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Safriet, J. E. (1858-1947) served as pastor of Beverly Hills Baptist Church, 

Jacksonville, Dinsmore Baptist Church, Grace Baptist Church, Brandy Branch 

Baptist Church and Yulee Baptist Church. He and his wife, Elizabeth Laura Safriet 

had five children. 



J. E. SAFRIET - 1924 J
He served as pastor for eight years. He has been described 

as a very humble, devoted man. He was active in the Jacksonville 
Baptist Association. He served on the Present Day Evils Committee 
in 1934. He commuted from Jacksonville every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
of the month. For special occasions he stayed overnight at 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Hughes.

WILLIAM S. MATHENY - 1934 J
He resided in Baldwin and preached there the 2nd and 4th Sun­

day and at Yulee 1st and 3rd. He was pastor when the first 
preacher, Ward T. Jones, was ordained at Yulee.

VERNON DAVID THOMAS - 1936 /

He was born May 19, 1907. Early in his ministry he had a part- 
time job at a service station in Penny Farms. One of his full-time 
churches was the First Baptist Church at Pomona, Florida. Other 
churches he served were: Mt. Olive, Hedges, Oceanway, Springhill, 
Pine Grove, North 14th St., and Brandy Branch at Bryceville.

His parents were the late D. M. and Treatie Thomas, long-time 
residents of Yulee. He died in 1945. According to the church 
minutes, he organized the church program by adopting a monthly bud­
get, individual envelope system and unified treasure, began monthly 
business meetings and regular observances of the Lord's Supper. He 
led in the formation of the Northeast Florida Baptist Association.

J. M. DEVETTE - 1942 J
He resided in Fernandina Beach while pastor at Yulee. He was 

an expert cabinet maker, and took pride in the fact that he had 
the same occupation as Jesus. He was a well educated Bible scholar 
of Premillennial teachings. He also was pastor at Fernandina First 
during the 301s.

BRONNA B. HALL - 1943

He was pastor and teacher at Yulee School.



 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
WPA Transcript 
 
BEVERLY HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH, 1931--. Ridge and Barton Aves., Jacksonville, Duval 
County. 
 
Constituted 1931. First services in present T shape, white, American Colonial style, frame 
building erected 1931, dedicated 1937; additions 1937, 38. Present membership 112. Active 
organizations, Sunday School, Baptist Training Union, Woman�s Missionary Union with 4 
auxiliaries; Brotherhood. First settled pastor, Rev. E.B. Boling, 1931- five months; common 
school education. Present pastor, Rev. J.E. Safriet, 1935--, 1734 E. Duval St., Jacksonville; 
common school education. 
 
(CHURCH RECORDS), 1931--, 1 vol. Showing minutes of meetings, membership roll, 
baptisms, deaths, receipts and disbursements. Custody of Mrs. S. Safreit, Trout River Boulevard, 
Jacksonville. 
 
(SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS), 1931--, 1 vol. Showing pupils, attendance, collections. 
 
(BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLES UNION RECORDS), 1932--, 1 vol. Showing minutes of 
meetings. Custody of B.A. Freeman, Route #3, Box 462, Jacksonville. 
 
(WOMAN�S MISSIONARY UNION RECORDS), 1938--, 1 vol. Showing minutes of 
meetings, receipts and disbursements. Custody of president, Mrs. L.E. Evans, Route #3, Box 
453, Jacksonville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


