Clyde and John Maquire

In the early 1950’s John Maguire, in his role as executive
secretary-treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention, stopped
by a small church in Fellsmere to meet the young student pastor.

Impressed with the young Floridian, Maguire wrote about
him in his weekly column in the Florida Baptist Witness.

A decade later the young pastor was called to serve the First
Baptist Church of Merritt Island. In his column, Maguire again
praised the young man and his abilities to lead the congregation.

That young pastor was Adrian Rogers, who now serves
as pastor of the 27,000-member Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphis, Tenn., and has served three times as president of
the |4-million member Southern Baptist Convention.

“It was so neat that John Maguire would talk to a college
boy and encourage me and later write about it,” said Rogers.
“You know how that encouraged me.”

Rogers recalled that Maguire often used the term
“Favored Florida” when he spoke of the challenges facing
Florida Baptists. “He was always pushing, always charging. He
would always speak to people about the state of Florida and
about the opportunity and responsibility the people of Florida
have,” Rogers added.

A passion for God's mission and a passion for God'’s
people characterized the visionary leadership John Maguire
provided to Florida Baptists. Under his leadership Florida Baptists

experienced unparalleled growth. During his 23-year tenure—

from 1945-67—the number of cooperating churches in the
convention increased to 1,426 from 826. Church membership

grew to more than 600,000 from 184,140, and Cooperative

Program receipts increased to $3.7 million from $422,123.

When Maguire assumed his leadership post, one-fourth
of the 826 Florida Baptist churches gave nothing to any mission
cause. Before he retired, every church was giving something
to missions.

The Maguire State Mission Offering, which benefits 20
Florida Baptist ministries, is named for John Maguire and his
wife Clyde, who mentored and motivated Baptist women in
the state.

“Florida” said John Maguire before
his death in 1987, “is the
greatest mission field
anywhere in the United
States...and unless Florida
Baptists arise to the
occasion of reaching

these lost people, we

are going backwards,
instead of forward. “

John Magquire befriended Memphis
pastor Adrian Rodgers when the
young man served his first church
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Adrian Pierce Rogers (September 12, 1931 — November 15, 2005) served three
terms as president of the Southern Baptist Convention (1979-1980 and
1986-1988). He was also a Southern Baptist pastor whose church services aired

on television, and a conservative author.[!]

Rogers was born in West Palm Beach, Florida. He entered Christian ministry at
the age of nineteen. He graduated from Stetson University in DeLand, Florida,
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Rogers was ordained by
Northwood Baptist Church (now known as The Village Baptist Church) in West
Palm Beach. His first job as a senior pastor was at Fellsmere Baptist Church, a
small congregation in Fellsmere, Florida. He performed his first baptism in the
C-54 Canal near Fellsmere. He was senior pastor of First Baptist Church in
Merritt Island, Florida from 1964 to 1972. In 1972, he became the senior pastor
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee, where he remained until
March 2005. During this period, the church's membership grew from 9,000 to
29,000, and the church moved into a new, megachurch facility.['] Rogers was
named pastor emeritus after his retirement in March 2005.

Rogers was instrumental in the Southern Baptist denomination's shift towards
the right that began in the late 1970s, as he was elected president of the
denomination during a theological controversy within the denomination known
as the Southern Baptist Convention Conservative resurgence.

He published eighteen books and his works are featured on the internationally
available radio and television program, Love Worth Finding, which is broadcast
in English and Spanish.[!] Rogers was also the founder of the Adrian Rogers
Pastor Training Institute for ministers, which is currently headed by his widow,
two sons, and a granddaughter.

In November 2005, Rogers contracted pneumonia of both lungs as a
complication of colon cancer treatments, and died following a period of
mechanical ventilation at the age of seventy-four.
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Adrian Rogers

' Born September 12, 1931

: West Palm Beach, Florida, United
| States

‘ Died November 15, 2005 (aged 74)

Memphis, Tennessee, United States

_ Nationality American

Occupation Pastor, Author, President of the
Southemn Baptist Convention

Religion  Southem Baptist

Spouse(s) Joyce Rogers

. Website ~ Love Worth Finding Ministries -

LWF.org (http:/www.lwf.org/)
- Adrian Rogers Pastor Training
Institute
(http://www.pastortraining.com)

Rogers served three times as president of the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest American Evangelical denomination with
16 million members. He was first elected to this post in 1979 on a platform of biblical inerrancy, and under his leadership, the
denomination shifted to a theologically conservative stance. Soon liberal and moderate seminary professors were dismissed. All
employees of SBC seminaries and the national office were required to affirm their adherence to the Baptist Faith and Message.

The denomination has remained conservative since Rogers' tenure as president.

Rogers's election as SBC president at the 1979 convention held in Houston, Texas, launched the Conservative resurgence in the
denomination, a movement pushed by the theologian Paige Patterson and the Houston judge Paul Pressler. In 2004, in a
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symposium at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, Pressler said that the real movers in the
Conservative resurgence who elected Rogers and the subsequent presidents were not he and Patterson but the independent-minded

laypersons who came for years to the annual conventions to be heard.[2]

On politics and social issues

Like many influential conservative pastors, Rogers participated in the advancement of a conservative political agenda in the
United States. He stated that Christians have a duty to be involved in government, and that it is a sin for a Christian to abstain from
voting in an election.

