
 

Terry RyanPastoral Team Leader 

Cordele, GA 31015 

Bro. Terry began serving as Penia Baptist Church's Senior Pastor on the 30th of September 2018. 

Prior to that, he served as the Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church of Cutler Ridge in Cutler Bay 

(Miami Suburb), Florida. He has also served on the staff of the Florida Baptist Convention, and 

Long Branch Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Fl. He is a veteran with 20 years of service in the 

United States Navy. 

 

The attributes that best describe Pastor Terry as a pastor are leadership development, 

determination, and a desire to proclaim the truth of God's Word. He celebrates and is honored to 

shepherd a church like Penia Baptist where biblical views are embraced and encouraged, with 

members who care about the needs of those around them and who want to connect others to the 

body of Christ by actively cultivating new believers. Pastor Terry takes worship and preaching 

very seriously, sticking to the conservative and unmistakable truths of the Scripture in every 

sermon. 

 

He is a native of Warner Robins, GA, and graduated from Perry High School and attended 

Middle Georgia College before joining the Navy. He is a graduate of The Baptist University of 

Florida with a degree in Ministry Studies. Pastor Terry has been happily married since 1981 to 

his wife, Sybil. They have 2 married adult Children:  Dustin and Tyler and five grandchildren. 
https://www.peniabaptist.org/about-us/our-team/ 
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After retiring from U.S. military, Georgia's Terry Ryan proves himself in Lord's army 

Posted Wednesday, March 29, 2023 10:09 pm 

By ROGER ALFORD, The Christian Index 

 

CORDELE, Ga. – Retired Navy Chief Petty Officer Terry Ryan spent 20 years serving in the 

U.S. military. Now, he’s in the Lord’s army. 

 

Ryan, pastor of Penia Baptist Church outside Cordele, spent much of his military service as a 

flight technician aboard a Lockheed P-3 Orion plane, searching the oceans for enemy 

submarines. 

 

Having shifted from the military to ministry, Ryan is now on the lookout for people in spiritual 

need, bringing to his new mission the same courage and tenacity he was known for among his 

Navy brethren. 

 

With a Bible in one hand and his flight helmet in the other, Ryan took time on Wednesday to talk 

about his childhood, his military career, and his ministry, the past five years of which has been 

spent in this south Georgia farming community known for watermelons, peanuts and pecans. 

 

Ryan didn’t grow up in church. Instead, his earliest memories are of life in bars, rough ones that 

drew a tough clientele. 

 

“I remember shootings and drug use,” said Ryan, who, as a teenager, had become adept at 

hustling people at the pool table and the card table. “I was prideful. I was arrogant. I was cocky. I 

was promiscuous. I thought I had the world by the tail.” 

 

That began to change when, at 17, he met a Christian girl who would later become his wife, 

Sybil. 

 

“Sybil was so different than any girl I had ever known,” Ryan said. “She wouldn’t even hold my 

hand. She wouldn’t let me get close enough to try to kiss her. She was from a stable home. She 

lived in a Leave it to Beaver world. I lived in a world of chaos. She just could not fathom the 

world I was from.” 

 

Yet, Sybil saw God-given potential in the young man who had the romantic notions toward her. 

She also was not blind to the fact that he could be self-centered and manipulative. 

 

“I knew that came from the way he was raised, in the sense of having to make it on his own,” she 

said. “After he was saved, it was a drastic change. It amazes me how God has used him to lead 

so many people to the Lord. God has used him wherever he’s been. I am so proud of him.” 

 

When Ryan enlisted in the Navy in 1983, he and Sybil had already been married two years.  He 

had been going to church with her but hadn’t yet surrendered his life to Christ. That changed 

abruptly when he was called on to accompany an admiral to an overseas military conference. 

 



Ryan had been out on the town with one of his Navy buddies when a pastor, Louis Demuir, and 

some of his church members approached and invited him to take part in a survey looking at how 

people felt about God. 

 

“I told him I was the last person you want to ask questions about God, because I don’t know 

anything about that,” Ryan recalled. “He said, ‘That’s OK,’ and he invited me to go to church the 

next morning. I said, ‘sure,’ with no intention of actually going.” 

 

But when Ryan awoke the next morning, he got dressed and went to Demuir’s church. 

 

“I got to the church just as the service ended,” he said. “The pastor invited me to lunch at his 

home. We ate on a folding card table. We sat on folding chairs. He had so little. Yet he was so 

happy. I had everything, and I wasn’t.” 

