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HISTORY OF THE
ASTATULA BAPTIST CHURCH

The exact date of the organization of the Astatula
Baptist Church is not known, but it is believed that

€ present organization is the result of religious
services held by General Charles P. Summerall
and Mrs, Maynord in the school house of Astatula
in 1883. The church’s first pastor is unknown.

There are definite records of the Astatula Baptist
Church as far back as June 1892,

W. T. Kerffer deeded the Astatula Baptist Church
a strip of land 100 feet wide across the south end of
lot 3, in block G, town of Astatula. Mr. A, N, Sibley,
Mr. J. W. Joyner and Mr. H. M. Barclay were ap-
pointed as trustees.

On April 8, 1912 Mr. and Mrs. ThomasH. English
sold to the church the west half of lot 61, in block D,
town of Astatula. The cost of this property was
$28.82. It took the church twoyearsand five months
to pay off this debt. The church immediately moved
its building to this location, which is the present
location of the church. Mr. Newber T. English and
Jessie J, Finley were appointed as trustees.

There was a time between 1934 and 1944 when the
church was dead. The church was revived in the
garly part of 1944 and has been growing since that

ay.

In 1949 and 1950 a new auditorium and educational
building were erected. On December 17, 1950 this
beautiful auditorium and educational building were
dedicated. Dr, John Maguire and Chester Mann were
speakers at the dedication services. Rev. C. F.
Mann was pastor of the church. :

Ia July of 1963 Reverend Paul Middleton was called
as pastor. In 1964 the church completed remodeling
and installation work which included central heating
and airconditioning throughout the entire building.
This also included completely redoing the Nursery
and laying tile on the floors.

Ia 1965 the auditorium platform was padded and
carpeted,
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Many of the records of the church have been de~
stroyed, and it is impossible to give anaccurate list
of pastors who have served the Astatula Baptist
Church. However, a partial list of pastors who have
served and the dates served is given:

Rev. S. C. Butler 1908-1909
Rev. W. E. Murphy 1910-1911
Rev. W. M. Martin 1912-1914
Rev. J. A. McDougle 1915-1918
Rev. E. D. Vinning 1924

Rev. W. E. Murphy 1925

Rev. T. H. Murhky 1926

Rev. T. F. Barry 1927-1928
Rev. W, E. Fuller 1929-1930
Rev. D. R. Hickam 1930

Rev. John W, Westburgh 1931

Rev, J. L. Yeomans 1932-1933
Rev,. Blackburn 1934?
Rev. A. A. Stanley 1944-1946
Rev. Elvin Harwell 1946

Rev, C, F, Mann
Rev. Elmer Evans

Oct. 1946-Sept. 1951
Oct. 1951-July 1953

Rev. J. Long Oct. 1953-Sept. 1954
Rev. C. F. Manp t, 1954-June 1955
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ev. Jack Rowland Jr.  June 1957-May 1960
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Rev. Glynn Hickerson May 1962-Jan. 1963
Rev. Paul Middleton July 1963~
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Jack Rowland Obituary

1927 - 2002

Rev. Jack Rowland Jr., 74, of Weeki Wachee, Florida, who pastored Southern Baptist churches
throughout Florida, passed away on Tuesday, February 12, 2002. The family will receive friends on
Thursday, February 14, 2002, 6-8 p.m., at Brewer & Sons Funeral Homes and Cremation Services, 280
Mariner Boulevard, Spring Hill, Florida. Funeral services are scheduled for Friday, February 15, 10 a.m.,
at First Baptist Church of Hernando Beach. Interment will be on Friday, 1 p.m., at Old Oaklawn
Cemetery, Plant City, Florida. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are appreciated to First Baptist
Church of Hernando Beach Building Fund, 4446 Shoal Line Boulevard, Hernando Beach, FL 34607.
Arrangements entrusted to Brewer & Sons Funeral Homes and Cremation Services, Spring Hill, Florida.

JACK ROWLAND, JR.
Jack Rowland, Jr. (1927-2002) served as pastor of Astatula Baptist Church, 1957-1960.

Source:
Florida Baptist Historical Society files.



