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ALABAMA. BAPTIST HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Enclosed is information concerning Poplar Dell 

Baptist Church. The data was gathered from the Elim 

Baptist Association. The staff of Special Collection 

was unable to find materials concerning the ministers 

you indicated.

Poplar Dell joined Elim Association in 1911. Our 

records of the Association end in 191b. However, in 

1910 the Florida churches of Elim Baptist Association 

formed the Pensacola Bay Baptist Association in Florida.

If we can be of further assistance, please let us 

know.

Sincerely,

F. Wilbur Helmbold

Information concerning Peplar Dell BC, Century, Fl. 
located in Elim Baptist Association Minutes 1911-191U.

1911 - Poplar Dell accepted into Elim BA as a new church. 
Messengers were H. C. Killiam and W. A. Killiam 
Pastor - W. B. McCrary (Century, Fl.); Clerk-G.M. 
Gentry; 13 members. Preaching on first Sunday 
of the month.

1912

1913

- Messengers: H.C. Killiam, kJ .A. Killiam, E.D. 
Renfroe Pastor-H. W. Rumbley (Bluff Springs, Fl.) 
Clerk-G.M. Gentry; S.S. Superintendent-WJV. 
Killum (Killiam) 33 members. Preaching second 
and fourth Sundays.

•fPastor-G.H. Rolley; jjlerk-Mrs. W. Killiam. 
^SS-members.________

191b - Messengers-H.C. Killiam, L.J. Edwards, C.J. 
Brown. Pastor- J.M. Nelson (Jay, Fl.); Clerk- 
Jo J. Edwards; S.S. Superintendent-E.D. Renfroe. 
5b members; Preaching all four Sundays.



REV. G. H. ROLEY
(Former Pastor, 1913-191U)

Rev. G. H. Roley served as pastor of Poplar Dell 

Baptist Church in 1913 and part of 191h, the exact dates 

not known. He was the third pastor of the church. Once 

each month, on Saturday afternoon, Rev. Roley would come 

from Peterman, Alabama, to Flomaton, Alabama, by train. 

Someone from our church would meet him in Flomaton, 

with a horse and buggy. He would preach in our 

church on Saturday night and Sunday morning, then 

return to Peterman, by train, on Sunday afternoon.

Rev. Roley was born August 2, 18j?2, and died

January 13, 1928. He is buried in the Biggs Cemetery 

in Peterman, Alabama, along with his wife Annie Biggs 

Roley, who was born August 23, 18h9 and died May 21, 

1921. They were the parents of 3 children. Two daug- 

ters and a son who are buried beside their parents in 

the same cemetery. Rev. Roley's father is also buried 

in the same cemetery. Rev. Roley's father was born in 

England, near Liverpool. He worked on a boat. It is 

not known whether Rev Roley was brought over to this 

country by his father, or whether he was born here.

The house in vdiich Rev. Roley and his family lived 

still stands today, on the property of Mr. and Mrs, 

W. J. Andress, of Feterman, Alabama.

It was told to me that Rev. Roley could neither 
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read nr write, and was taught to read the Bible by 

his wife.

On Saturday, before the second Sunday in

September 1889, the Pleasant Ridge Church near 

Peterman, Alabama, while in conference, voted to 

license Rev, Roley to preach the Gospel,

Written as told to me-

Marjorie Hall, May, 1977
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