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Sanders, William Ira served as pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Jacksonville for
39 years until his death (1921-1959). He was born and raised in Florida.
At the time of his death, he held the living record for the longest
continual pastoral service in any Southern Baptist Church in Florida. He
served as a Baptist minister for 51 years. He served as pastor of First
Church West Palm Beach, Cocoa and Titusville. He also served as clerk
of the Jacksonville Baptist Association from 1921-1959. Sanders was a graduate of
Columbia College in Lake City (A.B. 1914), and attended Crozer University in
Pennsylvania and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas. He married Sallie Childs Harrison in 1920.
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RA SANDERS, DEAN OF FLORIDA PASTORS
| ASSN. CLERKS, DIES IN JACKSONVILLE

lliam Ira Sanders, pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Jack-
lle for 39 years and a Baptist minister 51 years, died on
ry 21 after a brief illness.
eral services were held in
Church on January 23. Of-

1g¢ was John Maguire, ex-

e secretary of the Florida

it Convention, assisted by

. Stracener, editor of the

la Baptist Witness; John
rs, minister of music, South-
‘hurch; Sydney L. Rees, dea-

f Grace Church; E. D, Me~

1, pastor of Paul Avenue
*h; Joe J. Martin, pastor of
Shore Church; and L. A.

5, retired minister, all of
onville.

+ Deacons of Grace Church
active pallbearers and Bap-
astors of the area honorary
2arers.

litional services were held
nuary 24 in Medulla Church,
and with Frank Colburn of-
ing. Burial was in Fitzgerald
tery, :

. Sanders was not only one
orida’s oldest active pastors,
7as one of the oldest in point of service. He held the state rec-
or the longest continuous pastorate in a Baptist church. He had
served as clerk of the Jacksonville Baptist Association continu-
since 1921, another record.

graduate of Crozer University, Pennsylvania and Southwestern
nary, Ft, Worth, Texas, Sanders was pastor of First Church,
1 before coming to Jacksonville.

wvivors include his wife, Mrs. Sallie Harrison Sanders, and
4l nieces and nephews.

William Ira Sanders

5. Guy Elected Secretary of Hospital Board

ACKSONVILLE, Fla.—(BP)—T. Sloane Guy, Jr., pastor, First
ist Church, Birmingham, Ala, was elected to the position of
utive secretary-treasurer of the Southern Baptist Hospital board.
election came at the annual meeting of the board held at Bap-
Memorial Hospital here. Guy succeeds Dr, Frank Tripp who,
+ 12 years of service with the board as its executive officer, has
unced his retirement effective June 1.

juy was expected to announce his decision shortly.

. native of North Carolina, he was educated in the public schools
awrenceville and Lynchburg, Va. and graduated magna cum
e from Wake Forest College in North Carolina in 1939. He re-
«d his graduate training in theology at Southern Baptist Theo-
al Seminary and Yale University.

ince completing his education he has held pastorates in First
ist Church, Wilkesboro, N. C.; Westhampton Baptist Church,
mond, Va,, and First Baptist Church, Wadesboro, N. C.

le served one year as chaplain of Kentucky State Children’s
1¢; had special training in North Carolina Baptist Hospital at
ston-Salem, N. C. in 1953 and 1954, and served as chaplain of
two Baptist hospitals in Birmingham, 1954-56. He has been pastor
‘irst Baptist Church, Birmingham, since 1956.

Guy is presently an Alabama representative on the Sunday School
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, a trustee of the Birming-
ham Baptist hospitals, and is trustee of the Birmingham Sunday
School Association. He is a member of the executive committee of
Birmingham Baptist Association of churches and a member of the
Alabama Baptist State Convention’s executive committee.

He is married to the former Anne Haynes of Greensboro, N, C.
and has three children, Linda Evelyne, Thomas Sloane, III, and
Christy Anne.

Guy is a certified professional hospital chaplain and has done
considerable work in the field of hospital administration and manage-
ment.

Although Tripp will not retire until June 1, the Hospital board has
requested its new executive officer to assume his responsibilites Mar.

(Continued on page 16)

Blind Chinese Student to Return to Hong Kong
As Missionary Upon Completion of Studies in U. S,

Miss Lucy Ching, The Braille Evangel scholarship student, completes
training this month at Southwestern Baptist Seminary, Fort Worth,
and will join the host of Baptist men and women around the world
witnessing for God’s kingdom. Miss Ching offers this departing mes-
sage: On February 10 my round trip to America comes to an end.
Words are not adequate to express my personal thanks for the three
i:arsd of Seminary training and the sincere kindness of many Baptist
iends.

I shall miss your dear fellowship and the comfort of your Ameri-
can conveniences. But I must go now to answer my Lord’s call to
serve Him among His people in my homeland.

The special blessing of my visit in America is to have learned that
I have a wonderful opportunity to be useful. I have learned that
many blind people in America have regular work in professions and
common trades, The common people in my country cannot read and
write, I do not like to remember that my Chinese fellow-blind have
no opportunity, because there are no educational facilities for them.
It is comforting to know that the Lord has prepared me to serve in a
special work for Him,

Although my sight was taken in infancy, God has provided a pro-
tecting watch-care over my life through the care of wonderful par-
ents, through the loving interest
of missionaries from America, and

through the Braille Evangel
scholarship for Seminary train-
ing.

