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William A. Robinson (1918-1983) served as director of missions of Ridge Association from 1971 

to 1982. Prior to that he served as pastor of Havana Baptist Church, Northside Baptist Church in 

Ruskin, Bethel Baptist Church in Lakeland, Central Avenue Baptist Church (aka Walnut Street) 

and as associate at First Baptist Church in Key West. Robinson served as pastor in North 

Carolina before coming to Florida. He and his wife, Martha Robinson had two daughters. 
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I«mW H XhaS Jr. Brw MeCay

First Church, Plant City, called 
!<>■■* H SM Jr. ai pastor, effective 
Sept. 11. A graduate of the University 
of South Carolina, Columbia, and New 
Orleans Seminary, he goes from a 15- 
year pastorate at Northside Church. 
West Columbia. S.C.

Finn Church of Indian Rocks, Largo, 
has called Bruce McCoy as minister of 
music He is (he mate soloist for the new 
religious telecast called "Praise Song" 
on the ACTS network. sponsored by the 
RaAo and Tetevaaon Commiaaon. which 
begins in 1984 He is a graduate of 
Oberlin (Ohio) Conservatory of Musk

Tbooth? E. Pickers accepted the call 
as pastor of Antioch Church. Quincy, 
after being ordained by the church A 
graduate of Luther Rice Seminars 
lacksonvilte, he has served other Florida 
churches as minister of musk/youth

On July 17, Gow Goolsby became 
pastor of Citra Church. Citra. A grad 
uate of Baptist Bible Institute, Grace 
vilte, his bivocational pastorate is in ad 
diuon to being a deputy sheriff with 
Marion County Sheriff s office, chap 
lain and head of the Christian Law En­
forcement Officers He was ordained to 
the gospel ministry June 12 by Sparr 
Church. Span

Terry Wyoo became minister of muea 
and youth at Clay Hill Church, Mas 
vilte. on Sept 4. He goes from Grace 
Church. Valdosta

Mistionan News
Pamela Beck, daughter of Mr and 

Mrs. G Frederick Bach (Indonesia) 
married Mark Aaron Hotmann in Ama 
nllo. Texas, on Aug. 13. Her parents 
may be addressed at JI Bali 12. Klaten. 
J ate ng. Indonesia

Homecomings
Terry Parker Church, Jacksonsille: 

Sept. 28-Oct 2, 25th anniversary. former 
pastors Joe H. Courson, W. H. Carter 
and W R. Smith, guests; concert Fri­
day with Al Washbum. Eddie Lockamy. 
Gwen Hernandez, dinner on the ground' 
Sunday; Gene Force, pastor

New Life Church, MHtoa: Sept IS, 
third anniversary, John E. Watts, guest 
speaker; dinner on the grounds; singing 
in the afternoon; former members and 
friends invited; Joe Floyd, pastor

North Main Street Church. Jackson 
»Ute: Sept. 23, 75th anniversary; dinner 
on the grounds; special music by Win­
ston Miller Trip and Renee Lawless; for 
mer members and friends invited; Neil 
T. Hickem, pastor

Crestview Church. Lakeland: Oct. 2. 
12th anniversary; Bud Winstead, guest 
speaker; dinner on the grounds; musK 
in the afternoon; former pastors, mem­
bers and friends invited; Clyde Geren. 
interim pastor

First Church of Shaasrock, Haines 
Oty: Oct. 2; Glenn Collins, guest speak 
er; dinner on the grounds; special music 
in the afternoon; former pastors and 
members invited; Austin McElroy, pas­
tor

(lay HHI Oanh, Maxvflte: Sept 23; 
dinner on the grounds; special musk by 
the Gospel Servants; former pastors, 
members and friends invited; Bill Hen­
dricks. pastor

CoBegt Road Chapel, Ocala: Oct. 2; 
Bill Carmichael, guest speaker, dinner 
on the grounds, special music; constnut 
ing service; everyone invited;/ John 
Downing, pastor

Riverview Church. JacksouviMe: Oct. 
9. Carlton Owens, guest speaker, din­
ner on the grounds, special musk; for­
mer members and friends invited; David 
Knight, pastor

Ooh HIM Church. Gainesville: Oct. 2; 
special music by the Gospel Express, 
dinner on the grounds; Billy Wolfe, 
pastor

