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James Henry “Jay” Strack (1953) is a native of Fort Myers, Florida. He graduated 
from Charleston Southern University, Luther Rice Seminary and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Strack’s Florida ministry included serving as pastor of Friendship 
Baptist Church, Immokalee, Florida (1972-1973) and Riverside Baptist Church, Fort 
Myers, Florida (1981-1984).  He served as an evangelist for the Jay Strack Evangelistic 
Association, a Dallas-based ministry which he founded in 1975.  In 2000, Strack co-
founded Student Leadership University to serve youth pastors and train students in 
leadership principles.  Strack is an effective communicator, author and minister who 
now resides in Orlando, Florida. He served as first vice president for the Southern 
Baptist Convention, 1993-1994. Strack and his wife, Diane Strack have two daughters. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Harmony Baptist in North Fort Myers was approved as a mission of Riverside 
in October 1978. Riverside assumed its debt and assets, and our members 
discipled its leadership.  It was decided to change their name from Harmony to 
Twin Brooks Baptist Mission. Application was made to the State Mission 
Board for pastoral assistance. Rev. Stan Berrong was licensed by Riverside 
into the gospel ministry and he served as their pastor for 8 years. Continuing 
under the direction of Riverside’s Mission Committee, they prepared to 

operate independently.  With continued growth, the mission constituted as 
Twin Brooks Baptist Church on April 4, 1982. 
  
1979 Lee Boulevard Baptist Mission 
Riverside’s Mission Committee continued to pursue a church plant in Lehigh 

Acres.  A prime location on Lee Blvd was located and through the Florida 
Baptist Convention Grant Program four acres were purchased in August 1979. 
Riverside contracted for the building and ground-breaking services for Lee 
Blvd Mission was held December 7, 1980. Meanwhile, Otis Guy started a 
Bible study and prayer meeting May 1981 at the home of Carl and Lee Bryson 
with 15 people attending. Dr. Claude Wilson, Associate Pastor of Riverside, 
was called August 1981 as first pastor of Lee Blvd Mission. Anticipation grew 
as the church building progressed, and the first Sunday worship service was 
held November 8, 1981, in the yet to be completed building; 23 people 
became members that day. The formal dedication of Lee Boulevard Baptist 
Church was held March 28, 1982, with special guest speakers and dinner on 
the grounds. Dr. Wilson served as pastor 34 years until his death in 2015. 
 

  
  

 

Rev. Jay Strack   1981 – 1984  
1981 would be a year of change for Riverside. Upon the departure of pastor 
Love it was time to seek God's direction for the future. This prayerful 
deliberation resulted in the calling of Rev Jay Strack. Jay grew up in Ft Myers 
and weathering troubled early years had fully dedicated himself to Christ; he 
used his life experiences to become a dynamic communicator with a big 
vision. Under Jay’s leadership and the organization of Clayton Spriggs, 
Assistant Pastor and Minister of Education, we became Exciting Riverside 
Baptist Church- Where Worship is in Spirit and Truth. We were challenged in 
personal discipleship, sharing our faith, and weekly visitation. We had a 
determined focus for Sunday School growth, grand outreach events and 
county-wide crusades. Riverside held Easter music/drama productions, a July 
extravaganza and our first Living Christmas Tree musical. Jay had a clear way 
of telling the gospel message and people were being saved- 321 baptisms 
during his first 10 months. To accommodate growth, we remodeled, 
Children’s Sunday School classes were moved to Edgewood Elementary 

School and additional property was purchased. August 1983 we added a 
Christian college. October 1983 Jay laid out a 5-year plan of ministry - Quest 
for the Rainbow. Our TV ministry equipment was updated and WSOR radio 
tower raised to 360 ft. and operated 24 hours/day. We implemented a capital 
campaign to build a new educational building to raise money for the 1.5 
million dollar project. Though Jay felt called in a new direction in 1985, his 
dream was fulfilled not long after his departure as we built an educational 
building and opened a Christian school. 
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https://wikibin.org/articles/jay-strack.html 

Jay Strack (born July 24, 1953) is an American Author and leadership speaker. He is the founder 

of Student Leadership University, based in Orlando, Florida and founder of The Strack Center 

for Global leadership and Ministry at Charleston Southern University. His teenage years included 

an addiction to drugs and alcohol. Strack entered Christian ministry in his late teen years. He 

obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree from Charleston Southern University in 1975 and then 

attended Luther Rice Seminary where he obtained a Master of Arts in theology in 1984 and a 

Doctor of Ministry in 1985. Strack was awarded honorary doctorates from Louisiana College, 

Southwest Baptist College, Charleston Southern University, and Trinity Baptist College. 

