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Full Time  MINISTER OF [DU(AIION/
CHILDREN needed at Scott Lake Baptist Church,
5811 Scott Lake Road, Lakeland Florida 33813;
Seminary preferred. Fulltime ministry experi
ence required. Familiarity with AWANA and dual
Sunday schools a plus. May e-mail to dkress@
scottlake.org. 05/07

Baldwin Baptist Church, aTradmonal Con-
seryative: Southern Baptist Church, located
near the Beautiful NE Georgia Mountains, is
seeking a FULL-TIME PASTOR who has a heart
for all people and will be a Player/Coach

-~ Leader. Please send resumes to (Search Con-

mittee, P.O. Box 100, Clarkesville, GA 30523)
by May 30, 2009. 05/21 :
First Baptist Church of Fernandina Beach is

seeking a full-time WORSHIP LEADER. We are -
~a growing, conservative church with a blended
style of worship. Send resumes to FBC, 1600 -

S. 8th St. Fernandina Beach, FL 32034. ATTN:

Worship Leader Search Committee. Resumes -

received through May 31. 05/21

BI-VOCATIONAL YOUTH MlNlSTER—Please “
send resume’ to Southside Baptist Church, P.0. .

Box 525, Mulberry, Florida 33860 or fax to

863-425-2786. For more information contact -
Harmon Alderman at 863-425-0362. 06/04 -« -
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Pastor of 35yrs. and wm l(lllllllll}, ﬁom
4 Vo yrs of service with IMB in the Middle East
NEEDS AMOTOR HOME o hegin ministry with
NAMB in the pioneer mission area in NW U.S.
All donations are tax deductible thru DICK
MOORE MINISTRIES, INC. Contact Rev. Dick
Moore by email: dmoorefl@yahoo.com. 05/21
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2-BEDRO0M/2~BATH FURNISHED CABIN—
- Wheelchair accessible. $500.00 per Week (3

Night Minimum). §125.00 per Night. Located

- in the mountains of Blue Ridge, G eorglzL Call

941-755:3655. 06/04
HAYESVILLE, N.C; LOVELY, ALMOST NEW
MOUNTAIN COTI'AGE for rent. April - October.

Weekly/Monthly. All conveniences: 2BR/ 2BA.-
. On beautiful Hiawassee River, $600.00 weekly

plus tax. Sleeps six. Children welcome, no
pets. 828-389-3302. 9/24
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Ethicist Mitchell joins Union faculty

JACKSON, Tenn. (BP)—Leading bio-
medical ethicist C. Ben Mitchell will
join Union University’s faculty in the
fall as the Graves Professor of Moral
Philosophy.

Mitchell comes to Union from Trin-
ity Evangelical Divinity School in Deer-
field, T11, where he is associate
professor of bioethics and contempo-
rary culture.

Mitchell holds a doctorate in philos-
ophy with a concentration in medical
ethics from the University of Tennes-
see. He is the editor of Ethics and
Medicine: An International Journal
of Bioethics and a longtime consult-
ant to the Southern Baptist Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission. He also
has been a consultant with the Center
for Genetics and Public Policy at
Johns Hopkins University and co-di
rector for biotechnology policy and
fellow of the Council for Biotechnol
ogy Policy in Washington, D.C

In addition to his academic work,
Mitchell also consults on matters of
public policy and has given test
monies before such groups as the 1.8
House of Representatives, the Insti
tutes of Medicine and the Hlinois Sen
ate, He has published in major news
media, including the Washinglon Post
and Baptist Press, and is regularly en
listed as an expert resource on Nit
tional Public Radio, FOX News, MSNI(
and other media. He has contributed
chapters to 25 books and has written
dozens of articles and reviews

Prior to his tenure at Trinity, Mitchell
was assistant professor of Christian
ethics at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He earned a master of divin
ity degree from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Texas and a
hachelor's degree from Mississippt State
University. A native of Tampa, Mitchell
and his wife Naney, from Dalton, Ga,
have been married for 34 years
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Describe your vision for the Florida Baptist Convention