Familial dynamics was a recurrent issue for Rogers. He focused most closely on fathers that he labeled "drop-out dads." According
to Rogers, since the Bible emphasizes the paternal role in a family, the father should be the primary source of teaching in the
home. He was critical of fathers who do not fulfill this role: "We have dads today that are interested in sports, business, and sex.
They've forgotten their God-given assignments to teach the Ten Commandments [4] (http://www.leaderu.com/common
/adrianrogers.html)." He went on to say that social problems, such as gun violence, are the consequences of fathers avoiding this
responsibility.

On the topic of pastoral endorsement of political candidates, he wrote that it is a pastor's duty to influence the political decisions of
the members of the pastor's congregation. A pastor need not, however, endorse a specific candidate (and, under Internal Revenue
Service regulations, a church could lose its tax-exempt status for doing so). He wrote that "[i]f [a pastor] has done his job his
members will prayerfully and correctly use the standard of God's Word to select the right candidate."[5]
(http://www.christianity.com/partner/Article_Display Page/0,,PTID319326%7CCHID629244%7CCIID1662852,00.html)

In May 2003, Rogers, along with twenty-four other religious leaders and persons of influence, signed a letter sent from Gary
Bauer's conservative organization American Values to President George W. Bush. The letter criticizes President Bush's proposed
Road Map for Peace initiative as being too lax towards the Palestinians. The letter states in part, "Mr. President, it would be
morally reprehensible for the United States to be 'evenhanded’ between democratic Israel . . . and the terrorist infested Palestinian
infrastructure." [6] (http://www.ouramericanvalues.org/press_release_article.php?id=27)

Cecil Sherman writes in his autobiography that he once questioned Rogers about biblical inerrancy with reference to New
Testament passages that seem to support slavery. Sherman reports that Rogers replied: "I believe slavery is a much maligned

institution; if we had slavery today, we would not have this welfare mess."(31*] Though Rogers later signed up to a revised Baptist
Faith and Message to the effect that all races are equal before the Lord.[31(6]

Rogers was an adamant supporter of the pro-life movement, had stated that the institution of capital punishment is spiritually
ordained, and (along with other Southern Baptists) supported a boycott of Disney because of the company's perceived promotion
of homosexuality.[7] (http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/amResolution.asp?ID=435).

As a traditional Baptist, he opposed the use of alcohol and tobacco, frequently telling stories to warn of their dangers. One
particular story tells of a father who learned that his daughter had died while driving drunk, vowed revenge towards whoever had
sold her the alcohol, only to discover that she had taken the bottle from his own liquor cabinet.

"You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."

This quote appears frequently[7J81°] on the Internet and is often attributed to Dr. Rogers with an incorrect date of 1931. In fact, the
quotation is part of a longer sermon by Dr. Rogers' from 1984 in a larger series titled God’s Way to Health, Wealth and Wisdom

(CDA107),11% but it also appears as a passage in Dr. Rogers' 1996 work Ten Secrets for a Successful Family complaining that "by
and large our young people do not know either the importance or the value of honest labor".[11]

Rogers did not originate the quote at all. In fact, he did not claim to have originated it. Instead, he was citing almost verbatim a bit
of anti-Soviet propaganda that had circulated in many magazines in the early 1960's.112] The quote appeared before that in the
Congressional Record of 1958, where they were appended to the record by congressman Bruce Alger.[13] Alger had borrowed the

words from Gerald L. K. Smith, who had written them first in his magazine, The Cross and the Flag.['#] Since the quote was
attributed to Rogers in 2009, it has been regularly attributed to him; however, Rogers was essentially quoting Smith at the time.

Selected works

® Believe in Miracles but Trust in Jesus
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s Mastering Your Emotions

® God's Way to Health, Wealth and Wisdom

» The Power of His Presence

s Ten Secrets for a Successful Family

» Unveiling the End Times in Our Time

® The Incredible Power of Kingdom Authority

» What Every Christian Ought to Know

» Standing for Light and Truth

® Adrianisms (posthumous collection of quotes)

® Grace for the Widow (posthumous collection of unpublished material in appendix; book is written by his wife Joyce, to be
published January 2009)

See also

Southern Baptist Convention

List of Southern Baptist Convention affiliated people
Southern Baptist Convention Presidents

Southern Baptist Convention conservative resurgence
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Pastor Rogers Continues to
Recover

Pastor Rogers continues to recuperate well. Doctors
believe his recovery will be complete and expect that he
will feel even better than before the surgery. nGue
are Groups

Pastor underwent successful quadruple bypass surgery on Registration

March 16 after a routine exam the day before discovered

entennial Ce
rossroads Ce

and Dr. Rogers did not experience a heart attack or other Easter Worshij

symptoms. Evangelism E»
Banquet
. i . . Forerunners |
His stay in the hospital has produced some amazing ‘ Golf League
experiences. Dr. Rogers led a young man to Christ who Golf Tour
was also undergoing heart treatment. As Pastor shared the Gospel with him, God performed a Gospel Radio
spiritual heart transplant as the young man awaited treatment for his physical heart. Library Online
Memphis Pass
Doctors want Pastor to be fully recuperated before he returns and estimate he may be back in six to Pastor Rogers
eight weeks. Praise the Lord for allowing the surgery and recovery to go so well and please continue to Recover
to pray for Pastor Rogers as he recuperates and looks forward to being back in the pulpit soon. He Single Parent
sends his love and appreciation to all that have expressed concern and offered prayers for him. Conference
Sunday Care (
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Rev. Rogers and His
Island in the Sun

pleasures as administrator of the 3,500-member church,

ﬁl Sunday’s|theidress and mannerare

a litile subdued. Nol TOO subdued,
but the red pants and checkered coat have been
pul aside for something a litle more con

ventional

It is perfect church weather, perfect church
weather being too windy for fishing and loo nice

to stay inside.

