1950 property value is listed at $1,324.25. Minutes reflect that Mr. D. Kilpatrick was
pastor. Mr. Beck and Mrs. Jarvis retained their positions and Agee Dove is treasurer.
Messengers to the association meeting were Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Steele. Membership had
grown to 107.

Rev. James A. Rogers was pastor in 1951 at a salary of $1677. There were 100 members.
In the only change in positions, Mrs. Agee Dove succeeded Mrs. Jarvis as clerk.

In 1952, there were 80 resident members; 20 non-resident. Mr. W. M. Ward is listed as
having died during that church year. Mr. Rogers remained pastor.

He was succeeded by Mr. L. J. Watson, Mr. Ralph Sasser, Mr. W. W. Leverett, and Mr.

p, Harvey Lee English.
In 1960, Mr. Carnie E. Smith pastored the church that now had 174 members. His
. annual salary was $3,125. There were 17 baptisms. Raymond Norris was superintendent of

the Sunday School that had a total enrollment of 127. Billy Reeves directed the Training
Union that had 77 enrolled. Church value was listed at $9,600.

Minister of music was Dewitt Dove and Mrs. R. H. Spence headed the W.M.U. Treasur-
er was R. H. Spence; clerk, Mrs. Herman Hassebrock.

Messengers to the association were Mr. N. E. Davis, Mrs. Dewitt Dove and Mrs. Hasse-

brock.
In 1961, Mr. Emory Rogers was pastor and membership was up to 182. Messengers were

ME Taymond N oTHE vre=BewrTeve Mrs. Ernest Bartley and Mrs. George Darby.

Association minutes list Mr. Jasper Ward, a deacon, as deceased.

- Property value was listed as $3,600 for the pastor’s home and $7,600 for the church.

In 1962, a deed for the church and cemetery was given by the St. Regis Co. through the
efforts of The Davisville Community Club, no other deed being on record for the owner-
ship of the church, land and cemetery.

Rev. Marion McKinley is listed as pastor in 1964, ’65 and 66 at a salary of $3,640. There
were 185 members in 64 and 194 in 65 and ’66. All three years there were 75 members in
the Sunday School. Mr. F. C. Faircloth was superintendent. Mr. Earl Stabler is listed as
“other minister in the church” that first year.

Messengers in 1964 were Mrs. Dewitt Dove, George Dardy and Mrs. Ernest Dartley. Mr.
Henry Davis is listed “in memoriam.” In 1965, Annette Hassebrock, Ruth Norris and
Laura Cook were messengers. Mrs. Bertha Smith died in 1965, Mr. Albert Albritton in '66.

Chairman of deacons was Agee Dove in 1964, Dewitt Dove in 1865. For the three years,
Mrs. Fernie Faircloth was treasurer; Mrs. H. J. Hassebrock clerk for two and was followed
by Mrs. Ernest Bartley.

From 1961 through 1966, minutes show that Dewitt Dove was minister of music.

There is no listing for 1967, nor is there a pastor listed for 1968. In that year however,
there was a listing of $4,500 for salary. Total property value was $12,000.

Messengers were Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Silcox, and Mrs. R. Norris.

Mrs. Evie Ward, Mr. Lige Ward, Mr. J. K. McLeod and Mr. Liventon Hayes are listed
“in memoriam.”

With 200 members, Mr. Faircloth continued as Sunday School superintendent, and Mrs.
Bartley as clerk. Chairman of deacons was Herman Hassebrock and Mrs. Opal Faircloth
was treasurer. Music director was W. E. Cook. °
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woved the stucture on LApr1991. This
: 2Ty worship todays was completed in
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at=on. Crenshaw,J.B. Bryant. Chatman.

Steele. GW Gibson, S.0. Dixon, G
—. marden, tamends, (.0 Kennedy. RN, Gooden. J.L.

ezorioo. Staaleton, and Sam Pettway.

1 91Mav1997. Elder Michael C. Smith, Sr. of Pensacola. Florida
called as pastor. He was installed 01Jun1997. With Elder

1. New Hope is on the move, because we walk by faith and not

wht. New Hope exists for the double purpose of gathering in

sending out.

