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R. H. Schneider served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Century, 1939-1940 and Brent Baptist 

Church, Pensacola. 

 

 

 



HISTORY OF CENTURY FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Century First Baptist Church was founded in 1904 with 25 charter members. The land was 
donated by Alger Sullivan Lumber company who also sold us lumber at a discount for our 
first building. When founded, the church was a member of the Escambia County Association 
in Alabama but joined Pensacola Bay Baptist Association September 14, 1913.

Services were held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays in each month until. 1947 when it became 
full time under the leadership of Rev. B. A. Hawkins. The first pastorium was purchased 
about 1949. It was later sold and the present pastorium built,

In April of 1981 the church called Rev. Jerry W. Keese as interim pastor, a position he 
held for 13 months when he was called unanimously to become pastor. In the fall of 1981 im­
provements were made in the adult section of the education building and in 1982 extensive 
renovation and remodeling was done in the sanctuary and educational building. Also, the 
church grounds were landscaped and walkways poured. Sam Stanton was called as Associate 
Pastor/Music Director in 1982 and served for two years. Delmer Tew was called as Music 
Director in the Spring of 1982 and is presently serving.

Today the Church’s mission giving is at its highest level. The church has three active choirs 
and church attendance and giving is at its best level in many years.

Pastors who have served Century First Baptist are:

1981-present Rev. Jerry Keese

1904 Rev. Hunter 1944 Supplies

1905 Rev. Sims 1945 Rev. Charles L. Phipps

1906 Rev. Lindsey 1946 Rev. E. W. Adkinson

1907-1909 Rev. McMurray 1947 Rev. Nail

1910-1912 Rev. W. B. McCreary 1947-1949 Rev. B. A. Hawkins

1913-1914 Rev. J. W, Jones 1950-1951 Rev. James B. Ansley

1915-1920 Rev. J. J. Nelson 1952 Dr, Janies H. Christie

1921-1922 Rev. W. D. Bosdcll 1953-1954 Rev. Henry D. Fant

1923-1930 Rev. A.C. SMI 1955-1956 Rev. B, A. Hawkins

1931-1933 Rev. G, C. Eubanks 1957 Rev. W, D. Peacock ■

1934-1938 Rev. Q. E. Wells 1958-1968 Rev, Evon Ingram

1939-1940 Rev. R. H. Schneider 1968-1977 Rev. Ralph Lee

1941-1943 Rev. Alvin Higdon 1978-1981 Vernie Whittaker

HISTORY OF ENSLEY MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH

Ensiey Memorial Baptist Church was organized under the name Ensley Baptist Tabernacle 
on January 30, 1955, with Rev. J. W. Allen serving as the first pastor. The church began 
meeting in the YMCA building, but later-moved to the Ensley Elementary School, where the 
church assumed its present name. In July of 1955, the church rented a large tent and began 
meeting in it on the present church site. Services were held there on a continual basis until 
April 15, 1956 when |he congregation moved into what is now the auditorium. The present 
Sunday School building was added at a later date.

The firsl Vacation Bible School was held in June, 1958, with an average attendance of 63. 
A record high Sunday School attendance was 134 reached during the pastorate of Rev. Earl 
Plant, who served from 1957-1961.

Due to the rapid growth of the North Pensacola area, the church has decided to relocate to 
accomodate for its projected growth and to better meet the needs of the community. With this 
in mind, a new church site was purchased in August of 1983. The new six-acre site is located 
on the corner of Old Palafox Highway and Tower Drive, approximately three blocks east of 
the present location. Plans are to sell the present property and build a new church plant on 
the new site. A building committee is presently formulating plans for the accomplishment of 
this move. Initial contact has been made with the Church Architecture Department for 
assistance in developing a long-range plan. Ensley Memorial is a family-oriented church, and 
offers a variety of ministries to meet the needs of all ages. A full slate of typical Southern 
Baptist activities is provided.

The church has taken some significant steps toward realizing its ministry potential. These 
include the formulation of a set of specific objectives, the establishment of a working Church 
Council, the beginning of a Deacon Family Ministry Plan, a weekly Sunday School Workers’ 
Meeting and a weekly mail-out newsletter.

Presently serving as pastor of the church is Rev. Gene White, a graduate of Stetson Univer­
sity and New Orleans Seminary. He has served the church since February, 1984.
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