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Samples, Edward, Jr. (1923-2004) was born in North Carolina the son of Ben
Edwards, Sr. and Lucille Fisher Sample. He served as pastor of Westside Baptist Church,
Zephyrhills, 1975-1976 and San Mateo Baptist Church, during his ministry the name was
changed to First Baptist Church, San Mateo. His wife was Elizabeth H. Samples.



San Mateo First, St. Johns River minutes 1972

pipe was stk out the window, Mrs, Ramsey sold an organ to the church for five
dollars and Mrs, Effie Jewett hecame the organist, Two of the members played the
violin, The room was lighted by a gasoline lantern, which had mantels, and every
time a bug hit it, it would go out, Thus the present San Mateo Baptist Church had
its begiming in a very humble way,

On the first Sunday in November 1922 Dr, H,L, Lawson, fether of Mrs, Clande
Conway, became pastor, The State Mission Board of the Florida Baptist Convention

d the responsibility for paying the pastor,

Dwing the spring of 1923 Dx, Lawson had charge of two services each month,
and his brother-in-law, Rev, Fred Quell preached for two Sunday nights each month
for a period of several months, Rev, Quel! was then called to Peniel Baprist Church,
Dx, Lawson took over again as pastor and served until December 1, 1928,

With the church debt paid, the members now thought they could afford a full
time pastor, and they called Rev, William Poppe!l on Necember 28, 1928 at a salary
of fifty dollars per momh, Rev, Poppell pastored the church for about six months
when he was called to Texes because of the serious illness of a member of his
family,

From July 1929 until the Spring of 1936 Dx, W,C, Norman, pastor of the First
Baptist Chwrch of Palatka, pastored the church, To accommodate Ix, Norman's
schedule, services on Sunday were held in the afternoon, This period of about six
years was considered es the most successful period in thé history of the church,
At a meeting held July 18, 1926, Mr, AE, Turman was elected as a deacon and
ordained on Ocrober 10, 1029, Others who served the church dwring this period
were: Walter Lewis, Secrerary and Treasurer; Clarence Wells, taught an Jutermediate
Class; Lynn Burling, was Sunday School Supt, In 1983 Mrs, A5, Twrinan was Secre-
1ty and Treaswrer and Mr. AT, Turman was Church Clerk, In 1932 Miss Geraldine
Ryals (Mrs, Lym Burling) wes clected as Sunday School Pianist, On Yamary 18,
1834 it was voted for the church to go on record to meet all church expenses accord-
ing 10 the Scripture and not have any more suppers and bazaars to raise money, This
method is sull in force today, Mrs, Norman was a great help in the work of the
w.MU,

Rev, James Albert Sawyer served the chwrch as Interim Pastor from August 11,
1935 to April 1936, Rev, Raymond Gomes served as pastor from April 1936 to July
1, 1932 Dwing Rev. Gomes' pastorate, a Mission Sunday School was started at
Yelvington. Afier seversl momhs the church voted 10 ask Mr, Abe Ferrell, the driver
of a school bus, to bring folks at Yelvington 1o Sundey School fn San Mateo, From
this mission work came a young man, Tenny Yelvington, who graduated from Stetson
University, and Golden Gate Theological Seminary Mill Valley, California, and now
with his wife and family are working with the Indians in New Mexico,

The church has several other pastors to serve from 1938 until the present day:
Rev. J.C, Sims, July 3, 1938 - Tec, 28, 1941; Rev, Pon McClellan, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Palatka served the church from April 5, 1842 - October 4, 102 by
holding afterncon services; Rev. John Allen was pastor from Nov, 1, 1942 - May
23, 1943, and was the only pastor tobe married in the church, Rev, Richard A, Kelley,
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Hastings, also served as pastor here from June
13, 13 - Nov, 26, 1944, Rev, Gordon Wood served es pastor from February 4, 1945

= Dec, 16, 1945, He was slso pastor of the Palatka Heights (Hillcrest) Daptist
Church, He ended his pastorate to attend Seminary, Rev. Yelton, pastor of the First
Daptist Church of Palatka, was also pastor here from Jan 16, 1046 -=? Rev, James
Knight was pastor here from April 2, 1847 - May 2, 1049, Rev, George Npwns was
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pastor from June 15, 1949 - December 25, 1949, He resigned as pastax to go imo
evangelistic work, Dr, Henlee Barnette, profe ar § University served as
pastor from March §, 1950 - August 12, 1951, Dx, O, Lafayerte Walker, Head of the
Department of Religion at Stetson University, was pastor from September 23, 1951