Dr. Rummage: Florida Baptists are pacesetters, making substantial contributions to the
increase of God’s kingdom with a well-deserved reputation for mission focus. While there are
always needs for adjustments along the way in any ministry, | believe the overall trajectory of
Florida Baptists is on target. As the next Executive Director-Treasurer for Florida Baptists, |
come with a vision to continue the current direction of the convention, helping Florida
Baptist pastors and churches to pursue our mission with faithfulness. My immediate vision as
Executive Director-Treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention includes:

Leading people throughout Florida to follow Jesus as Lord. At the root of everything, my
greatest desire is to lead people to know and follow Jesus Christ. We will evaluate everything
the Florida Baptist Convention does by asking: Can we draw a straight, solid line between
what we’re doing and Christ’s mission to seek and save the lost?

Getting to know Florida Baptists. Leadership is always relational, and | want to know Florida
Baptists at every level. | will seek to understand the lives and ministries of pastors in every
size of church, every region of the state, and every ethnic and racial group. | will also work to
know associational mission strategists because they are vital in understanding what is
happening in our churches. Additionally, building relationships with our Florida Baptist
Convention staff, including regional catalysts, Baptist Campus Ministry directors, Disaster
Relief leaders, and others, will be a high priority.

Contributing value to Florida Baptist pastors and churches. The “right beside you”
commitment of the Florida Baptist Convention to pastors and churches should strengthen
and grow. Intentionally serving Florida pastors and churches has been a monumental
strategic and cultural shift in Florida, and it has met with an incredibly positive response. We
will create opportunities for Florida pastors and other ministry leaders to pray with one
another, share best practices, and develop cooperative strategies for ministry. Because
emotional and mental wellness are significant issues for many pastors and their families, we
will strengthen the way the convention addresses those needs, making care and counseling
readily accessible.

Developing healthier churches. While many churches in Florida are flourishing, others are
merely surviving. Recent reports of baptisms and other measurables among SBC churches
have been encouraging, but the overall trend line for Southern Baptist congregations
continues to go downward. We will help local churches become healthier, including
facilitating revitalization efforts, helping churches with pastoral transition, and connecting
distressed churches with healthy congregations that can strengthen them.



Enhancing training and encouragement opportunities. We will engage innovative
Florida churches of all sizes to collaborate with other Florida churches to strengthen their
efforts for God’s kingdom. Working with FBC catalysts to identify church needs, we will
continue training opportunities led by key ministry leaders for pastors and their staffs and
churches.

Championing ministry education in Florida. The immediate future holds amazing
possibilities for the Baptist University of Florida and will result in more opportunities to train
God-called men and women, with long-term implications for gospel work and the health
of Florida Baptist churches. | will energetically advocate strong support from the Florida
Baptist Convention for BUF among Florida pastors and churches.

What does cross-cultural cooperation look like for you?

Dr. Rummage: One of the most wonderful aspects of Florida Bapitist life is its diversity and
cross-cultural engagement with multiple cultures, races, languages, and ethnicities
working together for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. No other state convention
surpasses Florida’s diversity. | believe Florida has become a model of what cross-cultural
cooperation can look like, and | am committed to enhancing our cross-cultural strengths.
Under my leadership as Executive Director-Treasurer, we will seek avenues to work
together with all the cultures, races, and ethnicities represented in our state convention,
including the various ethnic fellowships and their leaders. We will work to ensure that all
cultures in the Florida Baptist family not only have a seat at the convention table, but a
voice and opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the discussion of our shared mission

You are following a beloved leader. How would you describe the
Executive Director-Treasurer’'s purpose and role?

