Robert V. Roberts (1947-) was born in Wauchula, Florida. He graduated from Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary and Luther Rice Seminary. Roberts served as director of missions
for the South Florida Baptist Association 1989-2013. He and his wife, Brenda K. Roberts had

two sons.
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Worship services begln to vary

By Patricia Merritt
The Ledger

Verses of “Amazing Grace” or
“How Great Thou Art" can be heard
in worship services of many Southern
Baptist churches.

And now more contemporary
choruses such as “Mighty Is Our
God" and “Bless the Name of Jesus”
are also taking their turn in Southern
Baptist tions.

Worship styles are becommg more
varied in Baptin €

South Florida BapﬂstAmclntlon in
Lakeland.

“There once was a time if you
raised your hands in worship service
or didn't sing songs out of the Baptist
hymnal, then you weren't Baptist.
Those things have changed,” says the
[Rev] Michael Hailey, former pastor
at First Baptist Church in Lakeland,
where there is a blended form of wor-
ship. Hailey is now pastor at Summer
Grove in Shreveport, La.

Evolving in Bapﬁst services are
also the blended and nontraditional

services, [Robertd says.
Nontraditional is the least com-

mon. They include the of

choruses that are not hymns,

“Baptists alwaya take an offer-

" h n,’
h classifies Celebration

Baptist Worship Center in Lakeland
as a nontraditional-worship-styled
SBC church.

The [Be¥l Gerald Bagwell, pastor
at Celebration, calls his church
innovative.

“We have real freedom for individ-
uals to express themselves in wor-
ship,” says Bagwell, who started the

church in March 1992. He was a for-
mer pastor at First Baptist in Lake-
land from 1978 to 1986.

“We meet in different care groups
on Sunday nights in peoples’ homes.
We stress people and their needs, not
programs,” Bagwell says. “We don’t
have the excess baggage of
tradition.”

But they do have the convention's
blessings, he says.

*As an innovative church we're not
negative to others and don't believe
we're the only ones doing things for
God," Bagwell says. His church has a
membership of 140.

The SBC seems to be more open to
“innovative” churches, he says. And
Bagwell projects that in the next 10
years there will be more innovative
congregations in the convention.

Another form of worship style is
using both the traditional and nontra-
ditional to make the blended service,
Roberi says. This form of worship
service is second to the traditional
one, he says.
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In Recognizing His True Calling, He Is Fulfilling His Service Mission

T:mer about an appointment.
He's wearing cowboy boots
and a suit and tie. The suit and tie
is unusual, he says. He had
changed after spending the morn-
ing outside his office, cutting
down a tree that had been toppled
by Hurricane Charley.

It’s not often you run across a
guy who wields a chain saw, a
PDA and a Bible with equal
aplomb.

is a mixture of rural
and city, traditional and modern,
old-time religion and up-to-the-
minute techniques. He's a Hardee
County native (“If the Lord lets
me, that’s where I'm going to re-
tire’’) who was the first in his fam-

W.ITHELEDGEK.

ily to attend college and speaks
fluent S; sh.

57, is director of mis-
sions for the South Florida Bap-
tist n, a group of South-
ern Baptist churches in Lakeland,
Mulberry and Bartow. Baptist
churches are independent of one
another, but their associations
provide a way for them to coop-
erate voluntarily, and has
the task of trying to shepherd
them along, training pastors here,
offering resources there, mediat-
ing squabbles between pastors
and congregations.

He has been at his post for 15
years, and under his guidance the
association has grown from 47 all-
white congregations to its current
70, which includes nine ethnic-
language and five black church-
es, He administers a staff of three
and a $200,000 budget, which is

geared to his philosophy of serv-
ing churches and pastors.

“We work hard to help pastors
and leaders do the work God is
calling them to do. I felt like the at-
titude [ wanted to bring is, ‘How
can I help you?' " says.

The pastor of the largest Bap-
tist church in Polk County says
Roberts carries out this part of his
job well, taking care of pastors
and their families.

“I know from onal experi-
ence,” says the Jay Dennis
of First Baptist Church at the
Mall. “When 1 had surgery on my
throat, the first one to call was
Robert.”

Robert Vincent was
born Oct. 9, 1947 in rural Hardee
County, near Wauchula. His first
name was given not to match the

PLEASE SEE PAGE A10
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Robert v. Roberts, director of missions for the South Florida Baptist
Association, has seen great growth in his 15 years in the position.
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Birth place: Wauchula.

Occupation: Southern Baptist pastor and director
of missions, South Florida Baptist Association.

Family: Wife, Brenda K. Roberts] children,

Benjamin S. Fioberts and Stephen R. R

both grown.

Education: Hardee High School, 1965; A.A., Polk

Community College, 1971; B.A., University of
South Florida, 1973; M.Div., Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, 1976; D.Min., Luther Rice Seminary, 1982.

Vehicle: Ford F-250 pickup.

Favorite food: Steak and potatoes.

Worst habit: In too big of a hurry.

Favorite scripture: “Do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid,

for | am your God; | will strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold
you with my victorious right hand" (Isaiah 41:10).
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