Reese, Tullius Otto (T. O.) (1878-1947) was born in North Carolina the son of Patterson and Rachel Reese. He served as pastor of
First Baptist Church, Perry (1927-1931); Lake Mystic Baptist Church, Bristol (1945-1947); First Baptist Church, Sarasota,
(1931-1934); First Baptist Church, Apalachicola (1941-1945). In 1934, Reese began his work as state evangelist for the Florida Baptist
Convention, a position he served until 1941. Reese received a grant of one thousand dollars from the Florida Baptist Convention
Mission Board for the establishment of a mission in the city of Bristol, on October 10, 1948 the First Baptist Church of Bristol, Florida
was founded. He and his wife, Nancy Jane “Nannie” Benson Reese had five children.
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| Will Preach Here |;

BAPTISTS WILL
HOLD REVIVAL

Rev. T. 0. Reese] Noted
Preacher, Coming Here. ]

! |  Evangelist. [0, Reesg| of Mar- |
| bury, Ala., will conduct special re- |,
| wival services in the Palm Aveénue |

|y| Baptist church, corner Florida |

g and Plam aveénues, beginning Sun-

y| day morning and continuing until

{ 1| March 1. '

Dr. [Reesd is accompanied by |

§! Theo H. Farr, who will direct the |

I|singing. Mr. ® Farr possesses 4|

!trained baritone voice of rare
gquality and i8 Known a8 an ex-
| cellent director and soloist. . He

*| has been with Dr [Hessd for llil:ITE!

) lithnu iwo years. |

t|  Dr, BEESE was for three vears

ilqmte evangelist in Temessee, and |
| for 18 wvears on the staft of the

!"'nunu_ mission’ board of the South-

1" ern Baptist convention. More than
10,000 persons have been received

l imn churches in meeilings co2-

1'ducted by Dr. Heess)

He is remembered by many as

! holding perhaps the most success-

| ful revival in the history of the

‘| Palm Avenue Baptist church, says

| Or. A. M. Bennett, pastor.

Y ipr, Heess is a modest, genial

- ‘| speaker, refined in face and pleas-
£ ey ing in person, with a marked gift
=54 1] gor winning souls to Christ' said

Dr. Bennett this morning. |

]
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t REY. T. 0. REESE, 1
i
h
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-
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Penny
Reese, Tullius Otto (T. O.) (1878-1947) was born in North Carolina the son of Patterson and Rachel Reese. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Perry (1927-1931); Lake Mystic Baptist Church, Bristol (1945-1947); First Baptist Church, Sarasota, (1931-1934); First Baptist Church, Apalachicola (1941-1945). In 1934, Reese began his work as state evangelist for the Florida Baptist Convention, a position he served until 1941. Reese received a grant of one thousand dollars from the Florida Baptist Convention Mission Board for the establishment of a mission in the city of Bristol, on October 10, 1948 the First Baptist Church of Bristol, Florida was founded. He and his wife, Nancy Jane “Nannie” Benson Reese had five children. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
| Main and Adelia,
Sunday school 9:456 a
it
D, I, pastor
[ The Firsl Bapilsi church, Perry.
{ Fla., will preach at the First Bap-
| tist church today at 11 & m., and
al 7:30 p. m. The morning sub
“T'he Ministry of Al-

Jeet will be:
| fMliction,” and at 7:30 p. m.: "“The

m. J. R

]
| Bonenee _sunarintoendo
|

| | Rev. T. 3. Heese,

[i]

| Questlon of This Age pand Every
1AEe."™"

Dr. Béead s one of the best
known minlstera of the south

For some vears he was associated
| with the Homa Mission Board and
thas preached in many of the lead-
ing churcheg from El Paso 1o
Washington

REV. T. 0. REESE, D. b.

Pastor Flret DBaptlst church,
Perry, Fla., who occuples pulpit of
Sarasota Baptist church today

!Hm'mun theme, *"“T1
| Greatest Need." ‘Thin
| close about 11:30 A, m

T p m—Christian
Tople, "What Is Expec
| Good Cltizgens?" Berl
| 12:1:7. The soclety wi
| Mr. and Mrs. Melton
| Mound atreet,
| 8 p. m—No cvenl
| during the summer.