He plays the perfect host, being gralteful thal
you came by and pleased everyone seems so
healthy and wouldn't It be nice if everyone had

remembered (o bring a [riend.
There Is a little reminder here aboul that
“Never, NEVER come to church without in

viting someane, Gel Lo know the people around

you. If you are new here. fill out a visitor eard
and we'll send a welcome letler later. Now
how about everyone singing.™
And saints be praised, they stand up as one,
twelve or fifteen hundred people, from leeny-
hoppers to grandmothers, and' they sing
The name of the man leading all those people,
Is Adrian Plerce Rogers, as handsome and
dynamic a paslor as any Hollywood casting
agency could ask for.
The place that Adrian Rogers buill as much as
any single man, is a milllon-dollar sprawling
complexity known as the First Baplisl Chureh of

Merrilt Island
You shouldn't have had lo ask, reaily, The two

are synonymous
If the world ie REAL LI Y caing (0 hall ne enme

Adrian
congregation in Brevard County, the First Baptist Church of

Merritt Island. In this article, he discusses his pressures and

pastor of

Pierce Rogers is

By John McAleenan

singing along with Mr. Rogers, and while one
may [ind some argument with the fun-
damentalist Southern Baptis! philosophy, with
its strict literal translalion of the Bible and
mixed gencrously with an 1gelistic fervor —
you cannol argue wilh ¢

And success shrouds the First Baplist Church

of Merritt Island like Icing on a cake.

It has not become a suc g I
some who are simply
distasteful the relentless evangelism thal Rogers
I8 s0 good at.

Il Rogers Is bothered by this criticism, it Is not
evident, mostly because he Is oo busy being
guide, prophet, pastor and administralor to what
is" easily the largest church complex in the
county, and cerlainly one of the largest in the

stale.
“Selling and packaging religion? Sure, I'll do

whatever is honest and legitimale lo gel people
Into the church. I have no apology for thal:"' The
issue is put lo rest

Gelting people inlo lhe church, saving Lheir
souls and collecling Just a liltle of their money, Is
very much a fact of life at the First Baplist
Church of Merritt Island

The Lord’s work costs money, and in Roger's
case, he is responsible for coming up with
exaclly $4,188.40 EVERY week just lo pay the
bills, Thal's break-even money

The 1972 budgel is into (he six figures, $425,795

and marionon

IR Ea avarrd Dand rollroront

the

largest

There s a by

highest paid at 16,445 a ye
provided by the church rent

the $50,000 class, Lhe mileag |
and occasionally there is a modest speaking
Sa let's spy e are lalking aboul $2

year which, when you think about it do
seem a high price [or someone running a §
million dollar church

What all th oes each year s,
lake a decp

Bible confer
missionarics ¢
through. Cholrs, nu
and Brevard's
roller
CEramics
lessons. Pol [
kindergarten
proclaimed s V'

ce and Sunday schools$
¢ siripe or another pass
ries, n library, saunaid
st bowling alley. A
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best in Prevard. 8

Rogers Is unders
pointing oul repealedly that If you are golsg
provide services, you have to have the m
“My feel the higger we are, the®
economical we can do Lhings Look, there is
single Institution in Brevard, church or o8
mare people Lo It morge

wise, thal draws
sistently than we do.

Statistics aside, lel's look al the man
moment. Brevard mod-ish would cerlainly
pseription. Everyll

nonnshial

an accurale
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‘I just try the best | can
to be relevant...
helping people
day by day
| using the
Bible.’
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intinued

The guestion is purused. Reading some of the.

we daring conlemporary literature MIGHT
roaden one’s horizon, might it not?

Yeah,"" savs Rogers, “‘and it migh! do more
n that, too, Look, I'll tell vou about these
ngs. Mavbe the Lord has given me some in
ght or something, but | don’t think it takes too
uch savvy to know what's going on in the world
hese davs

\s one of the leaders in opposition to the
emingly countless jai-alai referendums that

have caused Brevard controversy over the
1 | is somewhatl surprising to learn from
Mr. Hogers that there is NOT, repeat nol, an

it I tream of broken pambling refugees
ip al his church
W I'm still opposed Lo it, if that's what you
but we have survived, and there jus!
kind of pro
ng, (o tell vou the truth
1 ' haven't had t
< pause (or an explanalion here, the
\plain tf fiflerence hetween
\drian Rogers and jarala

schwartz, It's a line that come
! I'he difference between me
ri that | desl with problem

th profits

1 n Hogers has not been o jai-alar, of
and has no inlention of going. He sort of
with impatience at what he must consider
pertinent question
Well. | wouldn't go because well, if 1 did it
be like giving it my approval
osome other things, say, oh, how about sex
education? In the schools?

PALE W

Rev. Rogers talks with a member of his congregation.

Mr. Rogers takes a deep breath. “‘Nope. i
belangs in the home and church.” Bul what il a
person doesn’t go to church — and 1s not getting
any education at home? “Well, I'd rather
gamble on thal pessibility, none at all, than
having the wrong type person teaching the kids.
We've gotten along fairly well without sex
education all these years — | think we can do
without il now "'

“You see, when vou ‘teach’ sex in class, that
would seem like you were giving it an en-
dorsement. That would be a greater evil than
ignarance, 1 think

“1've never been a crusader for or against sex
education. My feelings about it are nol really
that delined, (o tell you the truth. My mind is not
that sharp on the subject.”

