
Rollins, Eurston was a graduate of the American University in Puerto Rico. He served as pastor 

of churches in Puerto Rico and Florida including, First Baptist Church, Destin and Village 

Baptist Church, Bradenton. Rollins and his wife, Claire Rollins had two sons. 
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Destin First Baptist Church
The genera! philosophy of our church family is that First Baptist Church in Destin was 

founded in approximately 32 A.D, The first physical structure, however, was actually 
a mission of the Fort Walton Beach First Baptist, dedicated April 29, 1951. First pastor, 
Myron Johnson, conducted services in an old school house on Calhoun Street until a 
permanent construction becarrte complete'In the spring of 1952. The new facility stood 
at the corner of Calhoun and Forest on property donated by Mr. Tyler Calhoun.

In September of 1954. the mission became a dyj^eh under+he watch-care of second 
pastor Henry Jarvis. During the 1960?s, PastorfEurston RolJips/ Jesse Higgenbothan, 
Craig DeBenedicius and Leroy Sherrill faithfullwSwerl iuftMDeacons James Vaughn, 
Ben Woodall, Clay Boudreaux, Dalton Threadgill. A.D. Sytrett, and Dr. T.A. Deckle.

In 1971. the Reverend Q.H. Boggs was called as pastor. He came to us immediately 
out of seminary and greatly blessed the church during his pastorate. His death of cancer 
in 1976 ended the brief ministry of a man who had given up a successful business career 
to study at East Texas Baptist College and New Orleans Seminary. He was succeeded 
by Rev. David Boyd and in 1978, by Rev. James Allan.

By this time, the church had grown from 46 members in 1954, to 152 by 1970, and 
to 319 by November 1975. With these numbers heralding the out-growth of facilities, 
the church purchased five acres of land on Beach Drive in 1974 with an eye to the future.

In March of 1980, the Reverend Charles Padgett became pastor. Under his guidance, 
the church was richly blessed by God. On December 7, 1986, church members stood 
in an unbroken circle around the land as the fallow ground was at last turned for con­
struction. On August 30, 1987, dedication ceremonies were held for the beautiful new 
facility at 201 Beach Drive, thirteen years after it was first envisioned.

On the Saturday morning before that first service, a curious event occurred. The truck 
bringing the peWs and church furniture struck a power line coming into the parking lot. 
setting the truck on fire and destroying or damaging all of rhe contents inside. Members 
worked throughout the day and night cleaning pew cushions, repairing burned wood, 
re-building furnishings, and scrubbing away the smell of fire. At 1:30 a.m. that Sunday 
morning, members knelt with Pastor Padgett before the lighted cross in the sanctuary 
and praised God that the church was ready to receive the people into His house.

On May 6, 1990. Brother Charles preached his last sermon as our pastor. He spoke 
from Joshua 3: 4-5 with the text, “We Shall Not Pass This Way Again.” Our interim
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