A most cordlal Invl
| tended to all not only
i|1t'!m- Rally but to all
| lees,

| CHURCH OF THE R
(EPISCOPA
JLOrange and Morrill »
Hevl H. W. Weller,
Nineteenth SBunday @
| Haoly eommunion, 8
Church school, 9:30
Morning prayér and
a. m.
Young People's moe

CHRISTIAN BCIENG
Main street a1 East
Bunday, 11 a. m.
“Are Sin, Disease

Real?™ la the subject

aon-Sermon  In all
Christ, Scientist, on

tober 11.

The Golden Text is
67:1, ., “"God ba merc
and bless us; and ca
to ahine upon us; tl
may be known upon o
Ing health among all

Among the citatlon:
prise the Lesson-Ser
following from the B
certaln man was ther
an (afirmity thirty and
Jegua gafth unto him,
thy bed, and walk. An
{1y the man was mad

e I
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Ends Work Here

REV. T. O. REESE

Who vrecently resigned the
pastorate of the First Baptist
church here to accept the position
of state evangelist for the Florida
Baptist convention, will deliver his
closing sermons at the local church
today at 11 am. and 8 pm. Dr.
Reesé returned to Sarasota Friday
after conducting an evangelistical
meeting in Charlotte, N. C. in which
there were 37 additions to the
chureh,
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REESE RESICNS
PASTORATE: TO
TAKE NEW POST

The| Rev. T. O. Reese, [pastor of
the First Baptist churcir here for
the past two and one-half years,
yesterday tendered his resignation
to the congregation in a letter ad-
dressed to J. Paul Gaines, chair-
man of the board of deacons, and
asked that it be made effective
June 15, including a two-weeks va-
| cation to start June 1.

The minister will aceept the re-
cently created post of state evan-
gelist for the Florida Baptist con-
vention and will enter upon his new
duties within a short time. He said,
in his letter of resignation, that he
would £ill the pulpit until June 1

"lor see that another minister was

available.

In the letter the [Rew] Mr. Reesd
told of the increase in church mem-
bership, sayving that about 225 had
been added to the membership rolis
during his pastorate and that the
Sunday school had reached an av-
erage of 224 each week for a time.
He also commented on the fact
that the church collections have
totaled about 210,500 in his time
here.

Just whe will replace the incuym-

.| bent has not been decided. The

board of deacons will meet on May

[
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:[REV. T. 0. REESE
it « Aa
p | “Gri
| ADDRESS Y. M.C. A. |» "
id leased
MEETING NEXT SUNDAY :."
the =a
'h}' tha
»- | In add
in ! ' Mr. O
s | Is Considered One of Ablest Evange- nis «s
corner
of lists In South—All Men In. adjoin
a lineg W
- vited to Be Present, Cigar
- Lincmit
Members of ithe commiities In zald a
charge of the mass meeting {or men terday
held every Sunday afternoon at the Mav
Young Men's Christlan Assoclation ject.
bullding are gratified that they have Man

secured the services of B o
conaldered one of the ahlest wviied
'evangelists of the South, at the meel-
ilnl next Runday. Effy
| Bevy Wessd was horn and reared on
{a farm mnear Asheville. He has had Jackw
' bhoth a college and seminary Lalning Janua
jand splendid suwocess In the ministry. .

Ib  He is sald to be not only a pleasant JBRAYE
and |mpressive speaker, but & man of ﬂg’l}
nore Lhan erdinary abiliry A% & “,.‘
preacher of the Gospel “HI® arraign- l‘
| ment of popular sina that sa destroy ville.
{and paralyse the spiritual Nfte of Jacksm
| Christian people and smasculates the
power of the churches I8 terrific and "llltl

e his appeal to the wondering and gouthl

Wl | bacrkslidden Ia tendsr and e tive ™ p. m

nt
- & L “-;-L

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/89186975/tullius_otto-reese

Tullius Otto Reese

Birth 6 Oct 1878

Death 3 Oct 1947 (aged 68)

Buria Lake Mystic Cemeteryl Bristol, Liberty County, Florida, USA

In 1947, Dr. T. O. Reese, pastor of the Lake Mystic Baptist Church, began the preliminary work
for starting a mission in the city of Bristol. He received a grant of one thousand dollars from the



Florida Baptist Convention Mission Board for the establishment of a mission in the city of
Bristol, on October 10, 1948 The First Baptist Church of Bristol, Florida was founded.

