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He led many Baptist|
churches in Florida.

GEORGE H. NEWMAN
gnewman@tampatrib.com

PLANT CITY » The Rev.
Roy L. Reynolds presided
at so many services in al-
most a dozen Baptist
churches in Florida that it
almost seemed he was
standing at the pulpit dur-
ing his own funeral, par-
ticipants at the memorial
service said.

Reynolds, 86, a Plant
City resident and member
of First Baptist Church,
was born June 13, 1923, in
Lakeland. He died in
peace, family members
said, on Oct. 16 at a Lake-
land hospice facility.

He was a graduate of
Lakeland's Kathleen High
School, Florida Southern
College and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Semi-

nary in Fort Worth, Texas.
He received his doctorate
of ministry degree from
Luther Rice Seminary in
Lithonia, Ga.

Married to Leatrice for
66 years, the couple had

three daughters: Beverly
Hoover and Linda Robert,

"both of Plant City; and

Sandra Chesser of Cum-
ming, Ga. Reynolds was
predeceased by a son,
Mark.

Bob Franklin, a minister

who credits his early de-
velopment in the church
to Reynolds, spoke as a
disciple of Reynolds.

“Dr. Reynolds was the
Paul to my Timothy,"
Franklin said. “I first heard
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him preach in Plant City
when 1 was 14 at the
Eastside Baptist Church.
He took me under his
wing and helped me pre-
pare for my first time in
the pulpit when | was 15.
Ten years later he was
there with me when I was

ordained. I have watched
his life for 42 years.”

First Baptist music min-
ister Pete Battaglia sang
the first of three songs
requested by the family,
“The Old Rugged Cross.”

Tommy Warnock, an
assistant pastor at Plant

City's First Baptist Church,
told the hundreds of peo-
ple attending the funeral
that while there was a
sense of loss for those who
knew Reynolds as a min-
lsler. friend or relative, “it
wasclear that an exchange
! has taken place for Dr,
Reynolds between the old
rugged cross and his
§ CIOWn Now worn in heav-
p en- " Warnock, referring to
]ohn 15: 1-8, said Reyn-
Volds' life was clearly and
{closely connected to the
: clinging vine.
¢ “Roy loved the Lord,”
Warnock said. “He recent-
ly told me, ‘I know Jesus. |
love Jesus, and I know
how this works. When Je-
sus is ready for me I will go
with him,"”

“There are big shoes for
us to fill,” Warnock said.
“And as Roy Reynolds
used to say, we need to
keep on keeping on so we
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can find a way to fill
them."”

One of R
grandchildren, Stephen
Robert, a seminary stu-
dent m Wake Forest, N.C.,
spoke of the life his grand-
father shared with his God
and family.

“Pa Pa was born to a
farming family in Lake-
land,” said Robert. “He
learned to work hard and
told us how the family
would cover strawberries
with straw in the winter to
keep them from being

damaged by the frost. One |

winter his father decided
to cover the strawberry
plants with dirt during a
freeze. When the weather
improved they had to dig
each plant out by hand. Pa
Pa didn't say it, but that
might have been why he
didn't continue in farm-
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Reynolds served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps dur-
ing World War I1. Later he
was ordained as a South-
ern Baptist minister at
Griffin Baptist Church in
Lakeland.

“Pa Pa went to seminary
'in Miami,” Robert said.
“He embraced education.

' He told me if you are going
‘to do battle, go with a
sharpened sword.”
Reynolds served as pas-
tor at Mount Tabor, Dixie-
land. and Gapway Baptist,

‘all in the Lakeland area.

| He pastored in (Flagami

Baptist Church in n
First Baptist Church in

Mulberry; Lake Maggiore

Baptist Church in St. Pe-
tersburg; Eastside Baptist
Church in Plant City; and

| Bayshore Baptist Church

in Bradenton.

but losmg the general
election, his grandson
said. |
He also twice ran un-
successfully for city com-
missioner in Plant City. He
was an activist against the
serving of alcoholic bever-
ages in the city and op-
posed the opening of busi-
nesses on Sundays.

After retirement he
served as chaplain of |
South Florida Baptist Hos-
pital for five years. He was
past president of the Plant
City Kiwanis Club, where
he was a member for more
than 40 years, and re-
ceived the George F. Hix-
son Fellowship award, the
highest honor a Kiwanis
Club can bestow on a
member. Reynolds had 19

y  great-grandchildren.

Reynolds was buried at |
Oak Hill Cemetery in
Lakeland.

Reporter George H. Newman

can be reached at (813)
731-8161,
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ITISTORY OF
BAYSHORE BAPTTST CHURCH

The Payshore Baptist Cliurch began as a mission of the Bay lluven Baptist
Church, Sarasota. Associational Missionary John ll. Witt conducted the

first service in the Bayshore Gardens recreation center on January 27,

1957 with eleven people present, A few months later the services were

trasferred to the Bowlees Creck recreation center,

The First Baptist Church of Bradenton assumed sponsorship October 1,
1958, upon request of the Day laven Baptist Church which contributed
$10,000 toward the work at that time. This cooperative mission venture
received statewide attention,

After the time when land was acquired on November 13, 1958, many stages
were made until December 29, 1963, when Buyshore Baptist Chapel was
constituted into the Bayshore Baptist Church with 285 charter mewbers.

The third building program was completed on April 4,'1965. It provided
educational space, a vestibule to the sanctuary, twelve ncw pews, and
the fellowshlp hnll,

The Child Care Center began operating August 1, 1968,

Dr. Roy L. Reynolds became the pastor on January 2, 1978 and is still
serving at this time,

The fourth building program was completed on April 5, 1981. The sanc-
tuary was remodeled and lengthened 48 feet, increasing the sceating
capacity te 500 persons,

We feel privileged to serve as host church for the Spring Semi-Annual
Meeting,

HISTORY OF
BRADENTON FIRST DAPTIST CiIURCII

The First Baptist Church of Bradenton was formally constituted May 12,
1889 in the Manatec County Court House with eighteen members. This
church has worshiped in three buildings, the first erected in 1892 at
the corner of what is now 12th St. and 6th Ave. and the second building
located on 13th St, and Manatee Ave.(Sth Ave.} was dedicated February
22, 1913, The third building war dedicated on October 17, 1982, and is
located on the corner of 14th St, and Manatece Ave.

Five local churches have been the result of the missionary spirit of
this church: Manatee First Baptist, Samoset First Baptist, West Rraden-
ton Baptist, Island Baptist, and Bayshore Baptist,

The present pastor is Dr. Samuel Reeves. Under his

astorate of the past three years, the church has entered the build-

ing program. The first phase of the building program was completed on
October 17, 1982, DPhase two will be the construction of a new educatlon-
al building and third phase will be a family life center.

It was our privilege to be host church for the Fall Semi-Annual Mecting.