Dr. Rummage: | am thankful that an exceptional leader precedes me in this role. Dr.
Tommy Green and | served alongside one another in our churches in Brandon, our
relationship grew even more when | served as Florida Baptist Convention president early
in his tenure as state executive, and we continue to have a close relationship. He has led
with distinction, and my prayer is that | would follow in the same patterns of faithfulness
and effectiveness he has established. My steadfast endeavor is for Florida Baptists to see
the following qualities from me as your Executive Director-Treasurer:

Inspiring trust and confidence. | will seek to lead with trustworthy judgment, operating
with personal and organizational integrity, and upholding biblical standards of
righteousness, humility, and holiness. The more Florida Baptists see these qualities, the
greater trust will grow and the more readily the Florida Baptist Convention will be able to
fulfill its assigned responsibilities for the glory of God.



Focusing on the mission. Every function of the Florida Baptist Convention ultimately is
aimed at the larger mission of helping Florida Baptist pastors and churches work together
to reach people with the gospel of Jesus Christ and make disciples. As Executive
Director/Treasurer, | will continue to focus on the Great Commission of Jesus Christ and
refuse to be sidetracked.

Promoting a cooperative spirit. When our fellowship becomes strained or impaired, our
mission invariably suffers. Moving into the future, Florida Baptists will continue to need an
Executive Director/Treasurer who encourages and models a spirit of unity around our
biblical convictions and shared mission. Dr. Green has served wonderfully in that capacity,
and my prayer would be to do the same.

Building relationships. God has allowed me to develop strong relationships with people in
nearly every facet of Florida Baptist life. | have been enriched by these relationships
because each person in our convention’s work has distinctive gifts and personalities they
are using for God'’s glory. As Executive Director-Treasurer, | will strengthen relationships with
others, understand their perspectives, hear their concerns when concerns arise, and
encourage them in our cooperative work.

Uncompromising biblical fidelity. | am committed to the inerrancy, authority, and
sufficiency of Scripture in every aspect of life, and | affirm the Baptist Faith and Message
2000 as the doctrinal parameters within which all Southern Baptist cooperation and
shared mission operate. Even when tempted by more pragmatic considerations, my set
point for decision-making always has been and will always be faithfulness to the Bible.

Treating others with dignity, value, and worth. Because every person is made in the
image of God, every person deserves to be treated with kindness, grace, and
consideration. That includes those who may feel disenfranchised, those who have been
mistreated, those who are in error, and even those with whom we vehemently disagree. As
Florida Baptist Convention Executive Director-Treasurer, | will ensure an organizational
environment and culture that seeks to treat everyone in a Christ-like way and tolerates
nothing less.

Holiness before God. Arrogance, dishonesty, immorality, and every other sin that
eventually becomes public and disgraceful begin in quiet places of compromise and
unholiness. As Florida’s Executive Director-Treasurer, my first priority will be to walk with
God daily.



Stephen Rummage is the senior pastor of Bell Shoals Baptist Church in Brandon, Florida, a
multi-campus church with over 8,000 members in the Tampa Bay area. He is a frequent guest
speaker for churches and conferences across the United States. He and his wife, Michele, live
near Brandon, along with their son, Joshua.

Dr. Rummage currently serves as the chairman of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Committee and president of the Florida Baptist State Convention. He spent more than seven
years as professor of preaching at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest,
North Carolina, and continues to teach on a visiting basis at several institutions.

A magna cum laude graduate of the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Dr. Rummage
also holds the M.Div. from Southeastern Seminary and completed the Ph.D. in preaching and
theology at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. His Planning Your Preaching is used
widely as a textbook. He co-authored Engaging Exposition, named “Book of the Year” by
Preaching Today in 2012. With Michele Rummage, he wrote Praying with Purpose: A 28-Day
Journey to an Empowered Prayer Life. Moving Forward Day by Day, a yearlong devotional,
features daily readings selected from his messages.

