
Hugh L. Ryals (1908-1963) was a native of Winter Haven. He was ordained at Dames Point 

Church, Jacksonville in 1943 and became the first pastor. Ryals served as missionary with the 

mission department of Franklin Street Church, Jacksonville in Germany. Upon his return to the 

states he helped organize the Oak Crest Mission, Jacksonville. He also served as pastor of 

Philadelphia Baptist Church, Live Oak and Broadway Baptist Church, Tampa. Ryals died while 

serving as an attaché with the U. S. Embassy in London. He and his wife, Marie Ryals had two 

daughters. 
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