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Business Men’s
Evangelistic Club

Will Meet Tonight

President W, G Vpdiurrh of the 
newly organized Buainea* Men'* Evan­
gelistic Club <if Bi'aduntowu han is­
sued formal nntlcp for a meeting of 
th nt club, to be be M nt the Presby­
terian church. The n* tire follows:

“’ •Ml tin nilirrs trf C’c Rtlsinoss Men's 
Evangelistic < >il> nr, hvii-by n.i|Uest- 
i d t<» n".,T 1 n in, ,-: ing ,>f tlmi oig.mi­
ration. in the Presbyterian church 

r -.rh’ April !t, it k ,,t.bi<-- 
hW_G._l!PClIURCll 

'Tros h-nt."



A'mw Great latere*!
From a rel.gtou« standpoint i* wa* 

a great day. Urge congregation* 
were <-n hand, and much intcivrt wa> 
manifot* I M the Mithodi.l church 
eleven per-on* made piufc.lun* of 
faith; at the Ba | tut evening »er- 
rice «eveeal affiliated with the 
church by letter, one by profc*«ion I 
of faith, and other* coming under 
watch care until ’.etter* have been 
obtained. \t the IV. -Iiytei ian church 
•eerie**, beginning with the prayer 
meeting during the morning, the in l 
torett displayed was interne. many 
•ignfying their derir* to be remem­
bered in prayer. The speaker* 
brought interesting and wonderful, 
messages, presenting thr case of the, 
church militant, and ■bowing tl* 
great work being done throughout; 
the country in budd.ng up the 
churches in every way through the! 
effort* of the laymm member*.

.reaching the •‘waste place*" a. 
were. Experience* wore recited 
touching on the benefit of personal 
work of men who have been "made 
over- fr.en ju«t churchgoer* into 
active. camrrt worker, for the 
cause of Christ Special mu-ic featar- 
ed at all the service* by the n*rtor*. 
who were assisted in thl* ay the 
chon- of th*- several chunrex

The R:4S a m. prayermvetmg at 
the Presbyterian church was well at­
tended, and wa» in charge of T G. 
Bradley In the evening W. W. 
Fir.eren and I- H. Bingham eon- 

: darted the servieen. At the Metho- 
{dist church the services were in 
chair- of T. G. Bradley and Ralph 
K Roberto; while in the morning at 

Cellar. Frank E Wood. E E. Ham- 
mell; evening. T. G Bradley .rd E.

W. IT(ill R( II IS MADE 
PRESIDENT

I* Revolt of Work Here of Billy 
Sunday Club Member* From 

JaduMvKIe

the purpoM* of creating great* 
■rr.t m church endeavor— the 
ueg <>f m<n who /re members 
•evetal of the 

nt« actne and militant church- 
r» along Interdewominatioeal 
' a aerie* of meeting* were con-

>tie«*

I

ducted Sunday morning, afternoon 
| and night in Bradeutowu’s homes of 
wuivhip The* meeting* were duvet.

■ I) ia charge of a c<mmitter of la, • 
Inca, bu.ue.*me&. of Jachaonvilk.
who form the extension committee 
of thr lllDjr Sunday Club of that 
city, and culminated in the organis­
ing of a Btmnraa Man's Kvangdte* 
tie Club, having for Ito object. *To 
lead m« n to a taring knowledge of 
Our Lord Jesus Chnrt "

The visiting churchmen were in 
charge of T G Bradley, chairman, 
a traveling salesman. Other member* 
■re W W Fineren. attache of the 
f. 8. engineer office; E. E. Ilammcll, 
contractor and builder; L II. Bing- 

. ham. railroad man; Ralph K Robert*, 
attorney. J. C- Durrance. attorney; 
C G Sellar, railroad man; Erank E- 
Weed, wholesale drygood* merchant. 

I Those men appeared in the different 
churche* during the day. carrying 
out the program, arrange! by the j |hr jupti.t church appeared C 

{chairman of the «>-mmitter.
Aroote Great latere*'

Penny
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*■ VII LI r,, Fiurin i, v»„vm4 ......
m- li; lUi-r.irur, T. * 1 Bradley anil E. 
E Hainwnd, while t1"' afternoon 
nr i' ■ .11 vlnrh linn 1 ■ Il i ■ 'h

E. 1! K.... I. W I-- Kimball, C. E
St it. R. 11. Johnson, W .X. Hayes, 
J, I., Lwd, l. E. lamp, S. A. IScan, 
R, 11. Young, W, A. Shankweiter, M.
I) Hickok, J, B, Harris, L, F. Vaught, 
J. A. Botta, W, C. Maxwell.

