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MONDAY, APRIL 9, 1923

?Bl;siness Men’;: ; 7
:r Evangelistic Club
Will Meet Tonight

President W, G Upchurch of the|
newly organized Business Men's Evan-
gelistic Club of Bradentown has is-
sued formal notice for a meeting of
that club, to be held at the Preshy-
terian chureh. The notice follows:

*All members of the Businese Men's
Evangelistic Club are hereby request- |
o to a1end a meeting of thal ergani.
zation, in the Preshyterian church!
Monday night, April 9, at 8 o'clock.

WG UPCHITRCH,
“President.” |

|
!
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CHURCHMEN ORGANIZE
CHURCHWORKERS'

S o

Is Resuli of Work Here of
sﬂrmmrnn:’

For the purpiie af crealing groat-
et iyt in chah sadeaver—ike
arpanioey of men whe dve membeis
of the wrvetnl cusgrepnlions of 1he
city =ty acinw an milllant charch
workres aleng
|'|!1|ir-—!-.1 setics of mertings were qos-
ducted Fumday morniig, sfwinien
wtidd night in Bradentown’s howses of

pf the Willy Sunday Club of that
rity, nod culminated in the organi:-
ing of & Business Man's Evangelis-
tie Club, having for s sbjert, “Te

it rrileman il e sl |

Arsise Great lalerest i
Frim a ieligious standpaint i “ll
A greml day. Large  cungTegalions
wyre on hand, and much (nterest “.l-
manifested At the Methodisl chwreh |
eleven persens misde profesbons of
faizh; wt the  Baptist evening ser-
vite soveval alfiliated with the
charch by letter, voe by profession
of faith, ssd sthers coming under
watch eare until letters have been
litalaedd, A1 the Preshyterian church
servives, Megiening with the prayer!
meetivg during the morning. the i |
trreet divplayed was imteow, maby |
signlying thwir devire s be n-u-u.’
berwill in prayes. The eaken
brought  Interesting and  wesderfal
mesagrs, presenting the cose of the
church militant, sed showing ihe
great work lwing done  througbout
the country in  building up the
churrhes in every way through the
efforts  wf the laymen  membery,
Jredcking ihs “waste plares™ a8 it
were, Expstisnces  wury  reciled
touching an the beeefit of persanal
work of mwen who hive been “made
"wwwt™ from just  chorchguers  into

|ed at all the pervices by the visiten,
wha were amisted in this  »y e
| chairs of the weveral churchea,

The A:dl & m prayermecting st

Cedinr, Frank £ Wosd, E. E. Hla
';E"Hi evening, T. G Bradley

- -
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VIR, Frann i
mell; evening, T. G| Bradley and E.
E. Hammel, while the afternoon
meeting, at which time the Buasiness
Men's Evangelistic Club was organ-
ized in a general mecting  at the
Baptizt. church, all members of the
extenson commiltee wore om hand
oml each ook mn active part.
{@E;ﬁh is Presfcent
Following n seng and praise ser-
| viee wt the Baptist church, which
was in charge of Rilph K. Roberts,
and T. G Bradley e Jewder, the ob-

T P

| jeets of the campaign were explain-

il
formed,

A temporary ummazutmn was

with Wl E. [Tpchucell as

Jchairmen and (W] D, Geiffin, secre-

tary. A lorge mumber of the men
present signified their willingness to

L bwenme members, and when the roll
was completed it was found that al-

most half a hundred had signed their
names, Election of permancnt of-
ficers was then called for with the
following result: DPresident, (W@,
(Upchureh) traveling man, Baptist:
viee-president Leonnrd  F. Vaoght,
res] estate dealer, Methodist; cor-
responding seeretary, C. E. Street,
buginessman, Preshylerian; secres

tary-treasurer, W, D Griffin, post-|
' master, Preshyteriun.

