
Over the years, First Baptist Church Woodville helped numerous people develop a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and membership increased. In fact, because of the growth, the 
church felt the need to expand its facilities and programs. In 1944, the members cut down some 
pine trees for lumber to build new Sunday School rooms. Then, in 1945, they established a 
“Standard Sunday School” during the one year pastorate of Bro. J.C. Kersey.

In 1946, an important decision was made to form a “joint field” with Crawfordville First 
Baptist Church. At that time, the two churches called a pastor who divided his time equally 
between the two locations.

Between 1946 and 1949, the church minutes emphasized a couple of messages which deeply 
touched the congregation. In 1946, during his one year tenure as pastor, Bro. H.F. Jelks talked 
about the building of the wall of Jerusalem. He used this as an object lesson to encourage the 
church to build up their own Christian walk. Then, in 1947, Bro. Homer Duggar (1947-1950) 
discussed putting forth their best effort toward God’s business which requires the same effort as 
does man’s business. These messages led to the church holding its first revival services in July of 
1947. Those services saw 34 additions to the church.

Shortly after the revival meetings, on January 14, 
1948, the church building burned to the ground. During 
that time, services were temporarily held with White 
Primitive Baptist Church. It didn’t take long, though, 
before the church members rebuilt the building.

At that point, the church sense^a-iCCTHet^full- 
time pastor and, in 1950, called Bi^JJ.W. Rollins toYill 
the pulpit. In order to accommodatetTll' lliw silllSuon, 
the members cut more trees for lumber and built the 
pastorium. The process of building was slow, as money 
was tight. However, God was faithful and the pastorium 
was completed in 1955.

The excitement of being “full-time” again led to a 
significant growth spurt. During the 51st homecoming, a 
ground breaking ceremony for a new education building 

was held. This building was completed and the first Sunday School class was held there on 
October 13,1957, under the leadership of Bro. A. Price (1954-1959).

In 1961, under the guidance of E.W. Perryman (1959-1963), the church voted to borrow up 
to $10,000.00 to build a second, and larger, education building using the existing church property 
as collateral for the mortgage.

In 1963, Bro. Perryman resigned and Bro. Delmar Stiger became pastor of the church. 
During Bro. Stiger’s tenure (1963-1968), the church experienced significant blessings. In March 
of 1963, a revival was held which saw 70 re-dedications and 13 other decisions. Under his
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History 

Established in 1885, the First Baptist Church of Bronson, Florida has faithfully served the 

Bronson community for over one hundred and thirty-four years. 

Pastors     *Interim Pastor 

• Z A Crumpton – 1897-1906 

• J H Richardson – 1907 

• C J Bruner – 1921-1922 

Church was inactive from 1937-1934) 

• Eugene T Vining – 1934-1935 

• Ray W Walden – 1935-1942 

• U W Rollins. – 1944-March 1946 

• Virgil T Smith – April 1946-April 1947 

• Marcus D Drake – September 1947-April 1948 

• George T Evans – July 1948-July 1949 

• G B VanAllen – November 1950-September 1952 

• George W Dunn – September 1952-February 1957 

• Harold L Brown – May 1957-November 1959 

• Harold H Johnson – February 1960-December 1962 

• James H Paddock* – February 1963-April 1963 

• R G Key – April 1963-August 1965 

• John Stewart – November 1965-September 1966 

• Harold Mitchell* – February 1967-March 1967 

• Harold Johnson – March 1967-January 1973 

• Jimmy W Rogers – June 1973-June 1977 

• Joe Hudson – December 1977-May 1980 

• Earl Lookabill* – June 1980-August 1980 

• A Larry Finley – September 1980-July 1982 

• David O Goss – October 1982-August 1984 

• James Shelton* – September 1984-May 1985 

• Gary Wiggins – June 1985-January 1989 

• Gene Coons* – January 1989-February 1989 

• Mark Conrad – June 1989-January 1998 

• Ray Scott* – March 1998-June 1998 

• Steven C Garnett – June 1998-October 2008 

• Troy Turner – October 2008-May 2013 

• Fritz Fountain* – May 2013-June 2014 

• Jeff Buchanan – June 2014-December 2018 

• Fritz Fountain* – January 2019-July 2019 

• Pete Pharis – July 2019 – Present    

 

Penny