“I'm not a prude about sex but T think you
have to remember what God had in mind. When
he said ‘Thou Shalt Not..' what he really meant
was don't hurt yourseli. | think we need to keep
sex in the context of God

How aboul Vielnam? Should anyvone go
anymore? “Well, il vou feel deeply about not

going, il God is TELLING vou not to go, then you
have to obey God. But 1 personally believe you
have to obev our laws for God's sake Yes,
certainly there can be bad laws, but 1 feel
obeving the law would be the lesser of two evils
It's either that or anarchy

All those kids in Canada wauld he favor
amnesty? “No, they are wrong, but I'm nol their
judge. Il my son, who is 18, didn’t want lo go,
were he drafted, then all T could tell him would
be to be true to his own heart

There is a pause here and Mr. Rogers sighs,
and announces: ‘‘Look, there are lots of
problems around today that | don't even pretend
to have the answer to.”

Womens Lib? “Those women, they think they

TODAY'S SUNRISE

are making progress when they are really going:
backwards Yep God put them on a pedestal =
and now they want to get down. Oh, there are
probably some elements of truth in [hel
movemen!. the things they are seeking, but'l
think if anything, MAN is inferior, not women, |
think a woman's place is at home, taking careof
the children ™

Pre-marital sex is out. The Pill, however, is
okay. Abortion is & SIN except for those which
result from extreme cases, such as rape and’
incest and such. There is a little phrase Rogers
has for this one: “Those people, those who want
abortions. they are people whe want (o sow their
oats then have crop fatlure ™

Alcohol and the wide range of drugs tnat

are available in our societly today Mr. Rogers
labels as “‘svnthetic salvation.™

As for his own role in the church, and with the
people, Rogers says 1 just try the best 1 can i
be relevant helping people day by day, using
the Bible " About his church: “we don't hiye
ALL the truth here and we don't claim that
nobody has the truth but us.”

He has absolutely no patience with some of his
fellow clergy who are in the streets burinng
draft card files and plotting disruptions of one
kind or another He {rowns at the very thwghtd
it

“I think people are sick of the kind of junk:]
guess | can understand the concern — bulal
best, thal's the wrong method to go about
changing things | say pray — and let God march
on Washingtlon

“1 feel if vou get right with God, things wil
work oul. That may be naive, but that's hew |
feel ;

John McAleenan, a former TODAY 1I‘|:|Hﬂ'-"

a free-lance writer based in Corou
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Florida Convention Denies Stetson Federal Aid

(See néws from ofher conventions on
pages 9 and 12)

Florida adopted a policy statement
forbidding federal grants to institutions
and in effect told Stetson University
that if it accepted any additional
grants, convention financial support
would be withdrawn. An attempt to
delete a budget allocation to Stetson,
a private Baptist school in Deland,
Fla., failed by a 60 to 40 per cent
margin. Earlier this yecar Stetson had
accepted federal grants totaling $844,.
557 10 construct a new science building
and a new law school building. -The
convention adopted a resolutigh which
stipulated that any Florids Baptist
Convention agency or insfitytion, in-
cluding Stetson which technically is
not owned by the convention, which
receives a federalygrant will automati-
cally cease to receive Cooperative Pro-
gram funds from the state budget. A
motion to strikc out the 1967 alloca-
tion of $149820 to Stetson was de-
feated by a big margin. The executive
board of the convention had recom-
mended a reduction in the Stetson allo-
cation from $269,700 last year to
$149,820 for the coming year.

Adrian T. Rogers, pastor from Mer-
ritt Island, Fla., made the motion that
the Stetson allocation be deleted and
he got strong support from Homer
Lindsay, Jr., pastor of Northwest
Church in Miami. At least a dozen
speakers, most of them Stetson gradu-
ates, opposed this proposal.

There was heated debate over the
establishment of a new Baptist junior
college at West Palm Beach,
Strong opposition was expressed to
the proposal but it was adopted by a
61 to 39 vote ratio. The convention's
action approved activating the elec-
tion of trustees for the college and au-
thorized trustees to conduct a state
wide fund drive to raise $1 million.

Moore Named Ohio Editor

Ohio adopted its first million-dollar
budget and grected a new editor —
L. H. Moore who for 10 years has
been editor of the Ilinois Baptist, The
record budget totaled $1,108,117 rep-
resenting an increase of $244,077 over
the 1966 budget. The new editor suc-
ceeds Lynn M. Davis, Jr. who is now
editorial supervisor in the Sunday
School Board's office of denomina-
tional relations.