Family Members

Spouse
Nancy Jane "Nannie" Benson Reese 1879-1967

Children
Claxton McKinley Reese 1900-1947
Cleo Elizabeth Reese Hall 1903-1970
Leila Reese Cannon 1905-2001
Alyne Sadie Reese Long 1907-1976
Alta Ruth Reese Jerman 1912-1990
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‘7lu4 That And The Other

Let Us Break the Bread of Life Together
and
Share a Spiritual Feast

oo iD the \
Old-fashioned Revival |
To be Held at
Liberty Baptist Church
Jacksonville
Our State Secretary, Dr. John Maguire,
will conduct the services.
Sept. 23-30, 1945 8:00 P. M.

Rev. James T: Barber, pastor of -the
Riverside Baptist Church, Fort Myers,
has resigned to enter the Southern Bap-
tist Seminary, Louisville, Ky., in Septem-
ber.

Dr. Raymond C. Kanne has accepted
the pastorate of the First Baptist Church,
Eau Gallie, and is now on the field. Dr.
Kanne is a graduate of Temple Univer-
sity, Philadelphia, Pa., and Crozier The-
ological Seminary. He has been in the
pastorate for twenty years. A Daily Va-
cation Bible School was conducted re-
cently with an enrollment of 71, with
an average attendance of 52.

Rev. W. H. Edwards has resigned the
pastorate of the Tenth Avenue Baptist
Church, Tampa, his resignation to take
place November 1. He has been pastor
of this church for nearly ten years. The
church is now debt free and thousands of
dollars have been spent on repairs and
seating. There have been over 300 bap-
tisms in these ten years and gifts to mis-

‘sions have increased more than two hun-

dred per cent. Rev. Edwards will be
available for evangelistic meetings or
supply work after November 1.

‘Captain William B. Rittenhouse, Jr.,
who received his promotion from first
lieutenant September 1, has been re-
lieved from active duty with the AAF
and will conduct services at the Southside
Baptist Church, Miami, during the ab-
sence of his father, the pastor, who is
serving as chaplain overseas. Captain
Rittenhouse has been awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star,
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters,
the Purple Heart and the Distinguished
Unit Citation. He was captured in May,
1944, while on a mission to Ploesti, Ru-
mania, and acted as chaplain in the Ger-
man prison camp until his release. He
has enrolled in the University of Miami
and will attend classes there to complete
his college education. He has previously
attended Stetson Unijversity and Brewton
Parker Junior College, Mt. Vernon, Ga.,

ormer Nell Cryder, daugh e
and Mrs. Leroy Cryder, formerly of
Myers.

Dr. T. O. Reese, who has been pastor
of the First Baptist Church of Apalachi-
cola for more than two years, has moved
to his home at Bristol, Fla. He preaches
at the Lake Mystic Church two Sundays
each month angd gives the other two Sun-
days to evangelistic work. He has re-
cently conducted successful meetings at
Phil Camobell. Ala.. and at Providence

Church at Grand Ridge, Fla. On No-
vember 4 he goes to the First Church,
Starkeville, Miss.

Dr. Homer G. Lindsay, pastor

'y
ose who attended the meeting
was 94 year old father of Dr. M. E.
“+ Dr.  Paul -Wieland is the popular
and successful pastor.

Rev. W. L. Rollins has resigned as Re-
gional Missionary of the Ocala area under
the Florida Baptist Convention and has
accepted the pastorate of the First Baptist
Church at Frostproof, Fla.

A definite, planned program of church
improvement is under way at the First
Baptist Church, Ocala, where Rev. Mal-
colm B. Knight is the pastor. A new
sign identifies the church and a new side-
walk at the west entrance is helping
keep the building cleaner. Much paint-
ing and redecorating has been done to
improve the different departments of the
Sunday School.

for their proposed
with central heat-

Rev. M. N. Pearson of Branford did
the preaching in a revival with the Mt.
Pisgah Church in the Suwannee Asso-
ciation from August 27 to Septémber 2.
Rev. O. G. Owen, pastor of the church,
led the singing. There were seven pro-
fessions of faith. The last Sunday night
the people came from Mt. Pisgah to the
First Church, Branford, for the final
meeting. The building was filled almost
to capacity and one more came forward
to accept Christ.