The crarter
members compose the following mea
various chorehes  of the
A. L Tyler, R. E, Taylor, M.
Ciough, T K Rusf, J. H. dihn

Max P Maoritz, J, & :w’nnﬂ,.}y
11, Lathrip, J. M. Knveshaw, L. |
Hine, T. L. Sirke Gieoree e
I, F. Wenver, . H. W , Iy
F_Parkes, 5. 20 Judi

W, I Gieiffn, B 82 1

¥

L L R L ) 'i

Al

n;
e[S
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tie
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4
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| themselves as  being more

Street, R. B. Johnson, W N, Hayu.
J, L. Dowd, C. E. Long, S. A. Bean,’

J. A Betts, W, C. Maxwell,

A tentative constitution and by-
laws were presented and read, and
this matter was laid over until Mon-
day night, when the first meeting
will be held at  the Presbyteriun

, church at B o'clock and the organi-

zation put on @ permancat basis.
The visiting churchmen expressed
than
pleased with the activity along
church lines displayed by the Bra-
dentown people, and while in the city

 they were the recipients of much at-

tention, They were unanimous  in

new organization, which they fecl,
a¢ do the pastors of the varlous

mueh for the future wlfm of the
religioug bodies of this community.

E. B. Rood, W L. Kimball, C, a'x

1
|

oI-

R. H. Young, W. A, Shankweiler, M. g
1. Hickok, J. B Harris, L. F. \’mght

m
e

|

forecasting a hrilliant future for the

|

.y thurches, that the result will mean |,

| E
| F



The regular weekly luncheon of
the organization was held at the

| First Baptist church, prepared by
H.NNEM w Mre. Sale, and served by ladies from
the Presbyterian Church—Mrs.

Everett Street, Mrs. Ralph Kellar,
]'HE w“ 'm m Misses Grace Notestein and Mildred
 Pierpont, Following the lunch and

!b‘lﬂlnﬂi meeting the members

marched to the Presbyterian church
IMPRESSIVE SERVICES AT| body, where services were

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | ;0 0o " s ovclock,
| Seng Service te Start

|'pchurch Tells About *  There was a song service in which
tion, and Vaught the large audience entered with much
A Strong Appeal spirit, after which E. B. Rood, chair-

man of the ¢lub’s extension commit-
tee offered a most fervent prayer.

Judging from the large and ap- This was followed by the reading of
preciative audience at the Presby- the Seripture lesson by J. Herbert

terian church Tuesday night, much Jobnson, chairman of the program

committee. “Throw Out The Life
interest is manifested In the com- L C L L eticial song, was

munity as regards the Bradentown given in choras by the members,
Businessmen's Evangelistic  Club, | after  which President Upchurch
which organization held its first pub. (pone for several minuter, outlining
lic moeting as an entire body. The the sims and objects of the organ-
fact that almost half a hundred well j2ation, and reciting some of its
known businessmen of the city have ... mplishments since its formation
banded mﬂ:l"ﬂ W::um four months ago.

on militant Christian Mr. Upchureh pointed out the fact
along interdenominational lines was that the ¢lub wnf strictly interdeno-
a revelation to many, who so ex- minational; that the only requisites
pressed themselves after this wplen- ¢ " o boohip were to be a
did meeting. The service Was In (o ..i0n identified with some Pro-

charge of President % testant church; that members must
while the principal accept and carry out assignments
evening was Vice-Presddent L F. .. . 0 0 time to time to the best
Vaught; 8. M. Foster having charge . o\ . ohility, and that the sole
of the musical features, while R. H. object of the organization was to

?“:f'l “m'f'“d at the 'I“"_" . “hring men to & saving knowledge of

*
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| for this important task. He pointed

“hring men to a saving knowledge of

Jesus Christ.” Giving some of the|'

work done, the speaker pointed to the
fact that the Christian businessmen
of Bradentown had within the past
four months conducted seventy-five
religious services in isolated places,
and filling pulpits where pastors
were on vacation. Touching on the
principal feature of the elub’s work—
that of personal actvities—he said
that several hundred *personal con-
versations” had been held with per-
sons not actively engaged in the
Lord's service. Before closing Mr.