Racial Prejudice Deplored
Resolutions deploring racial preju-
dice and discrimination and calling
for prayer for the war in Viet Nam
were adopted by the California Con-
vention. A motion calling for the South-
ern Baptist Convention to reaffirm its
opposition to the acceptance of tax
money for the support of any South-
ern Baptist institution was  “enthusi-
astically and overwhelmingly adopted,”
observers reported. The motion came

following a strong speech by Lloyd
Simmons, president of California Bap-

" tist College in Riverside, who

any encroachment of the principle of
scparation of church and state.
“Destroy the wall between church
and state and you will ultimately de-
stroy religious liberty,” Simmons de-
clared. “We cannot have religious lib-
erty without aepamion of church and

state. We might just as well dcsuoy'

theM-ngunuwdawuy

Tn other action, the convention voted
to ask a Negro pastor to preach the
annual convention sermon next year
in Reno, Nev. He is Reuben Scott,
pastor of a Southern Baptist-affiliated
Negro church in Fresno, Calif,

The convention also adopted a reso-
lution pledging support for Governor-
elect Ronald Reagan and his cam-

paign promise to work for strong

control of pornographic and obscene
literature,

your

BIBLES REBOUND
We will rebuild, resew (M nocessary) use the
st m*nd imitarion leather. Colors—black.
red. or white. We pay retwe postage

oa nteed. i returned
;uun:'"l $5.00. Fulpit and large family Bities are

SCALF'S BIBLE RINDERY
028 Walsut Ave., Wimston-Sales, N. C. ITHO

| o

OUISBURG COLLEGE

retated. Curvicula’
church-related. in Liberal Aﬂs
ewional and terminal Bt R
raten. Summaer School June Il-J-lp
28, 1967, Wihe for esmalog.

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Loslsderg College Loshwbarg. N. C.

14

6% INTEREST 1

Colorado Southern Baptist
Church Loan Bonds

Tear out and mail 1o
Bill Landers, ADM,
Colorado Baptist General
Convention
P. 0. Box 22005
Denver, Colorado 80222
Name
Addreas

———— e ————— =

NS NEEE I T——

WHY TAKE LESS? INTEREST PAID




Socnhz
o
NEW HOPE CHURCH
DEDICATES
It was your sec-
nnryn great joy
with a
of other
pastors in the
dedication of the
new  auditorium
of the New Hope
Church, Mayo.
Ten years ago
this church started
i~ broke ground, and
viep by step, with the men doing
the work as the money came in (0
do . this church has moved
sicadily forward for ten years, Now
they have one of the most beauti-
ful small auditoriums in the state
of Florida. They dedicated this
beautiful auditorium of 250-seat
capacity debt free. The conserva-
tive cost of the building would be
$15.000 to $18,000, if it were con-
tracted. However, with the church
membership doing the work, the
total cost of the building and fur-
nishings was slightly less than
$6.000. The beloved pasior, Claude
Killian, has been with this church
seven years. Under his wise guid-
he has mmlpd this
© move

u'mfieu t o
has
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ays... EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

PAUL A MEIGS, Secretary

EVANGELISTIC CONFERENCE

The annual Florida Baptist Evangelistic Conference will begin at 7:00
o'clock Tuesday night, January 10, and will conclude following the eve-

ning service, Thursday, January 12.

1o the conference will come praying
for a spiritual mountain-top ex-
perience.

We are thankful for the person-
nel, whom wc consider the best,

t-of -stak
Florida pAMon and other leaders.

W. A. Criswell will be with us
from Dallas, Texas, where he is
pastor of the largest Baptist Church
n the world—First Baptist Church,
Dallas. Dr. Criswell has been with
us before and we welcome him to
Florida again in this capacity.
Among other contemporary mes-
sages that he will bring to the con-
ference is the message entitled,
“The Moral Life of the Man of
God,” and also, “The Word of God
for Today's World."

Charles Howard, who was head
of the Bible Department of Camp-
bell College for twenty-one years
and is now emeritus (since 1959),
is returning to be on our Evange-
listic Conference program this year.
Dr. Howard is Founder-President
of the Howard Memorial Fund,
whose more than seven hundred
and fifty student recipients are on
their fields of service at home and
abroad. Most of the money used by
these students has been returned
and used over again from one o
five times.

C. E. Autrey, beloved Conven-
tion-wide Director of the Division
of Evangelism of the Home Mission
Board, will speak to the E'IE
listic Conference this

Cmquulﬂvvu‘h Evanphk

William E I'IIIII is  Associate
Professor of New Testament Inter-
pretation of Southern Theo-
logical Seminary in lle. We
welcome Dr. Hull back to the state.
His messages are fresh and most

We hope that each person coming
us from the Church Music Depart-
ment of Nashville, and welcome his
return to Florida and an Evange-
listic Conference.

A number of our Florida leaders
will participate on the program this
year. C. Roy Angell, one of the best
loved men of our state, will bring
two messages to the conference.
Dr. Angell is the author of several
books and is former pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Miami

Edgar R. Cooper, president of
the Florida Baptist Convention, and
pastor of the North Park Baptist
Church, Orlando, will bring a mes-
sage to the conference entitled,
“The Primary Spiritual Needs of
Florida Baptists.” We are happy
that Brother Cooper can be on the
program and bring this timely mes-

“‘:rolh:r Adrian Rogers, beloved
pastor of the First Baptist Church
of Merrit Island, will bring a mes-
sage to the conference entitled,
“The Church—The Ev |

let
+ New Yuﬁ

Then, how 'nldul we are fo
other choice pastors of our state
who will bring one devotional mes-
sage each 1o the conference, as fol-
lows:

James H. Wright, Jr, pastor,
Central Church, Pensacola, “The
Need of Revival™; Douglas Watter-
son, pastor, First Church, Vero
Beach, “Man's Need for Freedom™;

Hugh Beasley, pastor, Clearlake
Church, Cocoa, “Samples for
Christ”; Carroll U. Kendrick, Jr.,
pastor, First Church, Neptune
Beach, “Repent or Perish™; A. P.

Minshew, pastor, First Church,
Fort Myers, “Deepening Our Spir-
itual Lives™; John L, Pelham, %:
tor, First Church, Palatka, *
Need of Power in our Work™;
and J. W. Oppert, pastor, Terry
Parker Church, Jacksonville, “The
Way of Revival.”