Upon my return to Hong Kong
as a missionary I want to empha-
size that the thought that all true
Christians are called to be mis-
sionaries, Some are called to
serve in distant lands, and some
are called to help others to go
and tell Christ’s message of sal-
vation, There is much work to be
done for opening a ministry to the
blind in Hong Kong, This exten-
sion of the Braille Evangel minis-
try will depend on your prayer-
ful concern, As you look forward
to reports from my work, my
prayer is that the blessings of
God’s grace shall abide in all
services offered in the name of

Jesus. . 1ucy Ching

Box 6999
Fort Worth 15, Texas

SN

Miss Lucy Ching, reading the
large Braille Bible open on the
table before her,
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Mr. Porcher was called on business.
~—20 Years Ago—

Rev. Ira Sanders.' pastor of the
First Baptist Church, had accepted a '
call to the Punta Gorda Baptist
Church.

The Tampa Tribune (Tampa, Florida) 29 May 1910, Sun  Page 24

F‘l -

nesday.

Rev., Ira Sanders, who has been at- |

tending Columbla College at lake !
City, is here at his old home for a,
time and s temporarily assisting Ed- |
itor Brittain In the office of the l-'lur—i
ida Baptist Witness, ,

Mk hant ~AF Ffeianda Anf Twmamat Roaha |
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ana enaea nis work in September
1915. For nine months the church
was without a pastor until the |
Rev. W. Ira Sanders began his
pastorate June 18, 1916. He left
on October 22, 1916, to go to |
Punta Gorda Baptist Church.
October 29. 1916. the Rev. J. C.
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_June 10, 1920

BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev. W. Ira Sanders will preach
his final message to the members and
congregation of the Cocoa Baptist
Church Sunday evening, June 13th.
Rev. Mr. Sanders having resigned the
pastorate of this church, has accepted
a call to the First Baptist Church,
Punta Gorda, Fla.,, and will begin
work on his new field June 15th,

There will be a special service Sun-
day night, and the public is cordially
invited to attend. J

NEW SMYRNA. NEWS, PRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1913,

| Baptist Church—

At the evening service in  the|
Baptlst church next Sunday evening|,

Rev. W. Ira Sanders. who has been

gerving the church as pastor during!

the summer, will preach his farewell
gsermon to the congregation here.

Rev. J. T. Jenner of Palmetto has|

accepted the call to become pastor
of the church and has arrived in the
city to take up his work. Rev. Mr.
Sanders will go back to Lake City
to complete his course in Columbia
college.

== T
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MISS HARRISON AND
REV. SANDERS MARRIED.

At a six o'clock morning wedding,
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Zeke
Messer, Tuesday, August 10, 1920,
Miss Sallie C. Harrison and Rev. Win.
Ira_Sanders. of Punta Gorda, were
united in marriage, Rev. A, J, Beck,
pastor of the Baptist church, con-
ducting the ceremony.

Only a few intimate friends of the
bride were present: Mr. and Mrs. C.
M. Howard and Miss Alice, Miss Wil-
lie Beck, Mrs, J. D. Jones and little
Florence, Estelle and Lottie Mason
and Effie Tucker.

Immediately after the ceremony
the bride changed her pretty white
wedding gown for her traveling dress
of blue taffeta, and accompanied
by the party, went to the train, leav-
ing at 6:45 for a short honeymoon
at different places in Florida.

Their home will be at Punta Gorda,
where Iev. Sanderg is the pastor of
the Baptist church.

Miss Sallie has made her home with
her sister, when in Sarasota, for a
number of years, She was a valued
 Teacher in the Bradentown primary
\school, having held the position for
'seven years, and was dearly loved by
‘her pupils, An  earnest Christian
'worker, she will be a real help to her
husband in his ministerial work.

" That their path in life will be one
of happiness is the wish of many

i friends.—Sarasota Times. .

August 10, 1920,
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aSHerald Bureau)
West Palm Beach, May 8.-
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Church, in this_city.
Rev. W. Ira Sanders, the new pas-
‘tor of the Baptist church in this city,

preached at the morning service yes-

I
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V. Ira Sanders.
“Former Baptist &2
Pastor Here, Dies

se
B, tiq
The Rev. W, Ira_Sanders| onf|
two occasions pastor of the Firs{| e
Baptist Church, Cocoa, died in]|By
Jacksonville January 21, follow| Py
ing a brief ilness. His passing| 4
terminated a ministry of 39 yeard| vy
at the Grace Baptist Church]|nd
' Jacksonville, the church to which
he went from Cocoa in 1920, wi
Mr. Sanders was not only ond| By
of Florida's oldest active pastors)| siy
but was one of the oldest in poin{|| ¢
of service, He held the state record| v
for the longest continuous pastord| e
ate in a Baptist Church, He hadl| yeq
also served as clerk of the Jacks||an
, Sonville Baptist Association since]f yp
1021. He was an active ministcll en
1

for 51 years,
v Mr, Sanders began his firs pr
period of pastoral ministry witlff o
the Cocoa church in 1916 on o 5
half-time basis. During his second| ;4
period of leadership the chure
+ went to a full-time status, whici ini

has since been maintained, la
e fo




