Eev. Usher—He’s His Own Sev

THE REV. Harry Usher s
equally demanding of hh
CORETER

tion.

“As & prescher [ lack pa-
tience,” he lamented. “I may
not Want o MemovVe moun-
tains today, just next week.

“I éan not understand how
Christiana can remain in
their homes on Sunday whils
the church of God goes 1o
waste, We must recognize the
presence of God in our lives
and live up o our Christlan
responmbilities
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Rev. Usher-—He s His Own Severest Critic

about when I was attending a
revival at the Riverside Bap-
tist Church.

“Amlailonsryspeaker
challenged us to listes to God
s If He were speaking to us.

I telt that God was talking to
me, but It took me ssveral
months to reach a declslon

and dedicate my Iife to ful
time Christian service™

In 1950 he =nrmilled at Stet-

knew my weaknesies

gave me strength.”
* &® &

HE MARRIED a feliow

Riverside Baptist Chureh

member, Marjorie Vaughan,
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Profile

in 1853 and the following year
they headed for Loulsville
and the Southern Bapilsi
Theology Seminary

“l experienced three great
years at the seminary. 1 was
privileged to meel and talk
with some of the [inest
preachers, teachers and mis-
sionaries in the world.

“And I benefitted {rom my
first church. I would travel 80
miles every weekend to lead &
smsl congregation In South-
ern [ndiana. It was a reward-
ing experience,

“I was called by this church

iNorth Hialeah Baptist) | in
months befors my gradua-
tion from the seminary.

“1 did not want to sccept
the invitation. 1 felt that
Christ was correct when He
sald ‘s prophet is not without
honor, save i bis own coun-
iry.

“I was prejudiced against
coming to Miami. [ felt too
many people knew me before
I had been called by God to
preach.

"But I

felt an over-

whelming pull from God I
had my heart set on a small
church in Alabama or Geor-
gla. But I oould not deny a
pull to take over this church.

“l have never regreited my
unconditional surrender. This
is & wonderful congregation
and this is & great life.”

* &

NORTH HIALEAH Baptist
has thrived under the Rev.
Mr. Usher's leadership. Five
new hulldings have heen onm-
pleted and the congregation
has jumped from 300 to 1,050.

The Usher family also has
grown. Janell, a vivacious
eight-year-old girl and John
Mark, a Bible-toting five-
year-old boy, like living in
their father's long shadow.
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1,100 Members,

| And Still Growing|

Church, 5800 Palm Ave., is a good
example of a church which is growing along with the com-
munity. °

Started as a mission Sunday school of Riverside
on Mother's Day 1952, the church today has almost 1,100
members. =

They represeni a cross section of the fast-growing
Hialeali area and include airline personnel, business men
and women and people working in the various indusiries
of the area,

. Because of the rapid growth, the educational building

which also serves as a place of worship, is far outgrown.
At present the congregation is planning to erect a church
g building seating around 1500 people. Work on the project
| is expected to begin around the first of the year.

Four worship services are held each Sunday — ai
B:15 and 11 a.m. and 5 and 7:30 p.m. A family fellowship
hour follows the latter.

The mission was started under the direction of The
Rev. Samuel B, Jordan of Riverside Church and was con-
| stituted into a full-fledged church Aug. 5, 1936,

The Rev, Harry J. Usher, pastor, came to the church
in 1957 directly from the Southern Seminary at Louis-
ville, Ky. He is a native Miamian and grew up in River-
side Church.

Assisting as minister of education is Ramsey Pollard Jr.,
| son of Dr. Ramsey Pollard, pastor of Belleview [Baptist
{ Church of Memphis, Tenn. He joined the staff a year ago.

ﬁ\rmh Hialeah Baptist |Church
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Baptists
Elect

pastor of North Hialeah Baptist
Church, was elected moderator
of the Miami Baptist Associa-
tion at the annual meeting of

the body this week at Olympia

Baptist Church.

He succeeds Walter Stokes, a
layman of Central Baptist
Church.

Rev. is a native of
Georgia. He is a graduate of
Stetson University and the
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. He
came to North Hialeah Church
upon his graduation from the
seminary in June 1957.

In the seven years he has
served the church the member-
ship has grown from 300 to
1,050,
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Bidding farewell to his con-
gregation of eight years' stand-
lng tomnrmw will be the Rev]
Harry J. Usher, 34, energetic
3nung pmlnr of North Hialeah
Church, who will leave Monday
for East Point, Ga., where he

will become pastor of Headland

Heights Church.

He Is a nalive of South Geor-
gia but grew up in Miami, com-
ing to the Hialeah church di-
recily from the Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louis.
ville, Ky.

During his ministry the con-
gregation has grown from 600
to 1,300 and six new buildings

have been added to the church
layout.

hile here Rey het has
been active in religious activi-
ties of the citv, He has served
as moderator of the Miami Bap-
tist Association, president of
the Baptist Pastors’ Conference
and a trustee of the Baptist
Hospital. He has also served as
pastor adviser to the Baptist
Student Union at Dade Junior
College.

He will be accompanied to
Georgia by his wife, Marjorie,
a Miamian, and their two young
children,



