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Saunders, William B., Jr. (1925-1992) was a native of St. Petersburg, Florida. He graduated 

from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in 1965. Saunders served as pastor of churches 

in Louisiana, Georgia, and Florida, including First Baptist Church, St. Petersburg Beach. He and 

his wife, Hazel Carlson Saunders had one daughter. 



Rev. William Saunders Jr. dies

BRYSON CITY - The Rev. Wil- 
liam B. Saunders Jr., 67, of Shep­
herd’s Creek Road, died Saturday, 
Sept. 19, in a Sylva hospital.

A native of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., Saunders graduated from 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary in 1965. He served as 
pastor of Jerusalem Baptist 
Church in Bush, La., and St. Pe- 

Rev. Saunders

tersburg Beach 
Baptist Church 
in St. Peters­
burg. While liv­
ing in St. Pe­
tersburg Beach, 
he also served 
as the first de­
partment chap­
lain of the city’s 
police depart­
ment.

Saunders 
also served as

pastor at Gentian Baptist Church 
in Columbus, Ga., and Norton 
Park Baptist Church in Smyrna, 
Ga. He had been the pastor at 
Acquoni Baptist Church in Chero­
kee for the past 12 years.

Saunders was former director 
of Baptist Resort Ministries in 
Florida, Georgia and North Caroli­
na. He was a director representa­
tive for both State and Southern 
Baptist Conventions on Resort 
Ministries for the past 10 years.

He was also a member of the 
International Brotherhood of Elec­
trical Workers, Local 813 for 40 
years.

He is survived by his wife, Ha­
zel Carlson Saunders; one daugh­
ter, Karen Waddell of Bryson City; 
and two sisters, Jean Briggs of 
Bradenton, Fla. and Marion Jones 
of Ocala, Fla.

; Services will be at 11 a.m. 
Thursday at Acqijoni-^Baptist 
Chapel, in CheroJjgeTTlieRewDr. 
RoyReynolds, Ray Kinsland and 
Ken Sharpe will officiate.

The family will receive friends 
6 to 9 p.m. Wednesday at Melton 
Funeral Home in Sylva, where the 
body will remain until placed in the 
church one hour before the ser­
vice.


