
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penny
Rutherford, J. L. served as pastor of Live Oak Baptist Church, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church, First Baptist Church, Lee and Macedonia Baptist Church, Lee.


Visit our website floridabaptisthistory.org







J W lampHog "/ af -FIa ' ' 
'has Martin 	Madison Fla 

1,4 	 64 	 . W B Rye . 

D C Thomas Midway 	 Lee 	tl 

. 	fah . 	I T P .N-ew.man 	Unknown • • 
New Hopewell 	H B Gibson 	Niacilsgu Fla • 
Pleasant Grove. L R Bullard 	• -UnkriOwn ; 
Pi(ta alit (;rove tdr•W Thee 	Iddo Fla 	• 
term Orove . J L _Warren 	Madison Fla" . 
Triumph 	P .1 t Orrin 	Stephenville Fla 
Hopewell 	Unkaonw 	:Madison Fla 

	•IONIONNIIIIMMI. 	 monsier 

Churches  
Brewer Lake 
Live Oak 
Maccedunia . . 

List of Clerks; Ckurches and aneisengera, 
Clerks 	I P 0 Address 

N Barreand W TowilSend 
J L lititherrord 
J "R Henderson, Wm Cornett B Wil-
liams agd .1 P .Lyons 
W M 'ramming D H Thomas .the mots . 
and W wheeler 
.1" T Phillips and Archie 
rI B Gibson 
i Ezell, 
JO:Horne Samuel Sapp 
L.A Seals, . 
By Letter 
Not Reported 

Messengers 

-4 	.t 	t 

B Li Mills 	Lrili,ville 
. J Townsrmd'Brayton 

,i L Rutherford (Madison 
T J i.a•nell 	" !Day 
'I J Farm:::. IDay 
W .11 Tampling I" 
L  J sownsend 	Slayton 

G' Davenport 	I ' 
W S Kay 	• (

Hamburg is t Clements 	Hamburg 
R F Hact,er 	Stephenvil'e 

N B;•Clerks of churcnes will please send post office of the pastors of the Churches 
and also their own. 

CNMMITTEE. 

W 5I Tarapling and Bret :'••n W M Cornett, -  D W"TowaSend. J E. H mile:and 
F B Williams 
'The next session Of this association Will be held with the Live Oak' church; 6 

miles soiath of Macedonia heel:lining Friday before th? 3rd &friday in October .4 I) 
1901. The' Introductory aermon•by Ritv J L Rutherford with. Rev Win M Taihplhw 
as alternate. 

OF ORDAINED MINISTERS • 
.T J Farnell Du.),  Fla 	.1 L Rutlit.rforti Madison FM 
H 'B Gibson•M. disoe Fla. W M Temoling Lee Fla. 
W 8 Kelly, Madison; Fla. 	L J Townsend, Slayton Fla. 

R F Hacker, Btephensville Fla. 
LIST OF LICENTUATES. 

Joseph E C•af:en., Madison la.. 	D E Thomas Lee Fla 
- Edgar Hibbits, Tallahassee F:a. 

B—Clerksof churches are requested to insert., in the Church letters, the names 
and addresses of erred:led .ministfeesendRicentirates.. 

ORDER OF TIUSINESS. 

14 Add ress' of Agent 	' 
15 Appointment of Unrrespowli'nts. 
16 Miscellanous Business. 

• 17 Adjournment 
OONST IT UT IoN - OF TR E MIDDLE- F LORI D HAT 'tau,  Ass,ict +TIDE. 

.Article; 1 This Association 	be known by the name of l'he Middle F:ori,la 
Burst A.siocia!iou. 	•lie object of this Assoeiation sbell he to conduct the wicric 
of mihsfuns; colfum tape. Babbitt(' School enterprises and other-work that will tend to 
the Emceed of Lie Gospel. 	 ' 

Article 2 This Association' shall be composed of white memliers chosen by the 
resnectil e churches in its union, in the proportion of two members for each church 
of fifty or less, and one uslditioral delegaie fOr every twenty rive members over 
fifty. No .churca. however, shall have over four delegates 

Ai ticlt:'8 Tile lette-s sent by the churches at each session of the Association 
shall designate•heir respective members in full tellowship,•those baptized, received, 
by letter, restored, dismissed;excommanicated and dead since last session. 

