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Walter H. Salter Sr. (1904-1994) was born in Wilcox County, Georgia. He moved
to Jacksonville, Florida in 1926. Salter retired from the Jacksonville
Electric Authority in 1946, and served as pastor of Ephesus Baptist
Church in Hilliard, North Fourteenth Baptist Church in Fernandina
Beach, and Barford Baptist Church in Jacksonville. He and his wife,
LaVerna, had four children.



Rev. J. M. deVette - was born in the
Netherlands - Newendyke, Almkerk on December
25, 1884. In 1888 the family settled in Muskegon,
Michigan. The deVettes belonged to the Dutch
Reformed Church and Rev. deVette learned
woodworking in the Muskegon area. As a young
man he worked in a Rescue Mission in Muskegon
and it was there that he had a real conversion. He
felt led into the ministry in 1913. He was ordained
one week and the next week, August 20, 1913, was
married.

In between serving churches in the North
Florida and South Georgia area - Yulee, Callahan,
Hilliard, St. Marys, Ephesus, and Ruhamah - Rev.
deVette had a woodworking shop in Fernandina.

Rev. deVette served Ephesus at different
intervals during the 1930s, 1940s and early 1950s.
During his pastorate at Ephesus he built a house for
the Don Haddocks; two sisters and two brothers who lived together; built the plywood pews
for the church, and donated a piano which is still in use.

"I recall that Mother and Dad both enjoyed the fellowship with folks at Ephesus and
they called on folks on occasions during the week making the trip from Fernandina. I also
recall their making Wednesday night trips to Ephesus for prayer meetings. I recall that Dad
said on one occasion, jokingly of course, that the Apostle Paul had nothing on him for he
had also preached at Ephesus."

Robert O. deVette
May 1994

Rev. Walter H. Salter, Sr. - was born August 1,
1904, native of Wilcox County, Georgia and lived in
Jacksonville since 1926. He and his wife, LaVerna
had the following children: Richard Gaston Salter,
LaVerna Salter McKinney, Walter Salter, Jr. and
Robert Salter. Rev. Salter died on June 5, 1994, the
149th Anniversary of Ephesus Baptist Church.

While working for the Jacksonville Electric
Authority, Rev. Salter felt the call into the ministry.
He worked shift work and for a while was able to
make arrangement to have Sundays off so that he
could preach. This arrangement did not last very
long, so Rev. Salter retired from the City and went
into the ministry full time. His first sermon at
Ephesus was August 1, 1946 but was called as pastor
on November 16, 1947.
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