lune 1958. In July 1958, Clen Thompson was called and 
served until August 14, 1960. Preston Duvall was called October 23, 1960 and served until 
lune 16, 1963. Charles Nelson was called July 24, 1963 and ordained. He served as pastor until 
July 12, 1964.

The Church used supply pastors until E. M. Fleming was called February 10,1 965. Bro Flem­
ing resigned in June 1966. Brother Clark Segrest was called in September 1966, and served until 
April 1967 when his illness made it impossible for to slay in harness, but he continued to serve 
and witness whenever possible until his death. In December 1967, Rev. W. S. Gresham was 
called and served until his resignation was accepted in February 1969.

In May 1969, Dayton Schofield was called as pastorand ordained in June 1969. I le resigned 
September 6, 1970. Brother O. G. Hail was called November 2,1970 and accepted call to be 
effective January 1,1971. Bro. Hall became sick after his first week on the field, and was forced 
to resign on account of ill health. His resignation was accepted March 7, 1971.

On November 10,1971 Rev. Paul Shipman was called as Pastor. During this lime, the R.A.'s 
were organized, carpet was installed in the church, and the spire was erected on the church. 
Rev. Paul Shipman resigned and on July 2, 1972, Rev. Carl Adams accepted the call as Interim 
Pastor. By this time, the church membership had increased to 115 members - 75 resident, 40 
non-residenl.

On October 22,1972, Rev. Adams was called as full-time pastor. During the 1972-73 church 
year the church purchased additional properly adjacent to the church, and started a building 
fund. A Brotherhood was oiganized in January 1973, and the W.M.U. added another organiza­
tion, that of Mission friends, by April 1973. Musical equipment was installed in the steeple for 
recorded music, church porch was enclosed as a vestibule for the church, and a bus fund was 
started. The church conlhmrtd Io grow, and al the end of lhe 1972-73 year the membership 
had increased to 136 members - 84 resident, 52 non-resident.
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