Article 4 Believing, it to be proper, on. account of the diversity of opinion 
among men as to the import of Scripture contained in the Old and New•es•aments 
to declare our belief and understanding thereof, we therefore append our belief in 
twelve Articles arid present them with our minutes to the Baptist denomination,. 

Article 5. The Association wheil convened, shall be goyerned,by a regular and 
proper decorum.. A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by the votes of the 
members present, who shall hold their offices until the next session, of .the body; . 

• and until Lich successor's are elected. 
Tile Moderator shall preside at the meetings of the Assomation.-. ,. 
The Clerk shall -.ecord the pros, edings thereof and prepare. them for-the press... 
Article13 The Association, thus orea•ized, shall have 110 .power to lord over 

God's heritage nor infringe upon t tin Aerial rights of any..chureli... 	. 
Aaticie 7 Newly constituted' churches may be admitted to this union on applies, 

tion by letter and delegates; and if, upon examination found to be orthOdbi, shall be 
i•eeeived, by the Association Sail Lac right nand of fellowship -extended to the delc 7 

 gat,  s by the NIcelera.or. 
Article 8 The Association shah! furnish the minutes of their proceedings in 

proportiOn to the funds sent up •or that wirpose by the churches. 
Article 9 The minutes of the Assoe'ation shall be publicity, read (and "corrected 

if nes•ssary) and then signed by tlia NI° aerator and Clerk before adjournment. 
Article 10 - Any amendment pr alteration of this Ctinstitution may be made by 

the votes of two-thirds of the members present at any two .successive regular . 
 meetings of the Association. All other matters Of fellowship shall be dedded by a 

majority vote. lh mati.ers of fellowship the Association must be a unit. 
Article 11 The Association shall have power: 
Film., To provide for the general union of the churches. 
Second To give the churches advice in matters of difficulty. 
Third To ine.uire into the cause of any failing- to be represented at the meetin, 

of the Association. - 
Fourth To withdraw all t °niter-jou from any church or churches in this union 

that shall ci. , late the rules of I els A.-e -mintioe, or shall deviate from the orthodox 
principles of the revealed Word. of (g al. - 

Fifth To appropriat • the money cult tributed and• sent up to the Association as 
specified by the churches, and when not specified it shall be appropriated to pr 
mote the--best interests-of the M•ster's cause. 

To adjourn to any future tund:and place they may deem most convenient 
to the churches in the union; 

Babes OF DECORUM OF THE NirDDLE FLORIDA 13.IPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
1 At every.meeLing• of the Association the Moderator shall call the body to 

order and cause the Clerk to read tile minutes of the preyious Association. 
2 • .-The Moderatort shall preserve order, and shall speak on any point of wtkr.-. 

with reference to the other members; and shall decide questions of order, setj•-trt 
an-appeal' to the ,  Association, when requested by two members. 

Brewer Lake 	LaraD?ette - 
Hopewell ' ' 	Maclisoa 
live" oak 
Macedonia.. -  
l'ilidwai 1 
.1. t tt ariah 
Few Hopewell  
Pleasant Grove 	Lafayette 
Pteacadt Gro le 	Taylor 
Pine Grove 	Madison 
Triumph 	 Taylor . 

Clutreee* 
Llst of. r."turches and Pastors.  

• COWL! v 	.'aster 	i 	Fun 0111Ses.. • 

. • 

siate . 
Florida 

46 

. 44 

• 1' IntrOductors-sermon. 
2 Names of Delegates enrolled, 
b El: s tien.of Moderator and Clerk, , 
4 Visiting Brethren invited to seats with ne e  , 
5 	I for Correspondents. 
6 Cad for petitionary letters. 
7 Appointment of eammittees. 
8 Election -of delegates to the State Conyention. i  
9 Eject ion .of delegates teethe Southern Baptist con venttion: 

10 Unfinished Business. 
11-Repo cs orOoininitliFS, 
12 Election of Executive Committee. 
13 Election of Treagrer. 
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completed that year and was dedicated on Sunday, October 21, 1876. 
The Sunday School rooms of the present Church is the building, which 
stood at that time, between the present building and the highway.

