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Sanders, E. C. served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Zolfo Springs, 1933-1936. 
 
 
 
 



story of the Zolfo Springs? Baptist Church.

There ■■-g?e few records kept, when the church was first organized. 
Therefore we are unable to write a complete record, as to the 
beginning of the first time it was organized.
lo’-ever in checking the record books of the church, find 

that, The Baptist Church of Zolfo Springs was ‘organized in the fall 
of the year of “991 , with Rev. J, Entzminger, as Pastor,
:wo '.‘•-c , end a total of twelve members.
z In the fall of
fed. ;-'?02. , . 7. Lewis, became.concerned over the fact that there

not unday School, in the Zolfo domunity, realizing dr ::■ :ed 
she or he <3 ( LonmnmandnMaud , organized a S. S. at the School Rouse 
with two grandchildren, in attendance. kith a bur-ten for lost souls, 
much discouragment, and with a great faith, the work vras carried on.

Efforts had been made before, but seemingly had failed.
t'ith a small population, and very little money to finance the work, 
the growth was slow, however little by little funds were raised 

to build the first Church Building ,
Then we do not have a record of the progress of the work, 

until Sept. 1.907 Second Sunday.
burin/ this period of t/me, five “'inisters had served the -lurch.
The attendance had grown, God was blessing the work.
luring the summer of If!08, The church granted the Nethodist 

Pooele the us* of the building, for a protracted •ieetin
Until Dec. “906, Church service was only held once a month.
it this time , the church wanted to hold service twice a month, 

but were unable to pay a Pastor, so if was agreed to ash the
board , to help them.
During the year of ±908, there was eleven addittion.

e know there were many hardships, and sacrifices to carry ontbe we:/ 
work of the Lord, But with prayer,faith and love for one another 
God a bundantly blessed the faithful workers.
b"e cannot find the date . that this Church went into the bssociati n 
But we find that in Oct. of 1910, A Church letter tjas prepared 
to be sent. By this time we have record , Chat the membership Bas 
grown to a Number' of 52, The Church is carring on all phases of the 
work, would like to mention a part of this report,
S. 5, expenses for the year,29.$6 cents, Asso. missions, 7.00 
State missions, -4.00, Orphanage, 0i5.II , offering for the poor 
'44.35 Pastors salary, '107.65 
( C n of the- messengers sent from the church, was hiss Lose Robert.
All -“long the record show that there were some who were not livin'" 

as a christion and they were excluded from membership.
The first record we have of any ordaination in the church was
eb. 18, J.915,
Rev. Gam Durrance served as Pastor from IgO I9U Until “915 
Ron ?'4, 1915, the church called Rev. L. , Harrell as Pastor, 
in April of 1916, e find the church taking on a new task, th” 
of sending the Castor to the Southern Baptist Convention.
■■'here is little said as.to any one member or any group, Until 
Hay 25? 1916, as of which date, the church adopted resolutions 
concerning the obituary of Brother Jonathan Irving Roberts, who 
was referred to os the strong arm of the church. he same mate 
the church appointed a comittee to secure funds foi* building 

a pastoriun. Those appointed to serve were, Bro. L. '). oberts, 
Bro, Preston Cryers Bro, D, ' . Mercerand Bro. n 0, Sawyers.

( 1 wonder how many of those brothers are present in this s w’vice.
Sometime between Sept. T9i7, until Ray 6, T‘"fC Lev. Barrel'-, 
resigned »S'--'P??stor. Lay 6, 1917 Broths:-- ''. ... ■■oodson wa lie

to serve the church. .Ion-: about this tin... the ^astorrin“ . w
bui t, we find, the church consideringwirin : the pastorim■..



Rd Sept. 19X9 The ^olfo Church assisted in the Organizatfr of ■-■ 
Brownville Baptist Church, .
On July I/., 1921 the church called Rev. w.D.M.Hays as Pastor, 
lug. 16, the pastorium question was brought up again. 
Sept. 12th. a conference was held to discuss separating the

Peace diver association /This church did not approve . ado 1st'?. 
March 27j ±926, during this time the Pastor Bro. Hays Passed 
on to his eternal reward, dev. Henry Smith acted as moderator kiri 

ng this time/ . -
lay 4th 1926, the church called dev. M.A.Pollard as pastor, 
back to Sept.12

At this time we find the saints of Cod, fighting sin, much the 
same , as this church is still doing today.
April 17, 1927, the church passed a motion to ask the represent 
in legislature, to stick to Antigambling law, and do ---hat they 
could to stop hunting and fishing on Sunday.
As time went , June the 5th, 192? Bro. resigned Pollard 