Upchurch briefly reviewed the lay-|;

men’s movement throughout the
country within the past few years,

which was a revelation toe those
present. .
At the close of the president’s

talk the elub’'s quartet composed of
W. U. Lathrop, T. L. Shirley, 8. M.
Foster and L. F. Vaught sang
“Jesus Saves

Vaught Principal Speaker
The principal speaker of the even-
ing was Vice-President L. F. Vaught,

who was assigned by the committee

out that he could and would mnot

| eseape an assignment, and therefore |
his audience would be the “sufferers, |-
| but the masverly manner in which
| Mr. Vaught handled his subject was
| & surprise to even his closest friends,

who have heard him upon several
occasions. He took for his subject,

“Render Unto Ceasar That Which is|’

Ceasar's and Unto God That Which

Belongs to God." For twenty minutes |’

Belongs to God.” For twenty minutes
he had the closest attention of those
present, and gave a clean-cut and
convincing argument why people
should be willing to serve the Master,
Stressing the need of more Christ-
innity in the present day, Mr. Vaught
pointed to the work of the evange-
listie club in Bradentown, and in all
sections of the country, and plaininty
showed that & new day is dawning in
religious work. He closed his ex-
eellent talk with an appeal for
militant Christian activity, at which
time twelve persons raised their
hands asking the club to remember
loved ones in their prayers,

The closing song, “Softly and

he had the clasest attention of those| | Tenderly,” was rendered by the

i
w
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‘| A. Bean, W. V. Curry, J. L. Dowd,
‘| Glen C. Finger, 8. M. Foster, W. D.

.| Hastings, M. D. Hickok, I L. Hine,

| Vaughan, Ross H. Wakeman, A. F.
‘| Wyman and R. H. Young.

congregation, after which Member
Foster offered the closing prayer,

This was the first of a serles of
meetings of this to be conducted by
the club, the next to be given within
a few weeks at some other church in
Bradentown.

Officers of the club are: W. G.
Upchurch, president; L. F. Vaught,
vice-president; C. E. Street, record-
ing secretary; secretary-treasurer,
W. D. Griffin. Executive committee
—A. F. Wyman, 0. L. Stuart, J. H.
Johnson, Max P, Moritz, Irvin F.
Parker, R, H. Wakeman, E. B. Rood.
The membership is composed of S.

Griffin, J. B, Harris, Harold H.

J. H. Humphries, J. H. Johnson, R.
B. Johnson, W. L. Kimball, C. W.
Jennings, 8. J. Judd, W. U. Lathrop,
C. E. Long, Max P. Moritz, Irvin
Parker, J. J. Nunnally, G. F. Reaves,
George Riggin, E. B. Rood, W. A.|
Shankweiler, T. L. Shirley, C. E.
Street, 0. L. Stuart, R. E. Taylor,
A. Z. Tyler, W. G. Unchurch, B, W.
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L
W IR ) e
W. G. UPCHURCH

As the 1927 state convention of
Florida Baptists nears a close to-
day, credit for the excellent hand-
ling of the meeting is heing given
W. . Unchureh ehairman of the
local committee on arrangements
and one of the outstanding lay

Florida,

memhbers of the denomination in
L]

|

|

|
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FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1924

Golf Crocesy Co.
ls |

l,W,.i G. Unchurch|

The Gulf Grocery Company, a
wholesale house established here |
three years ago by B. W. Williams,
has been sold by Mr. Williams to|
W. G. Upchurch, who has for years
been in the wholesale grocery busi-
ness here and at Jacksonville.

Mr. Upchurch has taken the busi-
nes over, Mr. Williams retiring from |
it, and will continue it under the
same designation for the present at
least,

Mr. Williams states that for the
time being he will devote his time
to his grove property near the|
city, but later on it is probable he
will get back inty business ha ness
in some other line,

MONDAY, OCT. 27, 1921

THE EVENING HERALD

PAGE THREE

§ A RUSY RF&‘HI\'

It: The evangelistic committee of lhn-

fouthwest Florida Baptist Assoein-
| tion comprising the churches of Man-
.Inlen and Sarasotn  eounties, hod a
fi busy time Sunday conducting services
& at variour plaees,  In the merning
1= at 11 o'slock serviees wers conduocted

y|a the Terra Cein church, which is F

| pastorless, hy W, {; lmhnrrhkam] 3.1

d J. Nunnally, Al ette the evening

| service was -’:n,;mlurmk by Hon. & |
n|T. Harrison amd J. Herbert Johnson. 1
-.-.'i The evangelistie mittes, which |
ot is composed of W G._Upchurch) chair-
m man: Judge W] T. Hm‘risun. J. H.
a Jdohngon, H. C. Groff and R. G|
| Roberts, will see to it that in the
future serviees are held in all Baptist |
irhur:'he!«- in this section ot least once |
a week, and also to reach out into the
3! neglected places where there are e-zmn-‘l
munities without religions corviee,
Mrs. J, A, Lamb, of DPalmettn,
chairman of the woman’s work of the | [
association, hag ealled o meecting of |
M the women of the Baptist ﬂ'hlll’(’hi"i‘
L of Manatee and Sarasota eounties, to
™ be held at Manatee on Tuesday, which
‘v;ill be an all-day affair. At lhn,
time the Woman's Missionary Umun
L of the Southwest Florida Baptist As- |