A (ihtaiive cunstilutiun and by. 
Ihua ueh- presented and read, and 
this matter <W laid over until Mon­
day night, when the first meeting 
Will tie held al the Presbyterian 
church ut fi o'clock and the orgnni- 
Kaxion put on ;■ permanent hasis.

The visiting churchmen expressed 
tkeiii'i-lvcs a« being more than 
pleased with the activity along 
church lines rli-playi'd by the Bra- 
de’ town people, ah 1 while in the city 
th<-y were the recipients of much at- 

fiiu'ca-ting a brilliant future for 11?- 
m-.v organization, which they fi v'.. „ 
a> do the pastors of the various p 
chundi's, that the result will mean 
m -di fi. the futur, wi-lf.ii'i of th- | 
n gi<us bodies of this <-ummunit5. n

Mi'if- 1'. nni'1'1 i-tii 1 I ■'■ii tun- 
i-i 1 in '.'-ih'sjI in<et:-y m th, 
Uapti -i ■ ■ ■ ’ i ll, all nr mi ■ i il I hi- 
> ilt'ti i" i mniil 1< <■ ■ " ■;•••!

i| -aeh 1' "k nil nrtiv.. juirt,

* 
*

Upchurch i* f’rr'.Utnl
l'i •r.-.jli? Ii Hu; uni -i.-' ■■■-

■ 1 h" ■ I. ................
v.;;s n hiinp' f Ralph K Hobeil*.
□ till T. El Bradley leadi-r. thr mb- 
(> ■ t . <if thi- cumftaiyn u',-1" i-xplain- 
i \ - .-in i .irary m. ■ cat ri v.■
: ri ■ : h 'A E. i • . -
ir.iiirman and W Jr. tiiiffin, ■<trc- 
t«ry A Luge tiumhi of the men 
1 ■ i I ir' ifi i " i" r ■' ii.im *- to 
l.<■■■'i , ;r members unit when the rtdi. 
v . uiniplell'd it ■■*!>- found that ah

I mti'l half n hUridti-d hid right'd ijteir 
I i nine E > tin- of pi -rnuinent of 
! f-ri'rj was thi’i taJL-i for with the 
i* following ii'-ll: I1. •. .-idem. ttf C 
t ' iH '.iir. h traveling man, Baptist; 
> i i pn -ii|i nt 1>- inn<1 I Vh.nt'i i,
i> i«nl i -tuli- dialer. Meth dist; cor­

respond :n|? si-e ret ary. ' E S ri i
- r.j ■ ,1 ina! , I‘| 'I..,:, i i
■ i-i’ y tn . ■ i r, V I* i ■ ff a. I". '

iri-ter, Pr--bytrr *>i The i-art-r 
’ rr.eh:’,e - i i lllf- -I- III fnlll,'.'. ink’ 11? :i
- from lb( variuii elmiThe- »rf the
.1 ' 1' v z Ty 1 ■. Il 1 . Tojli ■, M
1 1 ' 111 h, 11 f! Tb ■, I H. Ji.hi

1’ -1 M. . 1 ■ M'.ii’x, J 1 .-'•ui. , V.
11 I' tall-.ip .1 M 1- ■ kb?', 1. I„

Ilin,, T I ■i-.iri< y, I ;■ -i 1;
J h W ?' 1, II. II W .A- moil, Iva ■
E- I'.ul r. S. J. Jildi .1 1 1 . i'.
W, B if
V. ■ ' ■ 1 li

in EJ ' '
1 '

|i. Il -
' L X ' V 1 11

ji 

t< 
b
li
Si 

a
A 
t;

irt'i'.n, They were ununinbHiK in



BUSINESSMEN SHOW
THE WAY JO CHRIST

IMPRESSIVE SERVICES AT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Upchurch Tells About Organiza­
tion. and Vaught Makes 

