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Sapp, Alfred served as pastor of Bostwick Baptist Church, Palatka.



St. Johns River minutes 1980

BOSTWICK BAPTIST .CHURCH

The work in the Bostwick area appeared to have its beginning
in 1890 when the St. Johns River Baptist Asscciation met at the
Evergreen Baptist Church of Clay County. Acting on the recommenda-
tion of the Mission Committee, they voted to send Rev, D. L,
Kendrick to work the west side of the St, Jchns River in the
vicinity of Bostwick. In the 1898 Annual Meeting of the Assoclation
Bostwick Baptist Church petitioned the Association for membership,
with Mr. L. C. Williams as messenger. In the 1899 Annual Minutes
of the Association, Bostwick Baptist Church appeared in the
statistical pages as a member with Rev. W. .H, Minton as pastor and
Mr. L. C. Williams as clerk. .

In the Putnam County Historical Sites, copied from the FLORIDA
STATE GAZETTER AND BUSINESS DIRECTORY, Vol I. 1886-1887, Bostwick
had a population of 75. The Jackscnville, ‘Tampa, and Key West
Railway ran throungh the town. Bostwick had a Baptist Church, public
schocl, & saw mill, and two stores. It was only a way station but
had daily mail service., The first settlement was established here
in 1882, Land sold from $3 to $8 per acre. Davis & Webster nan a
saw and planing mill, Rev. M, L. Dyes was pastor of the Baptist
Church, Parker & Caraway were grocers , P,7.L. Quees was postmaster,
general merchandise, and real estate, The following had orange
groves: John Hancock, Wm. Melton, J. Sweat, Geo. Knowles, Wm,
Register, and J. Williams,

Some of the early pastors to serve BRostwick Baptist Church were:
W. H. Minton, 1898-1899; Charles Conway, 1900; W. H. Minton, 1903;
D. W. Glisscon, and J, F, McBride are listed for 1904; J. T. MagRride,
1905-1913, We have no copies of the Annual Minutes ¢f the Assoccia-
tion from 1914-1918. Tn 1919 T, Jd. Knight wae listed as pastor;

J. F. McBride, 1%31:; L., T, Ivey, 1922,

In 19223 the church body elected to become Independent. During
that time W. E. Wall, 1. L. Durden, along with others served as
pastor. It continued to be an Independent church until 1943 when,
under the leadership of Alfred Sapp, the church voted to return to
the Southern Baptist Convention, although in the 1936 Annual Minutes,
W. 5, Matheny was listed as pastor.

The original church was located about a mile east of the Bost-
wick cemetery, on property deeded for the purpose of a cemetery
and a church. Later the present building was built from materialsg
from an old schocl building purchased from the county when the
present old school building was built, From 1937 until the present
time the church has been served by fifteen pastors. They were: E. W,
Tucker, D. E. Sherrouse, Percy Summers, W. E. Hall, C. C. Harris,
Alfred Sapp, Nathan Wilkinson, J. S. Murphy, W. M. Dyess, Bobby
Ceollins, D. E. Willis, J. A. Eason, John Ingram, V. J. Major, and
Gene Janda. Mr. L. C., served as Church Clerk from 1889-1911 and Mr.
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