L

“'I suciation will be organized and ufﬁ-' \

B cors eleteed. The Manatee women
Wowill serve a luncheon at the noon
ihuur.

= —'vmu.
el BAPTIS '\"t".‘i-"!‘n'l'l(‘
h tlHI“l']“l EE BEGINS
-



Tampa Again To

S0 ﬁlhl e m‘
N Willian, di-
- agc;u::;in-cm: 0. K.
n Kl“l. [
| in-chiefs the Kov, 3 Alvis Busot

Palm - Bradford; Mrs. H. C.

*misslann‘r union. |
oly whi ‘s | assistant to desn; Dr. W. W. Wil
DeLand Thursday night. ¥ | Ll:!fm-lluk:)wéh dead on

~ Other officers elected were Dr. oLy WG
W, H. Anderson, Winter Haven, b focnrcen ki, dean  of
vice pﬂlm for Sunday schools; %t 'Emméﬂﬁ_' d‘:; ::hi ﬁszim % %
president for ;:un’i missionaTy . W A, Hobson, St Petersburg, i

gt;‘l;:ns: G L m@ it | ii:m% dG preachers’ school; the Rev. s
B Y. P U Prank P, Kath o g':.}«. 1. C. Sims, Miami
hood; Willard K. Weeks, St. Pet~ . | “"The fo
enbmx. rer; Miss | j.cted: the Rev. C. E. Saunders,
e ‘ ‘°;?1"1::3n . Bverett
registrar-treasurer. _w | Orlando; d
Miss Lula Laughinghouse, "'é'. -:“ | Gainesville; the Rew, l.m ‘
sonville, recording secre a0y New  Smyrna;  Dr. J. Harrison
W. W. Willian, 0. Griffin, Winter Haven, and the

rector-inchief; 0. K. Radford, :‘r Rer;.hc. M. Crosswy, Lakeland. s
in-chief; the Rev. J. Alvin Inman, s neﬂoﬂllndem‘uigﬁ

:
5

ke Alfred, . to M “; secration  service
Bradford; Mrs. H. C. Peelman, ™| .. . hich 130
Jacksonville, dean of the womam's | .iod their lives to
missionary union, BT | ice -
Misa Lonien Smith Jacksonvilla | .

y
i
4
+
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'DEACONS TO

I BE ORDAINED
| At the midweek service at the Firat
Baptist Church thig evening at 8, five
new deacons will be set apart by
.gnlemn ordination, Those to be or-
dained i1, Johnson, J. €, Hall,
"W__G._Unchurch ! R. G Roberts and
‘R. E. Taylor.

The Preshytery will consist of the
pastor, E. H. Jennings, Rev. M. M.
‘Benson, of Pualmetto, Rev. W. C.

¢ Sparkman, of Manatee, Rev. J. 8,
Norrig, the deacons of the local church

_and any other visiting ministers and

, tleacons.

| This is a service of unusual in-

. terest, and it is hoped that there will

+ be a large attendance.




MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 1928

ACCEPTED BY
UPCHURCH

RELIGIOUS POST

Bradenton Man
Aid Baptists In
State Activity

il

“led =a position with the Baptist
Her among the laymen of the state.

| Christinn work for some years.

|ing of his change, the board sought

Jtelegram receividd here by friends
{told of his acceptance of the posi-

‘| Brittain, working ameng the lay-

THE BRADENTON HERALD

L ——
i ———— e

2.; ;. Unchureh ) former head of
the [TOCRHreR Wholesale Grocery

company of Bradenton, has accept-
state heard of missions as a work-
Me. [Unchurch has been active in

During his residence in Bradenton
he was an active worker in the
First - Baptist church and the|
Southwest Florida Association.