The new part of the main sanctuary of the present building was con­
structed in 1927 and 1928 and dedicated on January 26, 1930. This 
building was made possible through the benevolence of the late W.C. 
Wells of Madison, whose memory will always be cherished. The Wil­
liams Family and E. E. West donated the land for the Church and ceme­
tery. Later, Mrs. C. M. Ragans gave two acres. The pastorium now oc­
cupies part of that land. The pastorium consists of seven rooms and was 
dedicated April 4, 1954. It was constructed during the pastorate of Rev. 
P.O. Elrod.

As previously stated, Brother H. M. Frier was the first Pastor. He served 
Macedonia faithfully for more than 20 years. Brother Frier also served 
as Moderator of the Florida Association for seven years and was a Char­
ter Member of three different churches. (Redland Baptist Church in 
Lowndes County, GA., Pine Grove (Piney) Baptist Church and Mace­
donia Missionary Baptist Church, both churches are in Madison 
County.)
Other Pastors include:

T. P. Webb 
F. M. Wells 
O. J. Revels 
John Famell 
J. L. Rutherford 
S. S. Proctor
R. L. Hacker
I. R. Clements
J. J. Simmons
S. A. Cross 
M. T. Fowler 
S. G. Ward 
A. R. Powell 
A, W. Smith

A. M. Parker 
A. N. Woodard 
A. H. Townsend 
J. A. Nichols 
Ed. McCullum 
R. L. Williams 
M. T. Fowler 
E. A. Milton 
Ben Peny 
P. G. Elrod 
DeWitt Cox 
L. F. Lafferty 
Ralph Beasley 
John Hutcherson

A. L. Croy 
C. W. Crim 
E. L. Gurr
A. C. McLain
R. A. Kelly 
R. B. Reynolds 
Lamar Harris 
Travis English 
Dozier Sapp 
Ray Etherton 
Charles Clemons 
Glenn Luttrell 
Michael Turner 
David Johns

Some 42 Pastors have faithfully served the Macedonians. In January 
2006, after a few months of supply. David Johns arrived from Clew­
iston, Fl as the 43 rd Pastor, and is currently serving.
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Macedonia, Lee (Middle Florida)
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HISTORY OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, LEE, FLORIDA 

The church was organized in the year 1904. 
The Charter Members were: Rev. J. L. Rutherford, Mrs. J. L. Rutherford, Frank Stroud, George 

Brown, Hugh Davis, Dr. Johnston and Mrs. Johnston, Sallie Frier, leila Stroud, Vanny Stroud, 
N ora Frier, Mable Frier, Charlie Frier and Ben Ponder. 

The First Deacons were: Ben Ponder, Leon Frier and Frank Stroud. 
The First Trustees were: Rev. J. L Rutherford, .'v1r. Ben Ponder, and Mrs. Sallie Frier. 
From the organization of the church in 1904 to the year 1948 the church had twenty 

pastors Rev. J. L. Rutherford was the first pastor. The other pastors were as following: 
H. F. Hacker, ~. A. Nichols 
John Clemons M. J. Fowler 
S. B. Cole, S. G. Ward 
H. A. Jordan F. W. Branch 
James Anderson, Tom Allen 
D. F. Berry J. L. Odom 
5. A. Cross Russell Williams 
W. L. Overstreet John Collins 
W. R. Ivey Butler Horton 

Paul Hendry. 
The first building was built by donated labor and the lumber was hauled to the site by J. R. 

Rutherford on a wagon. This material was donated also. The steeple was built by C. M. Frier. 
The same building still stands just west of the brick building. 

F. B. Rutherford, Tom Kent, W. N. Webb, Frank Stroud and S. A. Kinsey served as deacons of 
the church for many years. 

F. B. Rutherhford became trustee in 1932 succeeding his father J. L. Rutherford and the 
present trustees are: F. B. Rutherford, J. H. Phillips and Edgar Barrs, 

In the year 1948 LT. Carter was called as pastor and is still serving. 
In the year 1953 we constructed a new brick building, and since that time have added until 

we now have a church plant valued at between 575 and $100,000.00. The largest ingathering 
of members in the last twenty seven years was 79 in one year. 

The income of the church has grown from about $1,000.00 per year in 1948 to over $20," 
000.00 per year. 

We are proud to be the first and second place church in the Florida State Baptist Conven­
tion percentage wise in World Missions through the Cooperative Program. 

; "fill t . ~ III: ; .i: 
'-~' r'>:· L. __ ~ , 

Color contrast being absent on the steeple against the sky, this beautiiul part of the Church 
does not show in picture. 
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