William Royall (1823-1893) was born in Edgefield District, South Carolina, the son of William
and Mary Ann Riley Royall. He served as pastor of churches in South Carolina, Georgia and
Florida including First Baptist Church, Ocala. Royall and his wife, Elizabeth Bailey had three
sons and two daughters.

Visit our website floridabaptisthistory.org
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A NXoted Mhnlstor's Deantl. -
SAVANNAR, Jan. ¢ —Rev. William
Eﬁul D.D., fell dead 1 the street in
this city. He was m a visit to his
daughter, Mrs. Powell, and was prepar-
ing to retarn home to North Carolins
when overcoune with heart failare. He
was a native of Edgafield. S. C.. and
was once pastor of a4 Baptist charch in
Groorzia.

For more information see
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/royall-william
Royall, William
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A History of the Institution by Its
Oldest, Most Faithful Member

Last Sunday evening was the occa-
sion of a most Interesting and Impres-
sive service at the Baptist church in
this city. The meeting was announced
as a “Missionary Rally." Pastor Car-
roll spoke for thirty minutes wn “A
Star and a Song™ The beautiful
theme grew more beautiful under his
elogquent interpretation, and as he pre-
sented the angelic message of “peace
on earth, good will 1o men,” his hear-
ers felt that heaven was very near.
At the close of the sermon a collec-
tion was taken for China. Dr. Car-
roll then turned the meeting over into
the hands of the W. M. U, and the
president of the TUnion, Mrs. E. Van
Hood, Introduced Miss Hattie Mae
Moodie, a young woman from “Ten-
nessee, who is on her way to Cuba as
a missionary, being sent out by the
yYoung women's societies of that state.
Miss Moodie spoke brieflv, but with
much feeling of her call to labor for
the Master, and her happiness in obey-
ing. Pastor Carroll made a special
prayer for ‘the young missionary and
her work.

Mrs. Hood next called upan Mrs.
Fannie R. Gary to give a history of
the mission work of the church from
its beginning. We publish in full Mrs.
Gary's paper, knowing that it will be
of great interest to all the old resi-
dents of Ocala, as well as all our Bap-
tist readers.
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tist readers.

Mrs. Gary's Paper
“Having been requested to give a
brief history of the Woman's Mission
Society of the First Baptist church of
Ocala, I have thought it best to re-
late briefly the history of the church
up to the time of the organization of
that society, that an intelligent view

| may be had of the Baptist position in

this city at that time.

*The First Baptist church of Ocala
was constituted July 3, 1550, with five
members, and HEE Isasc Newton was
called to serve as pastor. He seems
to have died or moved away within a
few months. One person. Mrs. Mary
R. Alexander. who died at Clearwater
Harbor a few years ago, united with
the church under his lninlsm'y. and
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_;' | was heid in
having been

the pastorate, but in 1855 Iu- was ﬂ.!l-
ed to the professorship in Furman
University in South Carolina, and
continued to teach Latin, Greek and

"| modern languages in colleges in South

Carolina. Texas and North Carolina

“{uill his death. January 3. 1593, but he

never gave up the ministry, the desire
to win souls for Christ being the high-
est aspiration of his earnest nature.
During the pastorate of Dr. [Royall at
Ocala many were added to the mem-
bership of the church. He was suc-
ceeded by HEN Charles B. Jonss, who
was also intellectually a strong man.
and served the church very acceptably.

“The next pastor was HEe F. C.
Johnson, who had been a missionary

Site China, but returned on account of
P| failing health. He was a fine classical

scholar. It was =aid of him by one

T who was the best possible judge of his

attainments: “1 belleve he couald ad-

*|dress a Roman senate as intelligently

as Cicero himself” Though Mr. John-

Y imon attracted large crowds to hear him

preach—peaple coming from  all the
surreunding country on the twe Sun-

Y- |days of the month when he was to
i preach—yetl few were added to the
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“The mext pastor was [BSw] F. C.
Johnson, who had been a missionary
to China, but returned on account of
falling health. He was a fine classical
scholar. It was said of him by one
who was the best possible judge of his
attainments: “1 belleve he could ad-

+|dress a Roman senate as intelligently

as Cicero himself.”" Though Mr. John-
=on attracted large crowds to hear him
preach—peaple coming from all the
surreunding country on the two Sun-
was to
preach—yet few were added to the
charch during hi= pastorate, which
censed during the war between the
States, probably In 1862 After this
thers was an interim, during which

| worship in the church was suspended.

Prior to this time the families of sev-
eral wealthy planters held thelr mems-
bership with this church—the Tay-
lors, Owens, Waldos, Browns and oth=

“In May. 1566, ES¥] R. M. Perry was
called to the pastorate and remained
until November, 1865, During his stay
the colored members withdrew and
formed the Mount Moriah Baptist
Haptist chureh.

“From 156% to 1573, Mr. Johnson, our
former pastor, and &%l P. P. Bishop,
both them lving at or near Palatka,
occpstonally visited ws and adminis-
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