At the last state Baptist conven- |
#ion which met here in December, |
the state hoard was authorized to
gecure as early as possible a lay-
man to organizs hrotherhoods iﬂ
all the churches of the state and
promote the denominational pro-
gram. The board worked for sev-
eral months seeking a man for this
position,

Mr, [Upchurch gave up his busi-
nesgé here and moved to Jackson-
ville a few weeks ago, Upon learn-

him for their mew program. A
tion. (

Mr, [Upchurch will trave! through
the entire state with Dr. C. M.|

men of the churches, making ud~‘

ldresses on the denominational pro-
bgram and organlizing brotherhoods.

—————

e



COLA JOURNAL
Q" day, November 29, 1950
i -fﬂ I!MOaYmW |
t W. G. UPCHURCH |
;| MOBILE, Nov. 28— P —W. G
]

Upchurch, retired business-
man and former mr-ctnt of the
mmmnmmmmwdu. He
tiwas 73,

1 Upchurch o & wholesale
7| grocery firm Jacksonville, Fla.,
“{for many years and at one time
"|was secretary of the Southern
| He also served for four years as
executive secretary of the Florida
Baptist brotherhood.

Surving are his wife: a son, Bruce
R. Upchurch of Montgomery, and a
daughter, Mrs. H H. Harwel],

Mobile.

—_— = —

— T
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¥R. UPCRURCH TO ATTEND
BIG BAPTIST MEETING

_——

W. G. Upchurch, president of the
Upchurch Wholesale Grocery Comme
pany, left Tuesday for Tate Springs
and Ridge Crest, N. C. At the latter
point he will attend the Baptist con-
vention as president of the Brother-
hood of the Southwest Florida Bap-
tist Association.




WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5, 1927

_

. Upchurch
Passes Away

Word reached th city today of
the death in Jacksonville at G 20
o'clock lm lwninc of Mrs, M

; 88, mother of ‘

l , r.
riwas at his un r's bedside when

she passed away, he havi one
to  Jacksonville Mondly?' 'Hvr
denth occurred at the home of a
daughter. Mrs, Harry Holcomb.

. g

]

-

-

several months. She is survived
+|by four daughters, Mrs. Frank
Hessy, “!lbﬂw. . 1.
Norris, Mrs. J. J. and

sonville, and three sons, W, G
Bradenton; Dr. Harvey
Tlrc‘nm'j New i'ork. and Delma
0. [Upchurch, Jacksonvills .
| The funersl services were held
lat four o'elock this aftermoon in
Jacksonville, The body will be
shipped tonight to Raleigh, N, C.
where interment will take place
LUMOTTOW,

Mrs. Upchurch had been il for|

Mrs. Harry Koh‘om of Jack- |
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BAPTISTS ELECT
DR. W. A. HOBSON

Dr. A. M. Bennett, of Tampa,
Is Vice Moderator.

L e T

Dr. W, A. Hobson, of Bt. Peters-
burg, vice moderator of the Tam-
pa Bay assoclatlon last year, was
elected moderator at the opening

mesting yesterday at the Palm Ave-
nue Baptist church. Other officers
elected wers Dr, A. M. Bennett, of
Tampa, vice moderator; the Rev.

Pollard, of Tampa, clerk.
C. C. Burns, of Tampa, Was re-

treasurer.

Three hundred and thirty-five
delegates representing approxi-
mately 35 chmhu in Clearwater,
Dunedin, St. Petersburg, Tarpon
Bprings, Valrico, Largo, Safety
Harbor, Ozona, FPort Tampa and
:h.mpn attended the opening ses-

don.

The Rev. J. L. Plainfield opened |
the muﬂn: with a devotional serv-|
ice, with Dr. Bennett glving the
address of welcome. Dr. George
H. Crutcher, of St. Petersburg, re-
sponded. The afternoon devotional
services were led by Rev, W. L.
Head. The Rev. M. G. Perry
preached at the evening service at
which reports of the B. Y. P. U,
Bunday school and Baptist broth-
erhood organization were discussed.
The report of the Eaptist brother-
hood was given by W. G. Unchurch,
layman's leader of m
in Florida,

Today's sessions oponed at 9:30
o'clock. HReports from the finance
committee, treasurer, digest letters,
adoption of associational financial

ve, reports on nominations,
committees on resolutions and spe-
clal committees will occupy the
greater part of ‘the afterncon ses-| ;.
slon.