;acon David Hams is chairman of deacons. Bro. Houston
1s. chairman of trustees, and Sister Edith Joyee Page.

wrch Clerk.

utted byv: Edith Joyee Page. 142 Straughn Road, Molio,  FL 323577,
o: Church History
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Northwest Florida Baptist Children’s Home

1e Swilley residence of the Northwest Florida Baptist
dren’s Home,
ted at 1000
mstrand Road 1n
sacola, was dedi-
& Saturday, 28

il 2001. Following
ur of the 5,500
are-foot brick

1e, several hun-

1 Baptists cele-
ed the culmina- Mg
of a dream. s S Tl o
1995 gift from the T osmaAmictciliiae 5N .
sacola Bay  Northwest Florida Baptist Children’s Home,
itist  Association 1000 Chemstrand Road, Pensacola

le possible the pur-

se of the 20 acre campus by the Lakeland based Florida Baptist
ldren’s Home, a non-profit organization founded in 1904. The
sacola home is one of seven residential facilities across the
e.

he residence was named in honor of Novis and Virginia Swilley.
sfactors. Creighton Heights Baptist Church also contributed a
in memory of Melrose Coleman, wife of their former pastor,
es Coleman. Individuals, Sunday School classes, WMU groups,
churches provided furnishings. The front entrance sign was a

,\Ll[)l"‘”'t comes H‘U‘m \':ll'u)u?' SOUUCES, u.x auuiLuil W guw ALy
mdl\'ulunls ;md‘ busiesses, Florida Baptist churches contribute
through the Cooperative Program: and each year receive a
(hildren’s Home offerig on I\'loth_ers Day.

plans for future development of the N()l't.hwest Florida Campus
nelude two additional residences, plus a multi-purpose activities
and oftice facility. )

i Loy Judith R Jollv, 8388 Belle Meadow Bled., Pensacola, FL 32514,

Submultee 3 3 :
Gopreess L Buptist ( Iuldren’s Homes publications: personal knowledge.

Oak Grove Baptist Church

Ouk Grove Baptist Church, 2600 North Highway 99, was organ-
IZ('"d in 1883 1 « log schoolhouse. The membership included the
Jacob Godwins, Jim Merritts, Enoch Brays, Mrs. Caroline Godwin,
and  Mrs. Rebecea . e
Godwin Weekley, Rev. #g ;35‘
John McAnally. the = "k
first pastor conducted
worship services once s
a month.

The frst building. :
finished in 1903, faced g&
south and was located
close o Pine Barren ™7
Creck. The second ===
building was  con- sy
structed  near the &
location of the present
education building

Onginally a member of the Elim. AL Association, the church
joined the Pensacola Bay Baptist Association in 1908 and hosted
‘the 1909 Annual Session. Brethren Eddins, Buchannon, Hall,
Averton. Righy. and Godwin were delegates.

Rev. J Tom Fillingim began his pastorate ca 1890 and remained
P swame 110N Others who served were Rev. Charlie Beal, Rev.
m ey, Terrell Lanton, and Rev. Keith Langham. The
= Rev. Larry Gilley.

The present brick sanctuary, built on land deeded by Mr. and
Mrs. Jess Godwin, was dedicated in 1939, A choir loft, baptistry, and
Sunday School rooms have since been added. In 1992 the education
building, with a large fellowship hall and kitchen, was completed.
The bell in the front yard, once mounted on a locomotive, was a gift
from Andy Driscoll, a railroad worker.

Oak Grove Cemetery, where many of the founders of the church
and community were laid to rest, is located across the highway on
land donated by Jacob Godwin. A special offering for maintenance
of the cemetery is received each third Sunday in May when the peo-
ple gather tor Homecoming.

Submutted by: Billy Darby, 4350 Gobbler Road, Century, FL 32535, Sources:
Church and Association (Elim and Pensacola Bay) Records; Personal
Knowledge.
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Oak Grove Baptist Church

Brief history l
Repre Heritage of Escambia County, FL | members
of Elim Volume II 7 at First
Baptist calling for
the orgz Page (;)-._\ wrches in
Escambia, « oo ccvowy s wosmmiss wucascors:

The six churches responding were Milton, Union Hill, Mitchell's
Creek, New Macedonia, Pensacola, and Canoe Bluff. They met 11-
12-1887. elected officers, and adopted a constitution and by-laws.

Twelve delegates represented 318 members. Today, 115 years
later, 72 congregations and over 49,000 members from Escambia
(,'OLllllt)-' sand Gulf Breeze cooperate to accomplish their shared
coals.
~Associational  missionaries before 1900 included William
Edwards, J.I8. Holley, W.M. Rabb, and H.A. Guinn, who was provid-
ed a horse on which to travel from church to church. J.W. Senterfitt,
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