Dr. Rummage’s personal ministry vision is to teach God’s Word to transform lives. His radio
program, Moving Forward with Dr. Stephen Rummage, began in 2010. Each Moving Forward
broadcast is 25 minutes and focuses on expositional Bible teaching. Dr. Rummage communicates
with clarity, high energy, and humor, explaining and illustrating biblical truth in a style that has
been described as profound, yet simple.

Stephen Rummage graduated from the university of North Carolina, Greensboro, Southeastern Seminary,
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Rummage serves as pastor of Bell Shoals Baptist
Church, Brandon. In has served as chairman of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee
and president of the Florida Baptist State Convention. Source: Florida Baptist Historical Society files.


http://preachingsource.com/blog/planning-your-preaching-2/
http://stephenrummage.publishpath.com/













Stephen Rummage To Pastor Oklahoma City Church

By Keila Diaz Last updated Mar 15, 2019

[SOURCE: Stephen Rummage To Pastor Oklahoma City Church - Florida Baptist Convention | FBC
(flbaptist.org)]

Pastor Stephen Rummage of Bell Shoals Baptist Church in Tampa preached at Quail Springs Baptist
Church in Oklahoma City in view of a call to that church.

Members of the church voted after each of the three services and invited Rummage as their new senior
pastor. He will be replacing Hance Dilbeck who served from 2003 until January 2018 when he was called
as executive director of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.

“Today, Michele and I joyfully accepted the invitation of Quail Springs Baptist in OKC to serve as their
pastor, beginning March 3,” wrote Rummage on twitter Sunday night.

“Over the past months, God has worked to prepare our hearts for this transition,” Rummage wrote in a
letter accompanying information about him and his wife Michele posted at the Oklahoma City church’s
gsbc.org website. “We are convinced that Quail Springs is God’s chosen place for us to pursue the gifts
and calling that God has placed on our lives for His glory.”

“Dr. Rummage is an incredible leader who greatly impacted the Florida Baptist Convention as President,
said Tommy Green, executive director treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention. “His example as a
faithful pastor at Bell Shoals Baptist Church has inspired and encouraged others, as is evident in hosting a
Sharper! Conference. I had the privilege of being a fellow pastor in Brandon and working together in
Convention matters with Stephen. He will be missed in Florida, but we pray for Stephen and Michelle in
this calling.”

“We know that God has great plans for Bell Shoals’ future,” said Rummage in a statement released by the
church. “And we will be praying for God to make clear the man He wants to lead this great church going
forward.”

Under Rummage’s leadership, Bell Shoals Baptist Church added four campuses and baptized more than
2,200 people. He also has led Bell Shoals to deploy dozens of local, national, and international missions’
teams, and the church’s Disaster Relief efforts have extended from North Carolina to the Florida Keys
and Puerto Rico.

Rummage served as president of the Florida Baptist State Convention in 2017 and 2018 as well as
chairman of the SBC Executive Committee from 2016 until 2018. Currently, he is a member of the
Executive Committee [EC] search committee seeking a successor to former EC President Frank Page,
who left the position last year.

As senior pastor at Quail Springs Baptist, Rummage says that his “ministry will focus on teaching and
preaching God’s Word to lead Quail Springs in reaching people near and far with the Gospel, developing
disciples of Jesus Christ, and continuing to be a healthy, caring, and growing congregation.”

Executive Pastor Gary Payne, who has served at Bell Shoals for 25 years, will lead Bell Shoals’ staff
during this transition, according to the church’s statement.

“I will miss Dr. Rummage’s preaching, leadership and friendship,” said Payne. “I also am looking
forward to seeing who God brings to Bell Shoals. I am convinced that our best days are yet to come.”

For more visit http://www.bpnews.net/52283/sbc-digest-stephen-rummage-to-preach-in-view-of-call-to-
okla-city-todd-deaton-to-rejoin-sc-baptist-courier-staff.

By Keila Diaz, Florida Baptist Convention, January 28, 2019
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