The Evergreen Baptist Church in the
Beulah Association has just- conducted a
revival meeting with Pastor O. G. Owens
leading the singing, and Rev. Austin Mc-
Elroy, pastor of the Philadelphia Baptist
Church, Live Oak, doing the preaching.
There were two additions by baptism.

—_—

s served for the last three years
edical Department of the United
Y.

L. Spears of Bradenton sup-
pulpit of the Second Baptist
b Sarasota, recently in the absence
pastor, Rev. Lawrence E. Hutto.

REV. J. K. HUTCHINGS

Rev. J. K. Hutchings, pastor
Euclid Avenue Baptist Church
e pastorate

have joined the church -
thxs year. A lot for an

new memb

Dr. W. E. Denham began his third year"
as pastor of the First Baptist Church,
Miami, on September 2. Dr Denham
preached his first sermon as pastor of:
this church on September 5, 1943. Dur-
ing these two years the church has re-
tired its building debt, the budget has:
lbeen substantially increased; the church.
imembership has grown and the church
building has been redecorated. A build

ing has also been erected for the Or=
chard Villa Mission which is sponsored:
by the church. Dr. Denham served on
the faculty of Baptist Bible Institute, as:
professor of Old Testament in Hebrew
and English for eleven years. As an_
expression of appreciation for their loyal
service, the church presented Dr, and
Mrs. Denham with a silver tray.

ev. W. H. Edwards, pastor of the.
Tenth Avenue Baptist Church, Tampa, did
the preaching in a revival with the
Bethel Church near Humboldt, Tenn.,
where he was pastor while attending
Union University some years ago. There
were 31 additions by baptism, several
reconsecrations and rededications. He is
to be in a meeting with the Royal Street
Baptist Church, Jackson, Tenn., in No-
vember.
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LEGACY, as the monthly newsletter of the Florida Baptist Historical
Society, has as its mission to highlight the legacy forged by the people and
events in Florida Baptist history. During 2026, the LEGACY monthly
issues will feature brief personal profiles of those men and women whom
we call:

“Florida Baptists’ Heroes of the Faith.”

Evangelism has been a standard of Florida Baptist doctrine and practice. The
challenge for evangelism - based upon the New Testament directive of the Great
Commission - primarily has been the responsibility of the individual Christian and
the local church. The featured Heroes of the Faith for April are the only two
individuals who have been designated as “state evangelist”’: Kinsey Chambers and
T. O. Reese.

Kinsey Chambers
“I have travelled 1,688 miles, preached 68 sermons, delivered 11 exhortations, made 13
Sabbath School addresses, also delivered 18 addresses in presenting the claims of the
Baptist Convention . . .Made 54 family visits, aided in constituting one church and
baptized seven,” wrote Rev. Kinsey Chambers in his 1873 report as state evangelist to
the Florida Baptist State Convention. Chambers made similar reports during the next
four years while serving the state convention. Chambers is credited with baptizing over
500 persons during his ministry.

Kinsey Chambers (b. 1814; d. 1889) was a Milledgeville, Georgia, native who, at the age
of 18, made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and was baptized in the Mount Olive
Baptist Church. Six years later, responding to the call of God to enter the preaching
ministry, Chambers was ordained in 1839. The first church he served was the Beron
Baptist Church in Camden County, Ga.

Chambers married his first wife, Minerva Ann Simpson (b. 1836; d. 1848). The couple
had five children. The Chambers family moved to the Florida Territory in 1845 (the year
Florida achieved statehood) and settled in Columbia County. Soon after settling in
Florida the couple had their fifth child in 1848 and Minerva experienced an untimely
death.
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Chambers itinerant preaching circuit resulted in his organizing and serving as the first
pastor of the Ephesus Baptist Church at King’s Ferry (in present day Nassau County).

He returned to Milledgeville, Ga., where he met and married Martha O. Martin (b. 1829;
d. 1900). Between 1857 and 1871 the couple had nine children. In addition to being a
farmer to provide for his growing family, Chambers continued his bi-vocational ministry
each weekend.

