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Sanders/Saunders, John Archibald (November 21, 1871-February 21, 1953) was born at 

Woodville, Florida. He was converted and joined the Woodville church at an early age. In 1895 

he married Maude Dye and they had three children. She died in 1900. Saunders became a 

minister in Leon County He married Alma Parish in 1910. They had seven children. Saunders 

was ordained at the Woodlawn Baptist Church in Jacksonville on October 8, 1908. He was 

instrumental in organizing several churches in the Jacksonville area. In December 1921 he 

moved to Middleburg and served as pastor of Beulah Baptist Church, Clay County, 1925-1926 

and First Black Creek Baptist Church, Penney Farms. 
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5365009/john_archibald-sanders 

John Archibald Sanders 

Birth    21 Nov 1871    Woodville, Leon County, Florida, USA 

Death    21 Feb 1953 (aged 81)    Orange Park, Clay County, Florida, USA 

Burial    Rhodes Family Cemetery    Leon County, Florida, USA 

aka Rev. John A. Saunders. Husband of Maude E. Dye and father of Ruth Lillian, Clarence 

Homer, and Jasper D. Saunders; married secondly Alma Victoria (Parrish)and father of 7. 

 

OBITUARY 

Name and date of newspaper unknown 

Probably the FL Times Union 

Jacksonville, Duval County, FL 

The Rev. John A Saunders, 81, of Middleburg, died in Orange Park Saturday evening following a 

brief illness. 

The Rev. Mr. Saunders was a native of Woodville, and had resided in Clay County for the last 32 

years, moving there from Jacksonville. 

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Alma Victoria Saunders; three daughters, Mrs. Gladys Mann 

of Middleburg; Mrs. Thelma Woods of Avon Park and Mrs. Juanita Young of Charleston, WV; 

three sons, John M. Saunders and Laurie Hubert Saunders both of Jacksonville, and Oliver C. 

Saunders of Marietta, Ga.; and 17 grandchildren. 

Funeral services will be held at 10 am tomorrow in the Middleburg Baptist Church, with the Rev. 

A. L. Fewox and the Rev. Gordon Reeves, officiating. 

Pallbearers will be W. E. Parrish, E. P. Dinkins, the Rev. John Gordon, the Rev. Lester Taggert, 

the Rev. Percy L. Knight and the Rev. Everett Godwin; honorary, the Rev. Clarence Knight, the 

Rev. Ivan Bohannon, the Rev. Charlie Sikes and the Rev. E. T. Sheets. 

Following funeral services, the funeral cortege will leave for Woodville for interment in Rhodes 

Cemetery. Arrangements are under the direction of Key-McCabe Funeral Home. 

Family Members 

Parents 

    John Durrance Sanders    1829–1874 

    Phoebe Ann Starkweather Sanders    1846–1926 

 

Spouses    Maude E Dye Sanders    1879–1901 (m. 1895) 

    Alma Victoria "Vicky" Parrish Saunders    1894–1984 (m. 1910) 

 

Children 

    Ruth Lillian Sanders    1896–1897 

    Jasper Durant Saunders    1898–1930 

    Clarence Homer Saunders    1900–1922 

    Alma Gladys Saunders Johns    1911–1982 

    John Milford Saunders    1912–2004 

    Thelma Gertrude Saunders Woods    1914–1990 

    Laurie Hubert Saunders    1916–2003 

    Oliver Clyde Saunders    1919–2010 

    Juanita Faye "Aunt Skeets" Saunders Young   1922–2009 

    WT2 Virgil Archibald Saunders    1925–1945 



 
 

 

 

 