A Strong Appeal

Judging from the large and ap­
preciative audience at the Presby­
terian church Tuesday night, much 
interest is manifested in the com­
munity aa regards the Bradcntown 
Businessmen's Evangelistic Club, 
which organization held its first pub. 
lie meeting as an entire body. The 
fact that almost half a hundred well 
known businessmen of the city have 
banded themselves together to carry 
on militant Christian activities 
along interdenominational lines was 
a revelation to many, who so ex­
pressed themselves after this splen­
did meeting. The service was In 
charge of President W. G. Upchurch, 
while the principal speaker of the 
evening was Vice-President L. F. 
Vaught; S. M. Foster having charge 
of the musical features, while R. H. 
Young officiated at the piano.

The regular weekly luncheon of 
the organization was held at the 
First Baptist church, prepared by 
Mrs. Sale, and served by ladies from 
the Presbyterian Church—Mrs. 
Everett Street. Mrs. Ralph Kellar. 
Misses Grace Notestein and Mildred 
Pierpont. Following the lunch and 
business meeting the members 
marched to the Presbyterian church 
in a body, where services were 
promptly begun at 8 o’clock.

Son< Service to Start
There was a song service in which 

the large audience entered with much 
spirit, after which E. B. Rood, chair­
man of the club’s extension commit­
tee offered a most fervent prayer. 
This was followed by the reading of 
the Scripture lesson by J. Herbert 
Johnson, chairman of the program 
committee. "Throw Out The Life 
Line." the club’s official song, was 
giver in chorus by the member*, 
after which President Upchurch 
•poke for several minutes, outlining 
the aims and object* of the organ­
ization. and reciting *ome of its 
accomplishments since its formation 
four months ago.

Mr. Upchurch pointed out the fact 
that the club was strictly interdeno­
minational; that the only requisites 
for membership were to be a 
Christian identified with some Pro­
testant church; that members must 
accept and carry out assignments 
given from time to time to the best 
of their ability, and that the sole 
object of the organization was to 
“bring men to a saving knowledge of



‘•bring men to a saving knowledge of < 
Jesus Christ.” Giving some of the * 
work done, the speaker pointed to the 
fact” that the Christian businessmen 
of Bradentown had within the past 
four months conducted seventy-five 
religious services in isolated places, 
and filling pulpits where pastors 
were on vacation. Touching on the 
principal feature of the club's work— 
that of personal actvities—he said 
that several hundred •'personal con­
versations" had been held with per­
sons not actively engaged in the 
Lord's sen-ice. Before closing Mr 
Upchurch briefly reviewed the lay­
men’s movement throughout the 
country within the past few years, 
which was a revelation to those 
present.

At the close of the president's 
talk the dub's quartet composed of 
W. U. Lathrop. T. L. Shirley. S. M. 
Foster and L. F. Vaught sang 
“Jesus Saves.”

Vaught Principal Speaker
The principal speaker of the even­

ing was Vice-President L. F. Vaught, 
who was assigned by the committee 
for this important task. He pointed t 
out that he could and would not < 
escape an assignment, and therefore 
his audience would be the "sufferers,• 
but the masterly manner in which 
Mr. Vaught handled his subject wa« I 
a surprise to even his closest friends, 
who have heard him upon several 
occasions. He took for his subject, 
"Render Unto Ceasar That Which Is 
Ceasar's and Unto God That Which 
Belongs to God.” For twenty minutes ’ 
he had the at attention of those

Belongs to God.” For twenty minutes 
he had the closest attention of those 
present, and gave a clean-cut and 
convincing argument why people 
should be willing to serve the Master. 
Stressing the need of more Christ­
ianity in the present daj, Mr. Vaught 
pointed to the work of the evange­
listic club in Bradentown. and in all 
sections of the country* snd plainlnty 
showed that a new day is dawning in 
religious woik. lb closed his ex­
cellent talk with an appeal for 
militant Christian activity, at which 
time twelve persons raised their 
hands asking the club to remember 
loved ones in their prayers.

The closing song, "Softly and 
Tenderly,” was rendered by the



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

congregation, ufter which Member 
Foster offered the closing prayer.

