Rumbley, Wailes Howard (1881-1936) was born in Monroeville, Alabama the son of John W. and
Nancy Faulk Rumbley. In 1920, He served as pastor of Highland Baptist Church, Molino, Poplar
Dell Baptist Church, Century and Enon Baptist Church, Walnut Hill. Rumbley married Minnie Lee
Howell in 1901 and they had five children.Visit our website floridabaptisthistory.org

ALABAMA BAPTIST HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Enclosed is information concerning Poplar Dell
Baptist Church, The data was gathered from the Elim
Baptist Associationes The staff of Special Collection
was unable to find materials concerning the ministers
you indicated,

Poplar Dell joined Elim Association in 191l Our
records of the Association end in 191L. However, in
1910 the Florida churches of Elim Baptist Association
formed the Pensacola Bay Baptist Association in Florida,

If we can be of further assistance, please let us
know.

Sincerely, J
F. Wilbur Helmbold
Information concerning Peplar Dell BC, Century, Fl.
located in Elim Baptist Association Minutes 1911-191l,
1911 -« Poplar Dell accepted into Elim BA as a new church,
Messengers were He Ce Killiam and W, A, Killiam

Pastor - W, B. McCrary (Century, Fl.); Clerk-G.M,
Gentry; 13 memberse Precaching on first Sunday

of the month,

1912 - Messengers: H A-ddden; WAy, Killiam, EJD.
Renfroe Pas-boluff Springs, Fl.)
Clerk=GelMe Gentry; Se.o. ouperintendent-W.A,
Killum (Killiam) 33 members, Preaching second
and fourth Sundayse.

1913 - Pastor=G,H. Rolley; Clerk-Mrs, W, Killiam,
38 members,

191l - Messengers=H.C. Killiam, L.J. Edwards, C.J.
Browne Pastor- J.M. Nelson (Jay, Fl,); Clerk=
Jo J. Edwards; S.S. Superintendent-E.De Renfroe,
54 members; Preaching all four Sundayse



Penny
Rumbley, Wailes Howard (1881-1936) was born in Monroeville, Alabama the son of John W. and Nancy Faulk Rumbley. In 1920, He served as pastor of Highland Baptist Church, Molino, Poplar Dell Baptist Church, Century and Enon Baptist Church, Walnut Hill. Rumbley married Minnie Lee Howell in 1901 and they had five children.Visit our website floridabaptisthistory.org






Enon Baptist Church
Enon Baptist Church, situated on four and one-half acres west of

Walnut Hill and sixteen miles south of Atmore, Alabama, appears

19

in the 1885 Elim Baptist Association Minutes. Already an estab-
lished church with fifty members, Enon probably organized
between 1882-1884, the years for which no Elim Association
records exist. Enon was not listed in 1881.

Some pioneer members of Enon were the families of James
Larkin Mathis, J.W.
Beck, William
Keevan, William W.
Lowery, Enoch A.
Bray. William B. Bray,
John M. Brunson,
John J. Grimsley,
George Lewis,
Emanuel Grubbs,
Edward Grubbs, John
Underwood, Frank
i Waters, AT Lee,
Benjamin Jernigan,

Enon Baptist Church, 8530 Highway 974, and Mary Ann

Walnut Hill, FL 32568 (Mathis) Holland,
widow.

Most of the members were settlers from Conecuh and Covington
counties, Alabama and were farmers and/or engaged in the timber
industry. Descendants of those early families still worship in the
church today.

Enon’s first building faced west and was constructed on land
owned by the Muscogee Lumber Company. A cemetery, begun
about 1888, has remained adjacent to the church. In the early
1900s protracted meetings were held. Large crowds attended
preaching which lasted most of the day and on into the evening.
Attendees enjoyed dinner and supper on the grounds.