Ministry 

Strack served as senior pastor of Friendship Baptist Church in Fort Myers before founding Jay 

Strack Evangelistic Ministries in 1975. Since 1975 Strack has spoken to thousands of leaders, 

students, and organizations such as NASA, Walt-Disney Corporation, Universal Studios, and the 

United States Air-Force Academy. Strack has written 25 books and resources. In 2014 he co-

authored The Three Success Secrets of Shamgar with the founder of the Orlando Magic 

basketball team Pat Williams]]. 

Strack is a member of the Southern Baptist Convention and has held various leadership roles 

within the denomination. He was elected president of the Conference of Southern Baptist 

Evangelists in 1990 and later served as vice president of the Southern Baptist Convention. In 

1999, Strack led an effort to lead one of the largest youth events in the history of the Southern 

Baptist Convention. On Dec 31, 1999, over 41,000 students gathered for a global simulcast event 

called YouthLink. 

In 2000, Strack co-founded Student Leadership University to serve youth pastors and train 

students in leadership principles. Student Leadership University hosts Youth Pastors Summit 

(YPS) for Youth Pastors across the nation. These free events are held in Orlando, Dallas, 

Nashville, and Southern California. Student Leadership University also host summer events in 

Orlando, Washington D.C., England, and Israel. 

Strack has worked with several presidential administrations, campaigns, and initiatives. In 2016 

Strack served on President Donald Trump's Faith Advisory Council. This advisory group 

included Jack Graham, Bishop Harry Jackson, Jentezen Franklin, and others. In 2017 Strack took 

part in Trump's inauguration ceremonies at St. John's Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square in 

Washington D.C. Strack also has been interviewed by various news publications, including 

Washington Post, America Voice News, and others. He also has written 30 published books and 

served as the editor for the Impact Student Leadership Bible originally published by Thomas 

Nelson Publishers in 2011. 

In 2020, the President of Charleston Southern University, Dondi E. Costin, announced the launch 

and creation of The Strack Center for Global Leadership and Ministry. The Strack Center for 

Global Leadership and Ministry at Charleston Southern University offers academic credit for 

students seeking faith-based learning opportunities. The Strack Center focuses on three areas: 

biblical worldview and apologetics, youth culture and ministry, and global leadership strategies. 
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https://www.thenewsenterprise.com/news/local/university-founder-presented-legacy-in-

evangelism-award/article_91e2 

University founder presented Legacy in Evangelism Award 

 

    By CHIP HUTCHESON KENTUCKY TODAY Mar 12, 2024 0  

 

Jay Strack, founder of Student Leadership University, whose mission statement is, “Equipping 

the students of today to be the Christian leaders of tomorrow,” was presented the Legacy in 

Evangelism award by the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

 

Strack, an Orlando, Florida, resident, accepted the award Tuesday morning at the REACH 

Evangelism and Missions Conference held at Severns Valley Baptist Church. 

 

Tommy Tapscott, associational mission strategist for the Laurel River Baptist Association, made 

the presentation and spoke of Strack’s influence on his life. 

 

He recalled attending a youth evangelism conference 30 years ago in Frankfort where Strack was 

the guest speaker. Tapscott said God used Strack to impact him to be called into ministry. “This 

is a gospel gratitude moment of thanks to Jay Strack — I am thankful for your impact on me and 

upon thousands and thousands of people you have mentored and have invested in.” 

 

In accepting the award, Strack said it is “very humbling — I am blown away.” 

 

Each year KBC presents the award at REACH to recognize someone who has made a lifetime 

evangelistic impact throughout the nation and world. 

 

Strack has made presentations at more than 10,000 high schools and 145 universities worldwide, 

coupled with the training of some 46,000 students in leadership and life skills. 

 

He is author of several highly inspirational books, including “Everything Worth Knowing I 

Learned Growing Up in Florida” and “The Three Success Secrets of Shamgar.” He inspired 

NASA’s Marshall Space Center with such presentations such as “It Takes a Team to Launch a 

Dream.” 

 

Rob Patterson, Evangelism team leader for the KBC, said Strack is “highly acclaimed by 

leadership in government entities, the business world and educators as a dynamic and 

inspirational communicator.” 