The meeting will be closed with | .
the announcement of standing com-

- mittees.

e
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FLOR[DA BAPTIST
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Our Mission: Researching, preserving and promoting the Legacy of Florida Baptists

Vol. 14 March, 2022 No. 3

LEGACY, as the monthly newsletter of the Florida Baptist Historical Society, has
as its mission to highlight the legacy forged by the people and events in Florida
Baptist history. During 2022, the LEGACY’s monthly issues will feature Florida
Baptists’ missions’ commitment as reflected in the people and events that inspired
their fellow Baptists in the fulfilment of the Great Commission of Jesus Christ to
faithfully, “go and make disciples of all nations.”

Florida Transitions to Urban from Rural
During the two decades from 1920 to 1939, Florida experienced a period of growth and dynamic
change. Most notably the population doubled (to 1,897,414 from 968,470), there was an
expansion of industry, and the growth in public and private wealth that came with the
development and expansion of Florida cities, particularly along the Atlantic coast.

In 1920, there were 751 Florida Baptist churches with a total of 65,094
members. By 1939, the number of churches increased to 817 with a
combined membership of 155,965. These statistics reflected that total
church membership had increased at a far greater rate than the seven
percent growth in the number of churches. The phenomenal growth in
membership experienced by some city churches was due in part to the
large population shift from rural areas to the cities. The in-state
migration presented new challenges for both city and rural churches.
For city congregations it was the evangelistic challenge and ministry
opportunities created by the swelling numbers of new residents. “The
growth of our cities constitutes one of our most difficult problems,”
Secretary-Treasurer Charles M. Brittain (b. 1873; d. 1943)
reported to the 1941 annual State Convention meeting. But for too
many rural churches, many without pastors, the issue was one of
survival.

This population shift marked the beginning of the transition from a predominantly rural state to
a predominantly urban state. It also was a period bracketed by the end of World War I,
economic growth and then the havoc brought on by the Great Depression, that culminated in
the growing military conflict in Europe that was the precursor to World War II. Noting the lack
of financial resources to undertake Convention-sponsored evangelistic efforts, Brittain declared
that local churches needed to be more missions-conscious. He encouraged local churches to
proclaim the gospel by organizing “mission schools” and “establishing preaching stations” in the
newly developing city neighborhoods. In the context of Florida’s growth in mission
opportunities, the organized mission efforts of women and men took on new impetus.
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Efficiency Movement Influenced Missions Commitment

As noted in the February LEGACY, Florida W.M.U. corresponding secretary
and treasurer for 18 years, Miss Jennie Spalding resigned in 1911. She was
succeeded by Mrs. H. C. Peelman (b. 1866; d. 1943), who led the
organization for the next 25 years. During the first two decades of the
twentieth century there was a growing emphasis upon the Efficiency
Movement — an effort that sought to bring accountability, organization and
centralization within Southern Baptist program organizations. Each
organization was to establish standards and strive to meet them. In her 1913
presidential address to the Florida W. M. U., Mrs. N.C. Wamboldt focused on
the need for greater efficiency in missionary education. In the same year, Mrs.
Peelman called for leadership development, better ways of conducting
meetings, and the use of the prayer calendar and other promotional aids to
increase missions’ activities.

As aresult of the efficiency emphasis, local W. M. U. groups developed written constitutions,
regularly elected officers, and undertook an increased effort to form associational WMU
organizations. There also developed a consensus for the need of a statewide worker to develop and
promote mission programs that would attract younger Baptist women. Between 1924 and 1929, Mrs.
Willie Lee Harrell was employed as the young people’s leader to work with young women, girls and
boys. She was later replaced by Louise Smith a native of Kentucky.

During the Peelman years (1911 — 1936) the statewide W.M.U. organization grew significantly to 1,574
age-group units in 1936 from 211 women’s missionary societies and auxiliaries in 1911. By 1936, the
total membership reached 23,300 women, girls and boys. Annual contributions — not including the
special needs offerings taken from time to time — for state, home and foreign missions increased to
$89,018 in 1936 from $5,465. In 1936, after 25 years of unrelentingly committed service, Mrs. H. C.
Peelman was requested to retire from service. The bittersweet recommendation — apparently
tempered by the reality of Mrs. Peelman’s 70 years of age and the need for new leadership — the

W.M. U. Executive Committee cited the need based upon “the work’s sake and out of hearts of
gratitude.”