H. Floyd Folsom 
Dies of Cancer

H. Floyd Folsom. pastor emeritus of 
Miami Shores Church. Miami, died 
Sept. 8 of cancer. He was 69.

Edgar R. Cooper, editor. Florida 
Baptist Witness, conducted funeral ser­
vices at First Church of Temple Terrace. 
Tampa, on Sept. 10. He was assisted by 
Earl Tharp, retired pastor, and Herb 
Dkkinson. pastor at Temple Terrace 
Andrew M Hall, pastor. First Church. 
Delray Beach, conducted memorial ser­
vices at Miami Shores Church on Sept 
11 Interment was in Sunset Memorial 
Gardens. Tampa

A native of Marianna. Folsom was 
pastor at Miami Shores from 1952-1979. 
During his 27 years there, 29 entered 
full-time Christian service. Prior to that. 
Folsom served as pastor of Audubon 
Church, Louisville. Ky.. and as supenn 
tendent of missions and evangelism for 
the Long Run Association m Kentucky

Folsom’s denominational service in­
cluded: first vice president, Florida Bap­
tist State Convention. 1959; member, 
State Board of Missions, 1962-63; mem 
her. Witness Commission, 1966-1972, 
and chairman, 1972-74. He also served 
on various state convention committees

He was a graduate of Bowling Green 
(Ky.) Business College; Western Ken 
tucky State Teachers College; and 
Southern Seminary, Louisville

Survivors include his widow, Jose 
phinc; a son, David, of Louisville; a 
daughter. Grace Lynn, of Baltimore 
Md.; a foster son. Mario Camacho of 
Quito, Ecuador; and four grandchildren

W. A. Robinson, 
Retired DOM, Dies

William A. Robinson, 65. who retired 
last October as director of mission^, 
Ridge Association, died on Sept 8 after 
contracting pneumonia

Marcus Jowers, pastor. First Church. 
Haines City, and Austin McElroy, pas­
tor, First Church of Shamrock. Haines 
Chy, conducted funeral services Sept. 11 
at First Church. Auburndale. Interment 
was at Auburndale Memorial Park

Robinson had been director of mis­
sions at Ridge since 1971. Prior to that 
he served as pastor of Northside 
Church. Ruskin; Behtel Church, Lake­
land; and Cleveland Church. Cleveland. 
N.C He also served as associate pastor 
of First Church, Key West.

Survivors include his widow, Martha, 
two daughters. Elaine Cooley of Fort 
Pierce and Nancy Morgan of Green 
Cove Springs; and five grandchildren

Hunger Foes Face Apathy, Futility
GLOR1ETA, N.M. (BP)—Southern 

Baptists are gaining momentum in their 
efforts to deal with world hunger but 
must continue to fight persistent feelings 
of futility and apathy, participants at a 
Christian Life conference were told 

"Whenever you begin thinking about 
thejiunger problem around our world, 
you can be overwhelmed with the statis­
tics. if that's all you look at." said John 
Cheyne, senior consultant for human 
need ministries for the Foreign Mission 
Board.

"When you think about the 500 
million to one billion people who are 
constantly hungry in the world, you ask. 
‘Is this problem not so much bigger than 
we are that it might be futile to even try 
to touch the hem of the garment?’ ”

But Cheyne said instead of giving up 
we must begin to solve the hunger prob­
lem by putting our weight down in those 
areas where we feel we have the gifts of 
God.

“We have the resources from the 
Lord," Cheyne said, “not just money 
but the kind of commitment and dedka 
tion reflected by 3,200 missionaries 
around the world in 100 different coun­
tries. Southern Baptists have in place 
more administrative personnel to carry 
out a job than any relief organization in 
the entire world," he said.

"I’m not saying every one of those 
3,200 missionaries is involved in this 
type of ministry but 1 do say we have 
in place the resources as well as thou 
sands upon thousands of lay volunteers 
who are willing to address their lives in 
going overseas to get involved.

“We can truthfully say, as a denomi 
nation, we have always been concerned 
about hunger," Cheyne said. “However, 
it was not until 1978, marking the first 
time Southern Baptists put World Hun 
ger Day on our church calendars, we 
began to respond significantly "

Southern Baptist annual giving, only 

$81,000 in 1971, has grown to $5.5 
million in 1982

“The 1978 World Hunger Day stirred 
things up and that amount just about 
doubled each of the first three years.” 
he said.