Some of the nearly thirty pastors of Enon include R.M. Guy,
Henry Kierce, AM. Lowery, John H. McAnally, Howard Wailes
Rumbley, N.T. Cardwell, B.A. Davis, Carlton Riddles, Byron Lee,
and Mike Campbell. William J. “Buddy” Boles has served since
1991. '

A member of Pensacola Bay Baptist Association since 1922, Enon
celebrates homecoming each October.

Submitted by: Annette Belew, 9051 South Highway 99, Walnut Hill, FL 32568.
Written by: Judith R. Jolly, Pensacola, FL. Sources: Church Records; Records of

Elim and Pensacola Bay Associations; Census, Land, and Vital Records;
Personal Knowledge.
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Rev. Wales Howard Rumbley

Wales Howard Rumbley was born January 11, 1881 in Monroeville, Alabama to
John W. and Nancy Faulk Rumbley. The oldest of seven children, Wales had three
sisters, Cornelia, Annie, and Elizabeth, and three brothers, Ted, Oscar, and Thomas
Franklin. On October 15, 1901, at the age of 20, Wales married Minnie Lee Howell
(September 15, 1883-December 16, 1971), daughter of John F. and Eliza Jane Kirksey
Howell, in John's and Eliza's home.

To the union of Wales and Minnie Lee Rumbley were bom five children. The
oldest was Fannie Lou Rumbley. She was born November 29, 1903 and died October 8,
1992. Clarence Howard Rumbley was born November 14, 1905 and died September 24,
1906. Maggie Sue Lizer Rumbley was born June 5, 1909 and died March 16, 1987.
Lucille Rumbley was born July 26, 1913 and died October 17, 2001.  Gladys Idell
Rumbley was born October 14, 1916 and died January 2, 1918. Both Clarence Howard
Rumbley and Gladys Idell Rumbley died at a very early age, and this left the three sisters
that loved each other as only sisters could.

In 1920, Wales Rumbley became the first pastor to be called to the newly
organized Highland Baptist Church.  This church was located on what is now West
Molino Road about a quarter of a mile west of Highway 29. I remember going to the
EH'u;c;}—l-early on Sunday mornings to run the goats out of the church and clean the floor
before the services.

The lineage of Wales and Minnie Lee Rumbley is as follows:  Fannie Lou
Rumbley married James Leon Hendrix (1904-1974) on December 20, 1922. To this
union were born eight children: Howard Hendrix (1926-1928), Jewel Hendrix (1928-
1978), Charles Hendrix (born 1930), Wilbur Hendrix (born 1933), Donald Hendrix (born
1936), Mary Lou Hendrix (born 1940), Winford Hendrix (born 1943), and Sarah Hendrix
(born 1945). Fannie Lou Hendrix worked in her home all her life, and she and James
raised their children in the same Godly fashion that they had been raised. Fannie Lou
loved her church and her God and always taught Sunday School and was very involved in
the mission work of her church for as long as she was physically able. As her health
began to fail, it was her only wish to be with God in Heaven and reunited with James.

Maggie Sue Rumbley married Norman Rush Ray (March 10, 1912-March 23,
1995) on May 28, 1938. To this union were born four children: Thomas Ray (born
1939), an infant girl that died at birth (born/died August 17, 1942), Judith Ray (born
1948), and Charlotte Ray (born 1951). Maggie Rumbley Ray was a school teacher for
many years. She taught at Molino, Bratt, and Brownsville schools. I also remember so
vividly that on those frequent phone calls to check on each other they never called each
other by name but always by just "sister".

Lucille Rumbley married Kermit C. Johnson (1914-1998) on October 15, 1941.
To this union were born two children: Linda Johnson (born 1946) and Eugene "Buddy"
Johnson.  Lucille worked as a secretary for the County Agent in Pensacola, Florida.
Lucille was the last in this dear family to be reunited in Heaven with the family that had
gone on before her.

Charles H. Hendrix, 6766 Highway 95A North, Molino, Florida 32577
Published in The Heritage of Escambia County, Florida (2004)
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