Louise Smith Tapped to Lead W.M.U.
In 1936 the W.M.U. Executive Committee recommended that the State Board
of Missions elect Louise Smith (b. 1901; d. 1996) as the new W.M.U.
department secretary (director). Smith had demonstrated, under the
tutelage of Mrs. Peelman, to be a strong advocate not only for the young
people’s program emphasis, but for the entire W.M.U. ministry. With much
of her time being spent on the road traveling across the state, Smith
stimulated the growth in the number of young woman’s auxiliaries (Y.W.A.)
in churches, on college campuses, hospitals and nursing schools.

In her new leadership role, Smith achieved several accomplishments:
initiated race relations mission activities between Anglo and African-
American children and women; developed mission activities among Florida’s
Seminole Indians; started state Royal Ambassador camps for boys; and led
Florida W.M.U. to raise over $35,000 to pay off SBC agency debts.
Beginning in 1939 Miss Smith started what became a successful multi-year
effort to collect funds to build a Baptist church in Mendoza, Argentina, in
memory of native Floridian and first SBC-appointed foreign missionary Dr. Frank Fowler.
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The Layman’s Movement Becomes Brotherhood
By the 1920s the Florida Layman’s Missionary Movement still had no central organization.
However, that did not prevent the movement to continue to raise funds to erase debts of the Home
and Foreign Mission boards. The movement decried what they collectively viewed as the
unbusinesslike method of financial support for missions responding to annual ad hoc appeals for
funds. Instead, Florida’s loosely connected regional laymen groups, advocated a weekly offering
rather than a yearly pledge to provide a stable funding foundation for mission activities. Not only
was the weekly plan — and the use of duplex envelopes — more efficient, they said; it was also “the
scriptural method.”

The Laymen’s Movement entered a new era of emphasis and organization between 1926 — 1939.
At the national level, the Southern Baptist Convention in 1926 re-named the movement as The
Baptist Brotherhood of the South. Hugh Latimer, who later led the Florida Brotherhood, argued
that, “men would be more easily interested and enlisted if the scope of the movement was
broadened to include the entire denominational program rather than having it restricted to”
missions’ promotion. He further stressed that by the use of the word “brotherhood” would
embrace both pastors and laymen. Latimer went on to observe that, “no pastor can hope to realize
the maximum possibility of his ministry aside from the cooperation of his laymen.”

Florida Laymen Leadership Emerges
In August 15, 1928, W.G. Upchurch (b. 1878; d. 1950) was elected by the
State Board of Missions as Florida’s Brotherhood director. During his tenure
Upchurch continued by example and encouragement to lead laymen to
become involved in evangelism. Prior to selling his wholesale grocery
enterprise, Upchurch had been actively organizing and promoting evangelism
through newly organized laymen soul-winning groups, while a member of
Jacksonville’s Main Street Baptist Church. Later, as a deacon of First Baptist
Church, Bradenton, he was an active soul-winner and strong proponent of the
layman’s movement. Those “hands-on” experiences were sufficient
credentials to lead the statewide Brotherhood effort. However, with the onset
of the Depression and the reduction in Cooperative Program income by 1931,
caused the State Board of Missions to suspend the work of both the
Brotherhood and Student programs.

After a five years hiatus, and an improved economy, the State Board in 1936
was able to fund the restart of the Brotherhood program. Hugh F.
Latimer (b. 1879; d. 1962), was selected to lead the statewide emphasis.
Previously, Latimer had been serving as the Florida representative for the
Southern Baptist Annuity Board promoting retirement services for pastors.
In his first year leading the Brotherhood, he was able to organize 26 new
Brotherhood units in as many churches. During his leadership Florida’s
church Brotherhoods increased in numbers by 50 percent while
associational Brotherhoods increased 40 percent. His leadership was so
effective that in 1939 the SBC Brotherhood of the South employed Latimer
as associate director.

This series on Florida Baptists’ Missions’ Commitment
continues next month