In spite of more than $2 million des­
ignated for hunger relief so far in 1983, 
Cheyne told participants, because of in­
creased requests from missionaries in­
volved in hunger relief projects, funds 
are dangerously low.

“Funds on hand have become so 
small we can no longer take a chance on 
funding the longer-range hunger devei 

opment projects until the balance on 
hand is built up again. We can now re­
spok only to life-threatening situa­
tions," he said.

David Lockard, coordinator of the 
conference and director of the Christian 
Life Commission's program of hunger 
education and action, said although 
Southern Baptists arc to be commended 
for this increase in giving, “This is an 
appropriate time, shortly before the Oct. 
9 Work! Hunger Day observance, for us 
to prepare to move up to a new level of 
concern, compassion and commitment 
in responding to the challenge of world 
hunger."

In another conference session, Na­

than Porter, hunger consultant for the 
Home Mission Board, said Southern 
Baptists have been slow to respond to 
the hunger problem in the United States 
often because of misunderstanding, prej­
udice and lack of information.

"The main cause of hunger in Amer 
ka is poverty," Porter said. "It is a prob­
lem of nutrition. Many people do not 
have the money to buy the food their 
familia and their children need," he 
said.

“The economic depression and bud­
get cuts in social serrica to the poor 
have helped the poverty level to reach 
alarming proportions in the United 
Slates Thirty-five million people in 
America bvc below the poverty level and 
another 35 million are considered near 
poor or just above the poverty line,” he 
said.

“In churcha and food centers where 
Southern Baptists give emergency food 
relief, we now see the new poor, those 
formerly middle-claw Americans who 
stand silent and ashamed, not knowing 
where else to go and waiting to receive 
a gift of food because they don’t want 
then kids to go hungry."

Porter said Southern Baptists must 
break down prejudice and seek up-to- 
date information on the poor and hun 
gry in America. "Poor people are not 
lazy men bring off welfare,” he stressed 
“They are hopeless and worried people 
who are unable to help themselves "

Porter said poverty is not a racial 
problem but an economic problem 
which touches people of all races 
"Two-thirds of the poor people in the 
United States are white," he said. “Of 
course, while only 11 percent of whita 
are poor, 31 percent of blacks and 26 
percent of Hispanics live in poverty

“The South where Southern Baptists 
are the strongat has twke the poverty

level of the North," he pointed out
"Our home missionaries report the 

poor and hungry are young mothers 
rearing children alone, families of 
workers who have lost their jobs, young 
people who lack training and job skills, 
migrants, seasonal farm workers, docu 
mented refugees, the elderly, handi 
capped and native Americans," he said. 
"Two of three adults in the United 
Stata who are poor arc women

"We’ve been so busy on our express 
ways of life we’ve never taken an exit 
to become involved and to relate to the 
poor and hungry people." Porter said. 
"The only contact most people have 
with the poor is at the grocery store and 
they exaggerate the bad stones about the 
poor and food stamps "

Porter said Southern Baptists desig­
nated only about $7,000 for domatic 
hunger in 19^9 but gifts have grown to 
$250,000 in 1982. "These funds are dis 
tributed by missionaria almoat exclu­
sively for emergency food relief,” he 
said.

Patsy Ayres, a member of First Bap 
list Church in San Antonio, Texas, a 
Christian Life Commission member and 
a hunger activist, told participants 
Southern Baptists need to make hunger 
awareness come alive m the churcha

"We can do this through sermons on 
world hunger, special musk and testi- 
morua. and through the use of cumcu- 
lum and study materials.'' she said. “If 
we get involved in hunger education, we 
will have a changed attitude "

i^yra said we often have an anunosi 

ty toward the poor “A sign of moral 
depravity used to be slothfulness, but we 
have shifted this to say that poverty is 
a sign of moral depravity *

Ayres said Southern Baptists need to 
watch their motivation in helping the 
poor and hungry and not help just to 
alleviate their own guih. “We need to 
think of our hungry brothers and sistas 
as creations of Christ." she said

"If we are going to do something to 
feed the hungry in the name of Jesus 
Christ, it had better be good—not slip 
shod," she said "What we do need is 
to be realistic but we can also stir the im 
aginations of our people to do things (to 
teed the hungry) we have never dreamed 
of." she said "Greater than any gift we 
give to the hungry is the gift of hope as 
we give them the whole gospel." she 
said
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