
Rowe, James L. (1908-1979) was a native of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He served as pastor of 

churches in Alabama, Georgia and Florida including Mt. Gilead Baptist Church and Calvary 

Baptist Church, Perry. Rowe and his wife had three children. 
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CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY

On. August 6, 1981, as a girl of 12 years old, I went to 
church at the home of Mr. Clint Shaw. Out congregation of 42 
members became known as Calvary Baptist Mission.

The first officers elected were Sarah Poppell as church 
secretary and treasurer. Lou Ella Shaw was elected as church 
clerk. Trustees were also elected and the board consisted of 
Clint Shaw, who is now deceased, Hansel Redd, Clayton Woodward, 
Harold Shaw and Herbert Murphy, who is also deceased.

On September 20, 1961, the first elected officers were to 
become permanent. Also on this day the Mission voted unaminously 
for Rev. Joe Engel to become our first pastor.

On October 4, 1961, Calvary adopted the rules and bylaws 
fo the Taylor Baptist Association and submitted for membership of 
the Association.

In our early days we had no church building, so we had church 
in a fish market on Jefferson Street, and the American Legion 
Hall on Center street, but we still had a loving spirit and 
really enjoyed our early days of worship in these places.

We decided we needed a church building and on January 3, 1962, 
we elected Sarah Poppell and Margaret Robertson to contact the 
land owners of our present site on Highway 98. Our building 
committee officers were elected and were as follows: Lenard Prid- 
geon, Sarah Poppell, Herbert Murphy. Frank & Margaret Robertson 
and Sam Poppell were elected as helpers to the committee.

We borrowed $9,000.00 for our building and ground breaking 
waB observed March 18, 1962. Our ground breaking was something 
of an affair. We had a picnic on the grounds of the City Park. 
Henry Dorsett, Clint Shaw, Hansel Redd, Frank Robertson, Wesley 
Williams, Sam Poppell, James Jackson, J.B. Dansby, Paul Brannen, 
Fred Riegel, Adrian Young were the chefs for a crowd of five 
hundred people. The Lord blessed this day because our Sunday 
School attendance was 64. Our membership at this time was 37. 
Our offering this memorable day was $2,080.00, and what a glorious 
day in the Lord we had.

We lost our pastor, Rev. Joe Engel, April 18, 1964. On 
July 2, 1964, we called Arthur King as pastor.

On December 14, 1965, Joe Hughes was ordained as a preacher. 
The ordination service was held by Rev. Felix Parker, Rev. Art 
King and Rev. Harold Combs preached the ordination sermon. On 
August 30, 1967, Calvary voted to accept the resignation of Bro. 
Art King, effective immediately-

Our next pastor came within a couple of months- Rev. James 
Rowe accepted our call to be our pastor. Our church grew and all 
of our members enjoyed each others love and fellowehip. Rev. Rowe
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Bethel Creek ~i.J, Fowler, lJay, f1a, 32013 lU49 1 2 1 10 2~ :l2 61 N 493 
Beulah 1902 1 4 4 43 13 56 N 1440 
Brewer Lake \'.', \\', Tyre, P,O, Box 64, Day, Fla, 0"013 1888 2 4 2 1 5 10 153 63 210 N 3500 
Central 190'1 2 4 3 3 1 42 49 91 N 1300 

" Cherry Lake 193'1 1 4 1 11 12 3 133 42 180 1 Y 3900 
.:::: Elizabeth Walter E. Heiley. Rt. 1, Box 100, Lamont, t la, 323.3.:3 18.'31 1 4 1 11 1 6 102 49 231 N 3350 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
2J 
28 

Faith Howard Money, P,O, Eox :;38, Madison, l'1a, :l2a40 1964 4 4 2 20 35 4 73 1 74 N 1300 
Greenville Thad Entzminger, P,O, Box 6, Greenville, Fh:. 32331 1857 a 4 1 6 13 1'1 183 90 273 Y 5200 
Hopewell Alva HoIton, Rt, I, Box 145, Madison, Fla, ~234D 1817 2 4 2 7 3 9 142 42 184 Y 4212 
lamont CUn..'c'ud KiJpaErick, 31}04 S. Momoe St., Tal1aha.ssee. Ei1.a . .'323{Jl 1896 2 2- 1 '1 '1 1 69 38 1117 Y 1500 
Lee, f'jr;t I, T, Canet, Rt, 3, Box 124, Jaspe', Fla, 1~04 4 m 2 6 3 'TiiJ 76 ~43 Y 31~0 
Macedonia A, Clyde Mclain, Rt, 1, Lee, fla, 32059 1865 4 2 5 18 33 91 78 115 Y 3120 
1·1adison, 6rst Jack A. Shaw, P.O, Box ,'30'1, Madison, Fla, .'3234{J 18.'38 4 1 9 18 18 401 281 682- Y 61)60 
Mayo Harold Hardee, Mayo, fl', 32066 18B5 4 1 6. 1 1B 169 62 231 Y :Jii40 
Mid~'ay Dean Smith, Rt, 1, l~e, Fla, 32059 1856 4 1 5 5 18 181 104 ~85 li 3361 

Mosley Hall R, C, Cannon, Rt, 3, Perry, fia, 1901 41 4 4 4 '" 1" 181 I I CI 1 1170 
lo.,'lt. Gilead James L. Rowe. Perry, F12.. 185{1 4 1 1 31 23 .54 N 1300 
Mt. Olive Dozier Sapp, R<, 1, Box 146, Madison, 1'1., 32340 1898 4 2 18 9 11 203 52 25:; N 2340 
New Home Rev. Paul Hendry, Peny. E-1a. 192-1 4 2 -J 4- 18 G(J. m IIJ3 .N 1865 
N~w Hopeful Roben A. Kelley. Rt. 2, Box 21}O, Madison, PIa . .'32340 1876 4 2 .5 • 1 100 22 122- N 2150 

New Macedonia J. 8, &nefield, Rt, I, Greenville, l'1a, 32331 1873 1 4 III I I I (; 1
10 I ti 16114211"" I 1" I N l"bO

" Pinetta, First Ted Rodda, Pinetta, n" 1915 2 4 2 B 17 131 B9 220 N 3380 
Pine Grove D:mgIas. r."ll.£chell, Rl. 2, r.,·ladis OD J Fla. 32:340 1856 4 2 4 3 5 95 .34 129 Y 2600 
P1"sant GlOve (L) Jack Lamb, Rt, 1, Ilox 131, Mayo, fla, 32066 1819 4 2 4 11 126 50 116 N 2860 
Pleasant GlOve (T) W. H. ·Woodard, P,O, Eox '124~ Madison, Ina. ~341) 1879 4 1 3 ·6 68 15 83 Y 1300 
Rtversiue I Kenneth Sullivan, Rt. 1, Ma},o, F1a~ .:321}6"6 --lTI902 1560 
SiIm a [IS 1905. 1130 
St, Johrls Ira Blair. Rt. 2. :tvlad ison, ~a. 1947 1560 
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