This was the first of a series of 
meetings of this to be conducted by 
the club, the next to be given within 
a few weeks at ^ome other church in 
Bradentown,

Officers of the club are: W. G. 
Upchurch, president; L. F. Vaught, 
vice-president; C. E. Street, record­
ing secretary; secretary-treasurer, 
W. D. Griffin, Executive committee 
—A. F, Wyman. 0. L. Stuart, J. H. 
Johnson, Max P. MoritE, Irvin F. 
Parker, 11. IL Wakeman, E. FL Rood. 
The membership is composed of S. 
A. Bean, W. V. Curry, J, L. Dowd, 
Glen C. Finger, S. M. Foster, W. D. 
Griffin, J, B. Harris, Harold H. 
Hastings, M. D. Hickok, L^ L. Hine,
J, H. Humphries, J. H. Johnson, R
K. Johnson, W. L. Kimball, C. W. 
Jennings, S. J. Judd, W. U. Lathrop, 
C. E. Long, Max P. Moritz, Irvin 
Parker, J. J. Nunnally, G. F. Reaves, 
George Riggin, E. B. Rood, W. A. 
Shankweiler, T. L. Shirley, C. E. 
Street, 0. L. Stuart, R. E. Taylor, 
A. Z. Tyler, W. G. Unchurch^ B. W. 
Vaughan, Ross H. Wakeman, A. F. 
W.vman and R, H. Young.
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MW !«'«■ f
U G. 1 Pt til li( II

\i the 1927 Mate convention of 
Florida RoptisU near*. n clone to-1 
dny» credit for the excellent hand- 
linE «)l the met Ling h bt pr Riven 
W i.. 1 i.dnir< h. fhriirmm nf lhe 
local rummittec on arrangement' 
and one of the outstanding lay 
member* of the denomination in 
Florida.
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Gulf Grocery Co.
Is Purchased By

W. G. Upchurch

The Gulf Grocery Company, a 
wholesale house established here 
three years ago by B. W. Williams, 
has been sold by Mr. Williams to 
W. G. Unchurch, who has for years 
been in the wholesale grocery busi­
ness here and at Jacksonville.

Mr. Upchurch has taken the busi- 
nes over, Mr. Willi™ retiring from 
it. and will < -• t’ lbe it under the 
same designation for the present at 
least.

Mr. Williams states that for the 
time being he will devote his time 
to his grove property near the ■ 
city, but later on it is probable he 
will get back into business ha.-nes* 
in some other line.

SEASON

PAGE THREE
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Thr evangelistic committee of thr

S. uthrest Florida Baptist Associa-1 
lion comprising the churches of Man­
step ami Sarasota counties, hnd n 
busy time Sunday conducting services 
at varioti' plui'i ". In the morning 
at 11 o'clock sort ires were conducted 
a the Terra Ce.a liurrh, which is 
l>ast’-lv»s. by W V; 1 nA and .1. 
J. Nunnally. At Gillette the evening 
service was conducted by Hon. W
T. Harrison ami J. llerk'rt Johnson.

The evangelistic committee, which 
is composed of W G I'|shnreh chair­
man: Judge W T liurrison. J. II. 
Johnson. II. I'. Groff 
Roberts, will see to it 
future services are held 
churches in this section
n week, and also to mirh out into the 
neglected places where there nre com­
munities without religious service.

Mrs. J. A. launb, of Piilmcttn, 
chairman of the woman’s work of the 
association, has called a meeting of 
tin- women <*f the Baptist churches 
of Manatee and Sarasota counties, to 
be held at .. ................  Tues.lay, which
will k an all-day affair. At this 

(time the Woman's Missionary I'nion 
of the Southwest Florida Baptist As­
sociation will be organized and offi­
cers eletccd The Manatee women 
will serve a luncheon at the noon 

I hour.

.‘i nd R. G. 
that iri the 

in all Baptist 
nt l.sist once

J
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Dr. Bennett Of
Tampa Again To

Head Baptists
W. G. Upchurch, Formerly 

Of This City Is Dean 
Of Laymen

TAMPA. July IB.-(API— Dr. 
A. M. Bennett, pastor of the Palm. 
Avenue Baptist church, wm re* 
elected president of the Florida 
Bapb't assembly which closed at 
De Lend Ibursdiy night.