Nov. Ist,I927 , Rev. A.A. Burke was called to. pastor the church. 
However his time serving the church, was short, for Dec. TBth, 7°A7 
Bro. Burke resigned .
"eb, ±9,1928 ,the church called Rev. J. L.. De Armand , as .castor. 
The work was growing , for Sept. 1926, the church voted to way, 
the Pastor six hundred dollars a year.
Also a sugestion was made to have full time services.
The work continued to grow with some opposition, for we find 
the church is still concerned about delinqunt members.
“pril I? , 1-93’2 ,the "church sent Bro. De^rmand to the southern Papti 
Convention.At St. Petersburg, la.
The summer of 1932, the need of a new church building,bey--n to 
be discussed. So On June 24th ±932, the men gathered to haul 
sand to begin work on new building.
In Sept. 1929, we have the first record of a train." Union. 
Place this when coping overO))))))))))); 
This 'a during Bro. De Armands pastorate.
“ome tine in Sept, of!932. the church sponsored a mission,
Nov. 10th, the church granted permission to Bro DeArmand to 
baptise several candiates, the location is not stated other then 
Above Rachula.
The Church was realizing the need for the members to thithe, 
as special was called to this in conference. Jan. ±5, ±933, 
The Pastor reported another Sunday School had been organized, 
at Center Hill. The record tells us that this was the third 
fission Sunday School Sponsored by this church.
The Other Mission Mentioned as the Altman Sunday School/

July TOSS, the church Or Pastor organized another mission S.S.
August ±933, Bro. SeArmand resigned as Pastor.

Sept. 17, 1933 the church called Rev, R.C. Sanders as Pastor.
Sept. “935 Brother Sanders gave up the work,on this field.

Jan. 5, ±936 the church called Rev. Vernon Coker as Pastor.
April of ARSD^wtheiinhurEhagrres± to have Bro. oker to preach 

every -'anday.
God continued to bless the church, we have the first record 

of the church grant liscense to preachthe t-ospel to Pro. \'ernon 
Harper.During .the summer of 1937, The people realised the 
need of a dditional room inoerder to take care of the Sundaw 
School attendance.so they built rooms.

Penny



Get. 2nd ”93 r ’olfo Church ordained ’’■; obert Harper as minister 
to srve Gardener Church,
ct. 30, I93this church ordained bird to the ministery,
Lept , 15 1940 the Church ordained deacons .

Feb. 16, I94t} Bro, Coker resigned as pastor,
n June 15, 1941 > The church called lev, ilercer Gilmore , to serve 

for the balance of the year.
ho Oct, 31? --943? the church met to’ordain "’to. . J. fcavrs 

to the full gosnal rd nistery. Having been called to serve the 
Union Baptist Church , near Lily community.

■or:, time alon ’ in ct. 5.5, Tro. Gilmore rest n <1 as Tutor. 
Oct. , 1045? Brother Lewin was calls to cuter th- <itu''ch,

■ 'arch yth 1947, Bro. Lewin resigned ,
■'ay 25, 1947, the church callodxitEo Rev, Lorin illiams 
a: pastor , and was accepted.
Ill alon/ the church, had its hardships, as well as many 

blessings, seemingly ar times it w s on the mountain top,
ano satan with alibis cunning habits, would creep in and 
ewe some bo stumble ■along the way, but the chu: ch ws being 
ever mindful of the ■“’ ct, that If God be for us , who could 
be against us., Has continued to hold to the faith once delivered 
to the saints.

Then in June of the same year , the church sponsored the 
first Vacation Bible School. ' hich was very successful.
On June 20, 1949, We: Bro,, williams resigned to take up the 
work in Terry, Bia. •

dept. 5th, 194$ the church called lev. Heniy Locklear as castor 
However being unable to come at this time , the church voted to 
zait to. accent his proposition, being unabe to close his work 
in so short of time.
■gain the church met to ordain Bro. Marvin Lynn to the .full gospel 

-■inistery. Having been called to Ft. Odgen Church.
Turing the time of waiting , for present pastor, the church called 

ev. Dr. T-. J., McClure to supply as pastor , and he was- willing 
to serve. T might add that this time, the church had twopac-tors.

Yes time goed rolling in, times change just as the weather, 
peoole now inthe community, others move away, very often the ch:1 0 

is not aware, that some homes have been vacs' d,as so many Jo nor 
attend ny church, arc not interested incarrying on the work of the 
Lor ., while others may move in for just a short time, but innediat 

place their letters with the church and go to work Tor the Lord.
\.e have just recorded our records for our Vacation Bible School 

130, pupils enrolled, better than 95 average attendance.
Turley the lord has blessed this church, even tho satan is still 

at vrork, doing every thing possible to tear down all that the saints 
have tried so hard to build up and carryon the spread of the ■'-ospel 
Yes Im sure allt through the years , these men of God has faced 

many trying, ordeals, the going has not been easy, It has taken real 
courage, a strong zeal, and a faith in God thfet couldnot or cannot 
be shake: , But God Has promised to go with us all the way, even unto 
de th. Tolfo Springs church is still growing . she has outgrow 
the present building, and God willing , a new building will soon be 
started. Only God knows what the future holds for us , but may we 
keep our faith grounded in Jesus Christ, and tho the st-roms may come 
and the winds of satan, abuse us , we can say with Paul of old.
I have fought a good fight I have: kept the faith, henceforth a cro:vi 
of rightousness avr its all those who will endure to the end.
hay be pause for just a minute, in memory of those who so willingl“