We are also happy that Robert
L. Hughes, one of our Southern
Baptist evangelists, who lives in
Pensacola, will bring a message to

Task Force.™ N

the conf e entitled, “The De-
mands of Compassion.”

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION

joscrumne Sxscutive Secretary
WORD FROM MISSIONARIES

We have just received a letter
from the Dottson Mills who are
serving as Florida missionaries in
Jamaica. The following is an ex-
cerpt from this letter:

“As you pgive through your
church to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for Foreign Missions
you will appreciate knowing that
you are helping 1o construct b.dly
needed Christian

mmm
umum'mu.—-

Missionaries in every Ield have

ally for lhe pmmlng of land and
of the work.

ings and to establish new Iapm(
witness in different arcas_of Jamai-
ca. Kingston has only seven Baptist
Churches to serve almost a million

inspiring. This year his messages ooople

will be of an expositional nature
from the Sermon on the Mount.

Florida Baptists are fortunate to
have Dr. Rubens Lopes with us this
year. He is recognized as a leader
of the Crusade of the Americas
movement and his coming is most
lunn; The title of his message is
“The Crusade of the Americas.”
Earl Peacock, one of our mission-
aries, will serve as interpreter for
1 \
n:;‘ Joe Ann Shelton, who is
beloved throughout our Southern
Baptist Convention for her Icader-
ship in the Baptist Hour program,
will be with us as featured nﬂ.
Truly, she is a marvelous Chris-
tian and a wonderful singer.

W. Hines Sims will be with us to

lead the tional singing. We
mehmb

“We are still ‘alone’ here in Ja-
maica for we have no other mis-
sionary couple to help us, We des-
perately need a couple for Christian
Education and Radio-Television
work."

anl-u missionaries and Chris-
tians of many nationalities working
side by side. Try to imagine your-
self standing beside them and at
work with them. That is really
what you do through your prayers
and gifts,

Have you given to the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering” If not,
it isn’t too late to give to this offer-
ing |hmugl\ your church.

$30,000.00 ISSUE

670 CHURCH BONDS
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~upon Dr. Maguire who referred to the highlights in the report up to
- Recommendations.

‘ Willard read Recommendatxon 2, under Recommendations and
- Goals, which was adopted. He read Recommendatlon 3, noting that
Recommendation 13, as in the Book of Reports, should come under
. Recommendation 3, as it is a part of Field Missions. There was a motion
v and second to adopt. Since time for this report had expired, action was

* deferred to the evening session.

1

14. Phil Maxwell presented the report of the Committee on the
¢ Annuity Board which was adopted. (See page 124) Maxwell introduced
- R. Alton Reed, executive secretary of the Annuity Board, who spoke to
b the report.

President Monroe led the closing prayer of the session.

TUESDAY EVENING

“~ 15. The Stetson University Glee Club, under the direction of Prof.
~Harold M. Giffin, presented an inspiring program of music. -

. The Bible message by Dr. Pinnock was based upon 2 Corinthians 4:3.
: He closed with prayer.

‘~ 16. (1) The Report of the State Board of Missions was again
'f;‘considered. (13) Recommendation 2 was again presented. H. Talmadge
i Smith offered a motion to amend:

' Any institution or agency of the Florida Baptist State Con-
vention, including Stetson University, which receives federal
grants shall immediately cease receiving Cooperative Program
funds.

After much discussion a motion for the previous question passed.
The motion on the amendment was passed by a standing vote, 517 for,
358 against.

Adrian Rogers moved that the Report of the State Board of Missions
be amended so as to delete the allocation granting Stetson University
454% in the 1966-67 budget. After much discussion the body was
';alled to prayer, led by T. M. Johns. The motion on the amendment
ailed.

Mervin Altman offered a motion to increase the budgeted 4.54%
for Stetson University to 8.7%. A motion to table passed.

A motion calling for the previous question passed.

A motion to adopt Recommendation 3, with the amendent, passed.
(2) After ]. Ollie Edmunds, President of Stetson University, spoke
foncerning the University, he moved the adoption of the Report of John

&
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Florida Baptist State Convention

November 8-10, 1966

(Continued from last week)

Tuesday Evening Session
The Convention was called to order by President James Monroe
and W, G. Stroup presented the Stetson Glee Club, under the direction