Other officers elected were Dr. 
II. Anderson, Winter Haven, 

nee nresideni for Sunday schools; 
.Mrs. 'd. C. Norman, Pniutka. vice 
i for woman’s missionary
tinsons; the Rev, Georg* Moore, 
Fart l*iei e, vice president for 
H V. P. U.: Frank Fams. Kath­
leen, vice president for brotiicr- 
hoi«l; WlUird K. Weeks, St. Pet­
ersburg, registrar-treasurer; Mis* 
Catherine Waiters, DeLand, assis­
tant registrar-treasurer.

Mi** Lula Laughinghouse. Jack- 
nville, recording secretary: Dr. 

\\ A Will tan. Jacksonville, di­
rt ■ ;<>r-in-chie(; 0. K. Radford, 
A inter Haven, assistant dirxtor- 
n-chief; the Rev. J. Alvin Inman, 
Lake Alfred, assistant tn Mr. 
Bradford; Mrs. H. C. Peeiman, 
ac ksonville. dean of the woman’a 

.r^sionarv union.
Mix I nurvF, Smilh Jarksnn ailia
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Albs Lula Laughinghouse. Jack- 
wnville, recording secretary; Dr. 
Vi W Willian, Jacksonville, di­
ru ior-in-chief; 0. K. Radford, 
A inter Haven, assistant director- 
chit; the Rev. J. Alvin Inman, 
Lake Alfred, assistant to Mr, 
Bradford; Mrs, H. C. Peeiman, 
.icksunville. dean of the woman's 

missionary anion,
Mis- Louisa Smith. Jackson.die 

i-ciuiiint. to deitn; Dr. W. W Wil- 
.ar, Jacksonville. dead on Sunday 
,i-haot; U. K. Radford, Winter 
Haven, dean of B. Y. P. U.; W G.

i - hurch, Jackson Ville, dean of 
ai urn; the Rev. John Hall Jones, 

■ ,aine-.viile, dean of B. S. U.: Dr.
A. Hobson, St Petersburg, 

-cun of pn miners' schnoi; the Rev. 
L. B. Gim, DeLand. assembly 
pastor; the Rev, J. C. Sims, Miami 
uiammisn of entertainment.

Thi Lol lowing dim tors were 
ted: the Rev. C. E. Saunders, 

Jacksonville, Dr. J. Dean Adcock, 
orlando; Mrs. Everett Robinson, 
Gainesville: the Re>‘. B. D. Law, 
New Smyrna; Dr. J, Harrison 

t n, U nter Haven, ano the 
Rev. C. M. Crosswy, Lakeland.

The assembly was attended by 
550 persons and closed with a con* 
ccration sendee Thursday night 

.it which 130 young people dedi- 
i rated their lives to Christian serv­

ice.
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DEACONS TO
BE ORDAINED

At the midweek service at rhe First 
Baptist church this evening at fi. five 
ni’w diacoi.s will he set apart by 
' lenm ordination. Those to In or- 

Jtrii'd arc I Ii. Johnson. J, C. Hull, 
M G. Ji1. R G Roberts and
It if Taylor.

The Presbytery will consist of the 
in-or, E, II Jennings, Rev. M. M. 
Benson, of Pulmntto, Rev. W. C. 
Sparkman, of .Manatee, live, J. S. 
Norris, the deacons of the local church 
and any other visiting ministers and 
deacons.

This is a service of unusual in­
terest, anil it is hoped that their will 
be a large attendance.
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----------------- 1 RELIGIOUS POST 
ACCEPTED BY 

UPCHURCH

Bradenton Man Will 
Aid Baptists In 
State Activity

’ r ' f rtrmr head of 
wholesale Grocery 

f H' i lenten, has accept­
ed .i i with the Baptist
nt ■■ *rd of missions as a work-

- • . ..'men ..f the state.
■ 'i has hr-cn active in

Chr -tr-n work for some years. 
Di;t .: his re- <l»nce in Bradenton

I he -.vsi an active worker in the 
Fir-.' Bn ‘ church and the 
S uh’.' ' Ker.du ciatlon.