-~ March 29, 1863, Muring his ministry the chirch voted to buy the lot joining the
church property st the back for $400,00, On June 20, 1952 Lon Turman gave a report
as to the estimate cost of $6,000 for one unit of the new building, Rev, George Prom
was called as a full time pastor on June 10, 1953 and served until August 4, 1955,
On September 8, 1954, Celvin Diggers was elected es a descon, Rev, Mehali Zam-
pampas served es pastor from August 21, 1955 till March 10, 1957, On December
14, 1955 the following men were elected as deacons: A,B, Grooms, Ir., Leon Cain,
and G,W, Bledsce, On May 283, 1957, Rev, Stewart R, Clark was called as pastor and
he served until November 10, 1963, Rev, EdwerdHolmes, professor at Stetson, served
as Interim Pastor from November 1963 - March 1864, Rev, William D, Wainwright
was called as pastor March 18, 1964 and served umil Jamuary 15, 1967, Rev, Wayne
Frederick served as pastor on two different occasions: February 11, 1967 to Seprem-
ber 30, 1969, and from January 18, 1970 to August 16, 1970,

Following Rev, Frederick the church had seversl ministers fill the pulpit until
Rev, Swinton Futch was called to he Imerim Pastor on January 24, 1871, Rev, Futch
was with the Ford Philpot Evangelistic Crusade Team at the time, He served umil
October 24, 1971,

On March 26, 1972 Rev, Ben Edward Samples, of North Carolina, was csalled as
pastor, At the September business meeting the church voted to change its name
from the Raptist Church of San Mateo to the First Baptist Church of San Mateo, It
was also voted to incorporate the church,

The church celebrated its 50th Amniversary on November 5, 1972,

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE

St. Augustine is the nation's oldest city by virtue of its being the first permanem
settlement made by Europeans in what is now the continental United States, James-
town, Virginia, wes established 42 years later, St, Augnstine was 56 years old by
the time the first pilgrims came to New England,

St, Augustine is the county seat of St, Johns County and in 1870, according to
the ,S, fwreau of the Census, had a population of 12,352, The population of St,
Johns County was established as being 30,727,

St, Augustine, because of its antiquity and history, its many poims of imerest
and proximity to the excellem Atlantic Ocean beaches is an importam tourist
ceanter, St, Johns Coumnty ranks high as a producer of agricultural products, primarily
potatoes and cabbage, Other key commercial activities include commercial fishing,
airplane modification and repair, hoat building, book binding, food processing and
garment manufactring, The gereral offices of the Florida East Coast Railway are
located In St Augustine as is the Florida School for the Neaf and Blind and the head-
quarters of the Florida Military Department,

The history of St. Augustine and Florida falls naturally into four main periods,
Following the discovery of Florida by Ponce de Leon, the first period of actual Span-
ish rle and occupation lasted almost two centuries, It hegan with the founding of
St. Augustine in 1565, and extended down 10 1763 when Spain, defeated in the Seven
Years' War, ceded Florida to Fngland,
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HISTORY OF WESTSIDE RAPTIST CHI'R(C'H

aka Six Mile Pond, Zephyrhills

The histor. of Westside goes back many years beyond what we have records or information. In
1953, Six “file Pond Baptist Church had a rebirth and began to organize.

July 6, 1960 as recorded in the church minutes, the church’s name was changed to Westside. At

this time, there was one wooden building on the property. This building served as the sanctuary
and later as an educational building.

During the 1970's, the church build a pastorium and a new sanctuary.

In 1984, the church sold the pastorium and built another one in Lake Bernadette. The church
also built a new educational building.

In the 1990's, Westside had helped sponsor two new works, Agape Baptist Church, and Jericho
Baptist mission.

Some of the Pastors and the years they served:

Rev. C.E. Wade 1953-1954

Rev. W.C. Saddler 1954-1955

Rev. Nathan Bennetl 1955

Rev. A.H. Pridgeon 1956-1957

Rev. J.E. Kicklighter 1957-1959

Rev. Bob Shirley 1959

Rev. Robert Weaver 1959-1963

Rev. Milford J. Dennison 1963

Rev. Kenneth Tucker 1963-1964

Rev. John Davis 1965-1966

Rev. Orville R. Moyer 1966-1969

Rev. Pete Hall 1969-1970 (Interim)
Rev. John Huff 1970-1971 (Interim)
Rev. Joe Lawhorne 1971-1974

Rev. Edward Samples 1975-1976

Rev. Jack Yelvington 1977-1979

Rev. Virgil Choate 1979-1980 (Interim)
Dr. John Masters, Jr. 1980-1995

Dr.  William Moyle 1995-1996 (Interim)
Dr. Dean Reule 1996-1997

Rev. Robert L. McKinney 1997-present

May God continue to keep His people at Westside in the center of His will.

During thi have | Pastors:

Rev. Joe Lawhorne, who served at this church from 1971-1974, on Feb. 22, 2002 went home to
be with the Lord.

Rev. Jim Ketchum, on Aug. 2002 went home to be with the Lord.
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/163015452/benjamin_edward-samples
Benjamin Edward Samples Jr.

Birth 26 May 1923 Polk County, North Carolina, USA
Death 21 Feb 2004 (aged 80) Burial
Catawba Memorial Park Hickory, Catawba County, North Carolina,
Family Members
Parents
Ben Edwards Samples 1887-1963
M Lucille Fisher Samples 1899-1989

Spouse
Elizabeth Hipp Samples 19262009