 

That encounter caused Ryan to rethink his life. He dug out a Bible that a Gideon had handed to 

him when he first enlisted. In it, he found the greatest need of his life in October 1987. 

 

“I surrendered to Christ in a barracks in Spain,” he said. 

 

Then, Ryan rushed to a telephone to call Sybil to let her know. 

 

When Sybil answered, an overseas operator told her to please hold for a call about her husband. 

 

Sybil was suddenly frantic. Such calls typically weren’t good news. 

 

Then she heard his voice. 

 

“Are you OK?” she asked tentatively. 

 

“Yes,” he said. “I just need to tell you I have surrendered my life to Christ.” 

 

The two wept together over the phone. 

 

Ryan said the simple one-sentence prayer he prayed that day was life-changing. Jesus had given 

Sybil “a totally different husband.” He had been radically changed. 

 

When Ryan completed 20 years in the Navy, he retired and moved into a new chapter in his life, 

first at Long Branch Baptist Church near Jacksonville, Florida, then to the Florida Baptist 

Convention where he served as associate director of Florida Baptist Disaster Relief, then to 

Cutler Ridge Baptist Church outside Miami, before moving to Penia Baptist Church. 

 

Samuel Ayala, missions consultant for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board in the state’s south 

region, said Ryan is a kingdom-minded pastor bent on fulfilling the Great Commission. 

 

“He’s passionate about being on mission for God,” Ayala said. “He’s focused.” 

 



Ryan's former pastor, Bill McLeod, said the Cordele pastor learned valuable leadership skills in 

the military, leading from both the top and alongside people. 

 

McLeod said Ray has totally submitted to the lordship of Christ. 

 

"He allows the Holy Spirit to flow through him just as was patterned by Christ while He was 

physically present upon this earth," McLeod said. 

 

Ryan, a graduate of the Baptist College of Florida, said his military service was a great training 

ground for ministry. 

 

“It's no accident that we are called the army of God,” he said. “And so, we are supposed to 

function like an army. There’s supposed to be order. There’s supposed to be structure.  And in 

that order and structure, we can achieve our mission and our purpose and our goals.” 

 

 



DIRECTORY: CHURCHES AND MISSIONS 311

CROSSROADS CONNECTION, LAKE PANASOFFKEE (Nature Coast)
  494 County Rd 416 N, Lake Panasoffkee, FL 33538-6246
  Phone: (352) 793-2854
  Senior Pastor Billy Earl Owens
  Min of Music Lois Owens
  Min of Youth Michele Walsh
  Min of Children Nicole Wade

CROSSVIEW, JACKSONVILLE (Jacksonville)
  PO Box 441236, Jacksonville, FL 32222
  Phone: (904) 374-0573
  Senior Pastor Michael M. Soud

CROSSWALK, TITUSVILLE (Brevard)
  77 N Carpenter Rd, Titusville, FL 32796
  Phone: (321) 267-5388
  Senior Pastor John Wright
  Associate Pastor David Ivey
  Min of Music Jim Williams

CROSSWATER, PONTE VEDRA BEACH (Jacksonville)
  211 Davis Park Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081
  Phone: (904) 824-9800
  Senior Pastor Jack Millwood
  Associate Pastor George B. Powers

CROSSWAY, DELTONA (Seminole)
  PO Box 530309, Debary, FL 32753-0309
  Phone: (386) 473-1224
  Senior Pastor Clint Wagnon

CROSSWAY, TALLAHASSEE (Florida)
  405 Crossway Rd, Tallahassee, FL 32305-7478
  Phone: (850) 877-5216
  Senior Pastor Josh Parker
  Min of Music Michael McKinley
  Min of Children Jennifer Parker

CROWN POINT, JACKSONVILLE (Jacksonville)
  10153 Old St Augustine Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257
  Phone: (904) 262-9743
  Senior Pastor Jerry B. Garrard
  Min of Music Patty Jones
  Min of Children Dori Bennett

CRYSTAL LAKE, LAKELAND (South Florida)
  1000 Mount Airy Ave, Lakeland, FL 33801-6257
  Phone: (863) 665-8234
  Min of Music Leland Shepard
  Min to Seniors Perry Weatherford

CRYSTAL RIVER FIRST (Nature Coast)
  700 N Citrus Ave, Crystal River, FL 34428-3925
  Phone: (352) 795-3367
  Senior Pastor Lester T. Lantzy, III
  Min of Music John Potts
  Min of Youth John Potts
  Min of Children Kelly J. Lapp
  Min to Seniors Sandra Charlton
  Administrator Karen DeBay