At th'' Lrd s’iite Baptist convert- 
tiun which mot here in December, 

, the .'-tale ord wus authorized to 
secure s- eailv as p■ ->ible a lay* 
mm t i. i ue br^therhooda in 
all * ■ "■ irrhes of th state and
primi'i <■  ......... ..pro­
gram. The h ird worked for sev* 
oral tn tl > king a man for thia

' porifion, .
Mr. l’i I gave up his busi­

ness h ro nnd m vfd to Jackson- 
, villc a t"A w,-< k-i ngm Upon learn­

ing f lit change, the hoard sought 
i him for theii new program. A 

tele urn in re reived here by friends 
. told of his acceptance of the posi­

tion.
Mr. l‘p hurrh will travel through 

ti i' ■ Hire st iii- v.ith Dr. M. 
Riittnm, working amftng the lay- 
ti ■ i ■■■ the liurcher, making *d- 
d ■ ■<? on the "'■tTiinntional pro- 

Jgrnm ami organizing brotherhoods.
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MR. UPCHURCH TO ATt£Nt> 
BIG BAPTIST MEETING

W. (L_ Upchurch, president of the 
Upchurch Wholesale Grocery Com­
pany, left Tuesday for Tate Sprint* 
and Ridge Crest, N. C. At the latter 
point he will attend the Baptist con­
vention as president of the Brother­
hood of the Southwest Florida Bap­
tist Association.
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Mrs. Upchurch
Passes Away

1

Word reached the city today cf 
.? death in Jacksonville at flrllit 

■■' -k last evening of Mrs. M * i
r—Luthuich. aired fW. mother ■ f 
.< ( U,-church. wholes*!* pro. 
- f l,-:‘ city. Mr. Upc?

r m.»j at his mother’s bedside when 
-he rvd away, he having gone 

t to ? i ^ nviUa Monday. Her 
i death • ;rred at the home of .t | 

Mr*. Harry Rolconib. 
b Mr I churth had been ill foT 
: M b oral i nth*. She ia survived
■ r.y t'.-'i’ -iughters, Mr*. Frank
i H-.-y. Melbourne; Mrs, S. D

h.rri', Mrs. J, J. Upchurch and 
Mr*. Hany Holcomb of Jack- 

-i'llle, and three sons, It G
■ ' ,. :r-1 . Bradenton; Hr. Ihn ■ '
■ ' ■ rh Mew York, and Delm-i

ch. Jacksonville .
T'- Mineral eervlces were het: 

r ’clock this aftern-.>>n
Jb. v'i ivitle. The body will b ' 

■ped tonight tn Raleigh, M, C
■ w ere interment will take pl a.-

TT' W.
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BAPTISTS ELECT
DR. W. A. HOBSON

Dr. A. M. Bennett, of Tampa, 
Is Vice Moderator.

Dr. W. A- Hobson, of BL Peters- 
burg, vice moderator of the Tam­
pa Bay association last year, wan 
elected moderator at the open!nt 
meeting yesterday at the Palm Ave­
nue Baptist church. Other officers 
elected were Dr. A. M. Bennett, of 
Tampa, vice moderaior: 1 lie Rrv. 
Ramsey pollard, of Tampa, clerk. 
C. C. Burns, of THiupa, was re­
elected treasurer.

Three hundred and thirty-five 
[delegatee representing approxi­

mately 35 churches In Clearwater. 
Dunedin, St. Petersburg, Tarpon 
Springs, Valrico. Largo, Safety 
Harbor, Otona, Port Tampa and 
Tampa attended the opening a«- 
gtaiL.

The Rev. J. L. Plainfield opened 
the meeting with a devotional serv­
ice. with Dr. Bennett giving the 
address of .welcome, Dr. George 
H. Crutcher, of St, Petersburg, re­
sponded. The afternoon devotional 
services were led by Rev, W. L. 
Head. The Rev. M. G, Perry 
preached at the evening service at 
which reports of the B. T. P, U., 
Sunday school and Baptist broth­
erhood organ Ira t ion were cl I sc owed. 
The report of th® Baptist brother­
hood was given by VV. G. Unchurch, 
layman's leader of Baptist churches 
in Florida

Today’s sessions opened at 9:30 
o’clock. Reports from the finance 
committee, treasurer, digest letters, 
adoption of Bssoclational financial 
objective, reports on nominations, 
committees on resolutions and spe­
cial committees will occupy the 
greater part of the afternoon see- 
aton.