21) Retirement Plans for Pastors, Church
Staff, Board Employees 220,000.00

22) Southern Baptist COLLEGE AND
CAREER News in High School

200.00

Advertising 5,000.00
(24) Workmen's Compensation and

of Professor Harold M. Giffin, for its annual concert before the Con- Liability Insurance 2,000.00
vention. As has been the case for a good mny years, this concert (25) Extra Help 1,000.00
proved again to be one of the inn ———— — (26) Moving se of
tptnng highlights of the Conven- agency of lhl Pland.l Baptist Con- New y 2,000.00
vention, including Stetson Univer- (27) President's Travel $00.00
Tht Bible message by Clark H. sity, which receives Federal grants (28) State Board Meetings 9,000.00
Pinnock pointed up the obsession shall immediately cease receiving (29) State Board Committee
of this age with the theme of death Cooperative Program Funds. Meetings 1,500.00
and the sure hope which the Chris- After heated debate, a motion 1o (30) Miscellaneous Convention aalhe
tian has 1o offer the world because amount proposed = 000,
of the resurrection of Christ. ::‘::ou:klo S-t‘x:: = ‘h:an:l' (31) Personnel Conferences 1,000.00
Consideration of the Report of budget was defeated (32) Publication and Mailing
the State Board of Missions being A motion which pr o of Annuals 7,750.00
presented by Conrad Willard was oo " "lpuu.n"d'm o (33) State Convention Program
resumed, after having been con- g0 lnllnl y:’,'. £7% of the Expense 500.00
tinued from the affernoon session, 2 wes ! (34) State Convention Special
during which Recommendation 1 £ Committee Expense 2,500.00
had been The budget as proposed, with (3%) Printing Book of Reports 1,200.00
The followin the amendment above stated, was (36) Office Equipment and
g amendment was pme:
adopted after discussion by lh- then . Recommendations | M"""“"‘“‘. 7.500.00
s "Any i and 2 re " to the budget were (37) General Utility
—_— = Secretaries (2) 7,600.00
IICOMMINI)AM AND GOAU (38) Unanticipated
1. That the Convention continue its present policy of increasing by one L 31,867.81
per cent annually up to the 50-50 basis our gifts 10 state and world- (39) Public Affairs Committee 1.500.00
v\dtuummd’lb-tmcwmnqchnphmlwlhyul (40) State Deaf Conference $ 500,00
1966-67, based on an operating budget of $3,300,000, according to (41) Payments on Note, Assembly
the single plan, with the division of our funds being 55 per Section, Lake Yale
cent for state causes and 45 per cent for worldwide causes. Baptist Assembly 60.000.00
2. That within the state, our current operations percentage division be (42) Cost of All Audits $,500.00
(1) Field Missions 36 (43) Pilot , Chair of Bible,
(2) Swetson University 4.54 University of Sou& Florida,
(3) Ministerial Education 35 Tampa 1,200.00
(4) Florida Baptist Children's Home 53 (44) Proposed Increases
(5) Baptist Bible Institute (operations) 455 (Cost of Living Supplement
(6) Baptist Bible Institute (capital needs—library) 326 for Employees) 33,600.00
(7) Florida Baptist Retirement Centers 1.0 B. Institutional Missions, 19% $ 627,000.00
55 % ( 1) Florida Baptist Children's
(These percentages lesy designations of churches around am Home $174,900.00
particular wm.m-:)'h ; g ( 2) Steson University 149,820.00
Current g budget r ded ()] Mn-u:luafnnm 11,550.00
A. Field Missions, 36% $1,188,000.00 ( ) Beptint ntinte
( 1) Office of Executive Secretary- (operations) .. _150,150.00
Treasurer $ 34,342.00 ( % Baptist Bible Institute (capital
( 2) Office of Asst. Executive needs—library) 107,580.00
tary 21,515.2% ( 6) Florida Baptist Retirement
( 3) Accounting Office 29,788.25 |k Cesten 33.000.00
( 4) Promotion Office 35,425.25 'rodf $1,815,000.00
( 5) Field Secretaries Program  132,868.00 (Continued on page 5)
( 6) Publicity (Witness) 10,000.00
( 7) Training Union
Department 66,272.50
( 8) Sunday School
74,957 .50
( 9) Student Department 107,865.00
(10) Brotherhood Department § 38,191.00
(11) Church Music
Department 39,174.50
(12) Enn'tl.nm and Vocational
uidance Department 25,938.50
am Cl.lnpl and Assemblies
t 41,100.00
(14) W. M. U. Auxiliary 59,585.00
(15) Florida Baptist
Foundation 22974.44
(16) Central Service Section 10,450.00
(17) Recording Secretary’s
Expense 535.00
(18) Pastoral Ak 6,000.00
(19) Florida Baptist
Historical Socie 600.00
(20) Life lnsurance, &



Penny
FBW Nov. 24, 1966 p. 3


January 26, 1967

THE EDITOR’S PAGE

The 1967 Evangelistic Conference

Long regarded as something of an annual “preachers’ revival,” the
State Evangelistic Conference in Orlando last week brought confession,
revival and challenge to more than 2,000 people from all over Florida
This was the largest attendance ever witnessed at the conference

The meeting was marked by anticipation which gave it excitement,
earnestness which gave it stability, humor which gave it delight, fellow-
ship which gave it warmth, and devotion which gave it depth.

The IICIII welcome of Host Pastor Henry A. Parker and his people
to the i facilities of First Baptist Church
made the overflow cru-d feel at home from the very first session

The of Evangelism Secretary Paul A. Meigs and Pastors
Carl A. Howell, Carl W. Houston and Hankins F. Parker kept the ses-
sions moving smoothly.

The devotional of Pastors James H. Wright, Jr., Douglas
Watterson, Hugh Beasley, Carroll U. Kendrick, Jr., A. P. Minshew, John
L. Pelham and J. W. Oppert stimulated the minds of the throngs in at-
tendance, laying a good found for the hing and p hing of the
featured speakers who followed

The congregational singing under the direction of W. Hines Sims with
Mrs. W. G. Stroup at the organ and Mrs. Paul A. Meigs at the piano,
warmed our hearts, strengthened our fellowship and sharpened our spir-
itual perceptiveness. The numbers done by the choir of the host church
and by the Florida Baptist Male Chorus made a worthy contribution to
the meeting. Solos by Lowell Leistner, Al Fennell and Mrs. June Reaves
were greatly appreciated

The impact of the messages of Guest Soloist Joe Ann Shelton was

the Gospel from his pulpit on Sunday unless he has witnessed it person-
to-person during the week.”