 

Strack has made presentations in facilities such as the Astrodome, Georgia Dome and TWA 

Dome. He has been a lecturer at the Air Force Academy, the Politburo in Moscow and the 

Knesset in Israel. 

 

His clients include professional sports teams and corporate entities such as NASA, Walmart, 

Chick-fil-A, Johnson & Johnson, General Motors, Pfizer Pharmaceutical, Walt Disney Company, 

Universal Studios and Suntrust Bank. 

 



https://www.sbcevangelist.org/jay-strack/ 
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Highly acclaimed as a dynamic preacher, Jay Strack has spoken to an estimated 15 million 

people in his 35 years of ministry in thousands of churches, over 10,000 high schools and 

hundreds of area-wide, inter-denominational and inter-racial crusades. He has spoken before 

government entities, corporate groups, and numerous professional sports teams in the NFL, 

NBA, and MLB and more than 100 universities. Dr. Jay Strack has shared Christ through his 

message to both Air Force Academy students and faculty, and was the featured speaker for the 

1998 NBA All-Star Chapel. 

 

Dr. Jay Strack is an effective communicator, author and minister from Orlando, Florida. He has 

devoted his life to helping people become winners. Having overcome his own drug addiction as 

an adolescent, he believes, "If I can overcome, anyone can overcome." Acclaimed as a dynamic 

speaker by leaders in the business and educational sectors, as well as the religious arena, Dr. 

Strack has spoken to an estimated 15 million people in his three decades of ministry. 

 

In the early 1970s, Jay Strack wondered where his life was going. He came from a home racked 

by divorce several times over, and had been emotionally, physically and sexually abused. He was 

into drugs and alcohol. Charleston Southern University took a chance on Jay Strack giving him a 

semester to prove himself. Less than three years later, he had earned degrees in religion and 

psychology. "I went from totally unmotivated to a doctorate degree," he says. "From getting 

stoned and thinking school is a waste of time to being radically committed to it. Now, I have 

degrees on every wall of my office." 

 

Challenged by the knowledge that many young people lack the skills necessary for strong 

leadership development, Strack created a program called the Student Leadership University. It is 

targeted to middle and high school students to help develop their leadership skills. 

 

Dr. Strack is the author of more than 15 books including Good Kids Who Do Bad Things: How 

to Help Your Kids Make Good Choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



https://slulead.com/staff/dr-jay-strack/ 

Leadership in government, business, and education entities proclaim Dr. Jay Strack to be a 

dynamic communicator.  He is the author of several highly acclaimed books, including The 

Power of One.  Jay believes, “Trust is built through genuine, intentional relationships and open 

dialogue across nations, cultures, and beliefs. Only then are hearts and situations changed. With 

every breath, my soul prays for peace in our country and across the globe.” 

 

As Founder and creator of Student Leadership University and the Strack Center Global at his 

alma mater, Charleston Southern University, Jay has successfully merged the classroom with 

behind the scenes “edu-tainment” experiences across America, in  England, Israel, Egypt, Jordan, 

West Bank, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Sudan, Spain, China and Africa, thus providing a customized 

environment for learning. 

 

Dr. Strack is a Senior Fellow at Liberty University, designing global programs to connect 

American students with Middle East students through dialogue, study, and relational interactions 

both online and in person. 

 

More than 30 years as a volunteer speaker in high schools and universities has given him a 

unique understanding and perspective to inspire students. Strack speaks to students in the same 

way he presents to major corporations and professional sports teams, believing that if given the 

right tools, students can soar into future-tense thinking and influence as leaders. Having 

prevailed over drug addiction and an abusive childhood, Jay believes, “If I can overcome the past 

and believe in the future, anyone can.  Dreams can determine your destiny.” 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.charlestonsouthern.edu/academics/centers-and-institutes/strack-center/ 

Student Leadership University 

 

In 2020, Charleston Southern and Dr. Jay Strack ’75 launched an initiative that marries SLU’s 

mission with CSU’s faith-based academics—the Center for Global Leadership and Ministry. 

 

After graduating from CSU, Dr. Strack founded Student Leadership University, whose mission is 

to prepare the next generation to think, dream and lead through a challenging series of leadership 

training processes that equip students to have a renaissance mind, the heart of a patriot, the soul 

of a saint, the discipline of a champion and the influence of a leader. They accomplish this 

through leadership adventures developed to provide students with primary source experiences 

and access and exposure to world class thought leaders. 

 

 