The meeting will be closed with 
the announcement of standing com­
mittees.
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LEGACY, as the monthly newsletter of the Florida Baptist Historical Society, has 
as its mission to highlight the legacy forged by the people and events in Florida 
Baptist history.  During 2022, the LEGACY’s monthly issues will feature Florida 
Baptists’ missions’ commitment as reflected in the people and events that inspired 
their fellow Baptists in the fulfilment of the Great Commission of Jesus Christ to 
faithfully, “go and make disciples of all nations.” 
 
 

Florida Transitions to Urban from Rural 
During the two decades from 1920 to 1939, Florida experienced a period of growth and dynamic 
change.  Most notably the population doubled (to 1,897,414 from 968,470), there was an 
expansion of industry, and the growth in public and private wealth that came with the 
development and expansion of Florida cities, particularly along the Atlantic coast.  
 

In 1920, there were 751 Florida Baptist churches with a total of 65,094 
members.  By 1939, the number of churches increased to 817 with a 
combined membership of 155,965. These statistics reflected that total 
church membership had increased at a far greater rate than the seven 
percent growth in the number of churches.  The phenomenal growth in 
membership experienced by some city churches was due in part to the 
large population shift from rural areas to the cities.  The in-state 
migration presented new challenges for both city and rural churches.  
For city congregations it was the evangelistic challenge and ministry 
opportunities created by the swelling numbers of new residents.  “The 
growth of our cities constitutes one of our most difficult problems,” 
Secretary-Treasurer Charles M. Brittain (b. 1873; d. 1943) 
reported to the 1941 annual State Convention meeting.  But for too 
many rural churches, many without pastors, the issue was one of 
survival. 

 
This population shift marked the beginning of the transition from a predominantly rural state to 
a predominantly urban state.  It also was a period bracketed by the end of World War I, 
economic growth and then the havoc brought on by the Great Depression, that culminated in 
the growing military conflict in Europe that was the precursor to World War II.  Noting the lack 
of financial resources to undertake Convention-sponsored evangelistic efforts, Brittain declared 
that local churches needed to be more missions-conscious.  He encouraged local churches to 
proclaim the gospel by organizing “mission schools” and “establishing preaching stations” in the 
newly developing city neighborhoods.  In the context of Florida’s growth in mission 
opportunities, the organized mission efforts of women and men took on new impetus. 
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Efficiency Movement Influenced Missions Commitment 
As noted in the February LEGACY, Florida W.M.U. corresponding secretary 
and treasurer for 18 years, Miss Jennie Spalding resigned in 1911.  She was 
succeeded by Mrs. H. C. Peelman (b. 1866; d. 1943), who led the 
organization for the next 25 years.  During the first two decades of the 
twentieth century there was a growing emphasis upon the Efficiency 
Movement – an effort that sought to bring accountability, organization and 
centralization within Southern Baptist program organizations.  Each 
organization was to establish standards and strive to meet them.  In her 1913 
presidential address to the Florida W. M. U., Mrs. N.C. Wamboldt focused on 
the need for greater efficiency in missionary education.  In the same year, Mrs. 
Peelman called for leadership development, better ways of conducting 
meetings, and the use of the prayer calendar and other promotional aids to 
increase missions’ activities.   
 

As a result of the efficiency emphasis, local W. M. U. groups developed written constitutions, 
regularly elected officers, and undertook an increased effort to form associational WMU 
organizations.  There also developed a consensus for the need of a statewide worker to develop and 
promote mission programs that would attract younger Baptist women.  Between 1924 and 1929, Mrs. 
Willie Lee Harrell was employed as the young people’s leader to work with young women, girls and 
boys.  She was later replaced by Louise Smith a native of Kentucky. 
   
During the Peelman years (1911 – 1936) the statewide W.M.U. organization grew significantly to 1,574 
age-group units in 1936 from 211 women’s missionary societies and auxiliaries in 1911.  By 1936, the 
total membership reached 23,300 women, girls and boys.  Annual contributions – not including the 
special needs offerings taken from time to time – for state, home and foreign missions increased to 
$89,018 in 1936 from $5,465.  In 1936, after 25 years of unrelentingly committed service, Mrs. H. C. 
Peelman was requested to retire from service.  The bittersweet recommendation – apparently 
tempered by the reality of Mrs. Peelman’s 70 years of age and the need for new leadership – the  
W.M. U. Executive Committee cited the need based upon “the work’s sake and out of hearts of 
gratitude.”  
 

