
Lawrence Lamar Rawson (1915-2008) was born in Mississippi the son of Lawrence L. and 

Mabel Johnson Rawson. He was a bi-vocational minister and served as pastor of Immanuel 

Baptist Church, Milton; Woodlawn Baptist Church, Pensacola; Klondike Baptist Church and 

Brent Baptist Mission, Pensacola. Rawson and his wife, Mary Louise :Jimmie” Bell Rawson had 

four children. 
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Lawrence Rawson Obituary 

REVEREND LAWRENCE LAMAR RAWSON 

1915-2008 

 

Reverend Lawrence Lamar Rawson, 93, went home to be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

his wife of 72 years, Mary Louise, and his baby daughter, Patricia Ann, at his earthly home in 

Pace, Florida on Monday, December 29, 2008. 

Born on August 16, 1915 to Lawrence L. and Mabel (Johnson) Rawson, in Mississippi, Lamar, 

his parents, and older brother, Malcolm (Mac), returned to his mother's home town of Pensacola. 

Lamar graduated from PHS and shortly thereafter married his life long love, Mary Louise 

(Jimmy) Bell. 

Reverend Rawson was a bi-vocational Southern Baptist minister while working at the Pensacola 

Naval Air Station. When he retired from NAS he went into full time ministry and was pastor of 

several Northwest Florida Churches. He was a member of Floridatown Baptist Church at the 

time of his death. 

He is survived by his children, Lamar H. Rawson of Pace, Larry E. Rawson (Joan) of Troy, 

Alabama, Dr. David W. Rawson (Pat) of Gulf Breeze and Crestview, Florida, and Judith Rawson 

Wiggins (Gary) of Bratt, Florida; thirteen grand children and 22 great-grandchildren. 

The family wishes to thank Lydia Pettigrew, Ellie Tew, and Doyle Ward and family for their 

dedication to Daddy and Momma in their last years. 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pensacolanewsjournal/name/lawrence-rawson-

obituary?id=23287786 
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HISTORY OF 
BELLVIEW 

BAPTIST CHURCH
4750 Saufley Field Road

Prior to 1937, a Union Sunday School 
was held in the Bellview Community. On 
April 23, 1937, a small group of people met 
in the home of Mr. Lonnie Handrop for the 
purpose of organizing a Baptist Church. 
The church was organized with 12 charter 
members; Rev. W. A. Broome was elected 
moderator and Mrs. Jessie B. Ard was 
elected clerk.

A Sunday School was organized at the very beginning of the new church and two years 
later, in 1939, a Training Union was organized. In October of that year (1939) the church 
applied for membership in the Pensacola Bay Association and was accepted.

From the time of the organizational meeting the church has gone through several building 
programs. The original building, located about one mile east of the Saufley Field gate, was 
erected under the leadership of Rev. C. A. Crim. In September of 1945 this building was 
moved to the new site on which the present building is located. This land was donated by 
the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. An auditorium was added to 
the original building in 1946. Through the years this structure went through many 
modifications to meet the demands of a growing membership.

In 1951, under the leadership of Rev. Lamar Rawson, the church purchased it's first 
pastorium at 2 Parda Blvd. During the ministry of Rev. Roy Tippett, groundbreaking services 
for the present auditorium were held on October 10, 1954 and construction was begun.

During the ministry of Rev. A. R. Kingman the auditorium was nearly completed, an 
educational building containing 4 assembly rooms and 16 classrooms was constructed, and 
the pastorium was moved to 4748 Saufley Field Rd. The current pastorium is located at 
6040 Bradshaw St.

In August of 1967, the church observed it’s 30th Anniversary, in conjunction with a 
special dedication service for the new, two-story, $85,000 educational building located behind 
the main auditorium. The education building was constructed during the ministry of Rev. 
Jack Bilbo. Bro. Bilbo served as pastor for twenty-three years, retiring in January, 1988.

Rev. Norman Brown followed Bro. Bilbo as pastor, and during his ministry the old 
parsonage at 4748 Saufley Field Rd. was completely remodeled and became the "Bellview 
House"; a place of safe shelter for out-of-town families needing medical treatment in our local 
hospitals. This mission was the "dream" of Mr. & Mrs. George Brown.

In 1990, Dr. Billy Bolden became pastor and continues to serve at this time. Under his 
leadership the membership has increased, an early Sunday service added, and a large 
Christian Recreation Center has been built. Dedication of the Recreation Center was held 
in October, 1993 and Cody Caywood was called as Minister of Recreation and Education.

83

Penny
Pensacola Bay 1994

Penny