CUERPO DE CRISTO, MIAMI (Miami)
  8846 W McNab Rd #206-9, Tamarac, FL 33321
  Phone: (954) 732-5506
  Senior Pastor Juan Abreu

CUTLER RIDGE FIRST, MIAMI (Miami)
  10301 Caribbean Blvd, Miami, FL 33189-1401
  Phone: (305) 235-2133
  Senior Pastor Terry Ryan
  Min of Education Debbie Osborne
  Min of Music Alan Caves

CUYLER FIRST, GLEN ST. MARY (Black Creek)
  11226 Osceola Rd, Glen St. Mary, FL 32040
  Phone: (904) 259-4846
  Senior Pastor Billy Worthington
  Associate Pastor Billy Worthington
  Min of Youth Billy Worthington

CYPRESS (Chipola)
  PO Box 70, Cypress, FL 32432-0070
  Senior Pastor David J. Timms
  Min of Music Sharon Timms
  Min of Children Jackie McCroan

 D
D’APOCALYPSE DE MIAMI, NORTH MIAMI (Miami)
  1982 NW 169th Ave, Pembroke Pines, FL 33028
  Phone: (954) 495-3775
  Senior Pastor Antoine Louidor
  Min of Music Max Latour

DADE CITY FIRST (Pasco)
  37511 Church Ave, Dade City, FL 33525-4136
  Phone: (352) 567-3265
  Senior Pastor Randy D. Huckabee
  Min of Education Carlton Ellison
  Min of Music Michael  Brooks
  Min of Youth David Surratt
  Min of Children David Dahmer

DALKEITH, WEWAHITCHKA (Northwest Coast)
  2223 County Rd 381, Wewahitchka, FL 32465-5500
  Phone: (850) 639-5559
  Senior Pastor Mike Dunn

DAMASCUS, GRACEVILLE (Chipola)
  5083 Hwy 77, Graceville, FL 32440-5209
  Phone: (850) 263-6063
  Min of Children Andy Smith

DARBY, DADE CITY (Tampa Bay)
  14745 Bellamy Brothers Blvd, Dade City, FL 33525-7616
  Phone: (352) 588-2440
  Senior Pastor Chris Conti

DARLINGTON, WESTVILLE (Walton County)
  4751 State Hwy 2 E, Westville, FL 32464-2717
  Phone: (850) 859-1090
  Senior Pastor Barry A. Joiner

DAVENPORT FIRST (Ridge)
  102 W Maple St, Davenport, FL 33837
  Phone: (863) 422-4542
  Senior Pastor Charles V. Jones

DAYBREAK, CAPE CORAL (Royal Palm)
  1210 SW 4th Ct, Cape Coral, FL 33991
  Phone: (239) 573-9009
  Senior Pastor Randy Miller
  Min of Youth Jennifer Horton

DAYSPRING, APOPKA (Greater Orlando)
  2434 Old Dixie Hwy, Apopka, FL 32712
  Phone: (407) 814-4996
  Senior Pastor Mark Jeter
  Min of Music Andre Pitre
  Min of Youth Gary Browder
  Min of Children Tina Richardson

DAYSPRING COMMUNITY, DELAND (Seminole)
  902 S Spring Garden Ave, Deland, FL 32720-4441
  Phone: (386) 736-4808
  Senior Pastor Thomas C. White

DAYTONA BEACH FIRST (Halifax)
  118 N Palmetto Ave, Daytona Beach, FL 32114-3240
  Phone: (386) 253-5691
  Senior Pastor Mark A. Howell
  Associate Pastor Les Wilkinson
  Min of Education Lowell Lucas
  Min of Youth Jason Leschitz
  Min to Seniors Cliff Smith
  Administrator Susanne Paisley

DE LEON SPRINGS FIRST (Seminole)
  PO Box 908, De Leon Springs, FL 32130-0908
  Phone: (386) 985-4281
  Senior Pastor Mel Himes, Jr.
  Min of Music Arleen Himes

DEBARY FIRST (Seminole)
  PO Box 530585, DeBary, FL 32753-0585
  Phone: (386) 668-6881
  Senior Pastor Chris Rottenberger
  Min of Music Joann Black
  Min of Youth Aaron Sweigart

DECOY, GREEN COVE SPRINGS (Black Creek)
  671 Decoy Rd, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043-8124
  Phone:  
  Senior Pastor Bobby Baker
  Min of Music Raymond Bland
  Min of Youth Dale Batton
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