By 1859, Chambers helped constitute the Elim Church in Fort White, Fla., where he was
subsequently called to serve as pastor from 1862 to 1865. He also served as parttime
pastor of the Falling Creek Baptist Church, Lake City, from 1859 to 1872. Chambers was
instrumental in the formation of the Santa Fee Missionary Baptist Association in 1857.
He was enlisted to serve as the association’s domestic missionary and was responsible
for the starting of eight churches in a single year.

Subsequently Chambers was enlisted to serve as the statewide evangelist for the Florida
Baptist State Convention, a post he held from 1873 to 1877. During those years
Chambers served concurrently as pastor for six part-time churches — Bethlehem Church
at Lake City; Deep Creek and Sharon Churches in Callahan; Ephesus and Hebron
Churches at King’s Ferry and the Mount Pleasant Church at Wellborn. A biographer
wrote that Chambers was “strong in the gospel and a thorough Baptist.”

Evangelism Options Attempted
Nearly three decades passed before Florida Baptists and Southern Baptists began to
recognize the need for more intentional evangelization efforts towards spiritually lost
persons. Up until this time, since the late nineteenth century, the promotion
of evangelism -- a staple of Baptist doctrine and practice — had been
entrusted to appointed committees on evangelism. During the decade of the
1920s, the Florida Baptist Convention employed a one-half dozen pastors to serve as
part-time “Enlistment-Evangelists.” Their task was to organize churches, conduct
evangelistic crusades and revivals, as well as “assist pastors and their churches over the
many obstacles that retard their growth.” Unfortunately, by December 1929, Executive
Secretary C. M. Brittain reported that the evangelism effort had been discontinued.

While many Florida Baptists agreed to the need and value of a Florida staff evangelist to
assist local churches, the financial crisis experienced by the Convention in the late 1920s
and early 1930s kept the dream from being realized. Finally, the State Board of
Missions recommended and the State Convention approved in 1933 a proposal to
employ a person to give leadership to “evangelism and enlistment.”

T. O. Reese
In April 1934, C. M. Brittain reported in the Florida Baptist Witness that the “Lord has
come to our assistance to make this work possible.” A Jacksonville layman, named W.
C. Wells apparently was led by God to contribute the needed financial resources to
underwrite for one year at least one-half of the salary of a state evangelist. The State
Board jumped at the proposal, agreed to find the additional funding for the salary and
began the search for the right man to serve as state evangelist.
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Surprisingly, the State Board did not have to look any further than Southwest Florida to
find its state evangelist prospect. Serving as pastor of the First Baptist Church,
Sarasota, was one of the nation’s leading evangelists — T. O. Reese. In his
statewide convention assignment Reese became a source of encouragement and
progenitor of evangelistic emphasis for the ensuing seven years of his service.

Prior to the Sarasota pastorate (1931 — 1934), Reese had successfully served four years
(1927 — 1931) as pastor of First Baptist Church, Perry. Yet, his reputation as an
evangelist was more notable and widely known. The North Carolina native was trained
and educated at Mars Hill College, Washington College, and The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Tullius O. Reese (b. 1878; d. 1947) formerly served as
state evangelist for the Tennessee Baptist Convention
and later served 13 years as a staff evangelist with the
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. Through his
mass evangelism crusades Reese claimed to have led
between 16,000 and 18,000 people to make a profession
of faith in Christ.

During Reese’s Florida convention service, on average each year

he reportedly delivered over 600 sermons and recorded between

550 and 700 conversions to faith in Christ. As a result of action

by messengers to the January 1941, annual State Convention

meeting, the position of statewide evangelist was eliminated and
a new Department of Promotion for evangelism was authorized. Reese went to serve as
pastor for churches in Apalachicola and Lake Mystic Church in Bristol.

“He is a seasoned evangelist but has had sufficient experience as a pastor to know how
to sympathize with the pastor and help him solve his problems,” Brittain wrote in the
Witness.

[RESOURCES: Florida Baptist Convention Annuals, 1873, 1875 and 1876, 1877; C.M. Brittain,
“Kingdom Affairs in Florida,” Florida Baptist Witness, April 26, 1934; also see Florida Baptist Annual
1934 — 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1940, and 1941; Florida Baptist Historical Society files.]