Louise Smith Tapped to Lead W.M.U. 
In 1936 the W.M.U. Executive Committee recommended that the State Board 
of Missions elect Louise Smith (b. 1901; d. 1996) as the new W.M.U. 
department secretary (director).  Smith had demonstrated, under the 
tutelage of Mrs. Peelman, to be a strong advocate not only for the young 
people’s program emphasis, but for the entire W.M.U. ministry.  With much 
of her time being spent on the road traveling across the state, Smith 
stimulated the growth in the number of young woman’s auxiliaries (Y.W.A.) 
in churches, on college campuses, hospitals and nursing schools.  
 
In her new leadership role, Smith achieved several accomplishments: 
initiated race relations mission activities between Anglo and African-
American children and women; developed mission activities among Florida’s 
Seminole Indians; started state Royal Ambassador camps for boys; and led 
Florida W.M.U. to raise over $35,000 to pay off SBC agency debts.  
Beginning in 1939 Miss Smith started what became a successful multi-year 
effort to collect funds to build a Baptist church in Mendoza, Argentina, in 
memory of native Floridian and first SBC-appointed foreign missionary Dr. Frank Fowler. 
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The Layman’s Movement Becomes Brotherhood 

By the 1920s the Florida Layman’s Missionary Movement still had no central organization.  
However, that did not prevent the movement to continue to raise funds to erase debts of the Home 
and Foreign Mission boards.  The movement decried what they collectively viewed as the 
unbusinesslike method of financial support for missions responding to annual ad hoc appeals for 
funds.  Instead, Florida’s loosely connected regional laymen groups, advocated a weekly offering 
rather than a yearly pledge to provide a stable funding foundation for mission activities.  Not only 
was the weekly plan – and the use of duplex envelopes – more efficient, they said; it was also “the 
scriptural method.”  
 
The Laymen’s Movement entered a new era of emphasis and organization between 1926 – 1939.  
At the national level, the Southern Baptist Convention in 1926 re-named the movement as The 
Baptist Brotherhood of the South.  Hugh Latimer, who later led the Florida Brotherhood, argued 
that, “men would be more easily interested and enlisted if the scope of the movement was 
broadened to include the entire denominational program rather than having it restricted to” 
missions’ promotion.  He further stressed that by the use of the word “brotherhood” would 
embrace both pastors and laymen.  Latimer went on to observe that, “no pastor can hope to realize 
the maximum possibility of his ministry aside from the cooperation of his laymen.” 
 

Florida Laymen Leadership Emerges 
In August 15, 1928, W.G. Upchurch (b. 1878; d. 1950) was elected by the 
State Board of Missions as Florida’s Brotherhood director.  During his tenure 
Upchurch continued by example and encouragement to lead laymen to 
become involved in evangelism.  Prior to selling his wholesale grocery 
enterprise, Upchurch had been actively organizing and promoting evangelism 
through newly organized laymen soul-winning groups, while a member of 
Jacksonville’s Main Street Baptist Church.  Later, as a deacon of First Baptist 
Church, Bradenton, he was an active soul-winner and strong proponent of the 
layman’s movement.  Those “hands-on” experiences were sufficient 
credentials to lead the statewide Brotherhood effort.  However, with the onset 
of the Depression and the reduction in Cooperative Program income by 1931, 
caused the State Board of Missions to suspend the work of both the 
Brotherhood and Student programs.  

 
After a five years hiatus, and an improved economy, the State Board in 1936 
was able to fund the restart of the Brotherhood program.  Hugh F. 
Latimer (b. 1879; d. 1962), was selected to lead the statewide emphasis.  
Previously, Latimer had been serving as the Florida representative for the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board promoting retirement services for pastors.  
In his first year leading the Brotherhood, he was able to organize 26 new 
Brotherhood units in as many churches.  During his leadership Florida’s 
church Brotherhoods increased in numbers by 50 percent while 
associational Brotherhoods increased 40 percent.  His leadership was so 
effective that in 1939 the SBC Brotherhood of the South employed Latimer 
as associate director.  
 
 
 

 
This series on Florida Baptists’ Missions’ Commitment 

continues next month 
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