The messages of our own inimitable C. Roy Angell were further
proof that there is a depth of heart-warmth, a breadth of compassionate
yearning and a length of pahem praying that come only with years of
experiencing both joy and pain. How we thank God for these more ma-
ture brethren in the faith like Dr. Angell and Dr, Howard.

And then, how encouraged we were lor the future ol our worl by
the scripturally rich, li
Holy Spirit implanted sermon by Adnu\ P. Rogers. No more e"eclwe
single message was delivered at the conference and we are grateful to
this young pastor for it

The one most impressive thread that ran throughout the program of
this conference was the greater-than-usual emphasis upon the need of the
preacher of the Gospel personally for conviction, confession, revival and
renewed commitment to personal witnessing as well as evangelistic
preaching

To illustrate the effectiveness of this emphasis on others as well as
myself, here is a testimony brought to me the day after the conference
by one of our splendid young pastors in the state, Thomas M. Pinner, Jr
He wrote

“The great Evangelistic Conference just completed in Orlando was
inspiring to all. But I came away with something more important than

d that was rep

On the last day of the conference 1 was struck by the thought that
here 1 had been listening to the speakers encourage evangelism and wit-
nessing—and 1 had not taken the time to witness even once during the
conference! It was a humiliating thing for God to reveal. If it were true
of me, how many times was this failure to witness repeated? Here we
were, sorrowing that our congregations “back home™ were not soul-
winners—and the congregation I was part of was composed of ministers
dedicated to witnessing for Christ. In Orlando was assembled the largest

tremendous. Her beautiful voice, her careful ion, her P
hensive interpretation, her splendid arr in hymn b

and her excellent judgment in choice of music all combined to make of
her solos extremely effective leadership in real worship experiences.

The speakers delivering major addresses were so scheduled on the
program by Dr. Meigs that their messages tended throughout to comple-
ment and strengthen each other for the strongest possible total result.

Professor William E. Hull's expositions on the Beatitudes and on the
Lord’s Prayer were sharp and quick and powerful, as the word of God
properly presented should be. His own keen mind yielded to the Spirit
makes for a distinctive and refreshing experience around the Word for
his hearers — in an evangelistic conference as readily as in the seminary
classroom.

W. A. Criswell's preaching (after he finishes with the introductory
responses, jokes and stories) is another example of what a preacher who
yields heart, mind and voice to God in his very own way, after having
them steeped in the Scriptures, can do in power-filled preaching. Watch-
ing and hearing him preach, one gets in the spiritual realm a fecling much
like he gets in the physical realm when watching a pile driver or a great
carth-moving machine at work, that while needed things are being driven
home others are being completely relocated

It is almost impossible to listen to C. E. Autrey, whatever his sermon
subject may be, without having one’s own sense of values renewed and
re-established about the importance of two things, (1) a heart-experien-
ced and life-expressed Christianity, and (2) the urgent need for consist-
ent and continuing witness to the lost

There are still few, if any, men among us who possess the spiritual
heart-power in preaching that the Lord still makes it possible for Charles
Howard to exert in such overflowing abundance of words rushing from
the intensely serious to the delightfully humorous and back again, as if
all the joys of the Christian faith must be shared NOW-—lest there be
no more chance to declare the good news

Then, the challenge of Rubens Lopes of Brazil, speaking through Mis-
sionary H. Earl Peacock as interpreter, to commit ourselves wholeheart-
edly to the Crusade of the Americas for 1969 made us doubly glad we
had already declared our intention of being part of what it now appears
may be the largest single evangelistic effort undertaken in all Christian
history

Our own Florida brethren who had major program assignments mea-
sured up fully and added richly to the total value of the conference

The address of Convention President Edgar R. Cooper called earnest-
ly for having the mind of Christ in us—in sanctification, sacrifice and
simplicity

The study of the demands of compassion, presented by Robert L.
Hughes, was deeply thought-provoking and was concluded with the some-
what disturbing declaration that “No preacher has a right to proclaim

g on in Florida o d of ministers of the Gospel and—what
lmp.lc( had we made on Orlando?

“It reminded me of the speaker at chapel during seminary days. He
was concerned for souls and told how be witnessed to the seminary jan-
itor—and discovered he was the first one who ever had!

“I hope I was the only minister who failed to witness during the two
days that were dedicated to encouraging evangelism and witnessing.”

We have a feeling that a great many more who attended the confer-
ence came to a similar realization. If they didn't they should have, and
it they did it will surely mean that more witnessing will be done in the
days ahead of us WwGS
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Adrian

By MICHAEL FOUST
Baptist Press

CORDOVA, Tenn. (BP)-Adrian Rogers,
who helped lead the Southern Baptist
Convention back to its biblical, histori-
cal roots, announced his retirement as
pastor of the Memphis-area Bellevue
Baptist Church Sept. 12.

Rogers’ retirement is effective next
spring, although a specific date has not
yet been given. The goal is to have a
new pastor in place when Rogers
leaves. Making the announcement on
his 73rd birthday, Rogers read a letter
to the church, which has some 27,000
members.

“Now comes a time that we all knew
would come when [ should announce
my retirement as pastor of Bellevue
Baptist Church,” Rogers said in the
statement that has since been posted
on the church website. “Nevertheless,

until | draw my last breath.”

Health, Rogers said, “is not a factor”
in the decision. He had triple bypass
heart surgery March 16.

“I thank God for my recov-
ery and growing vitality and
hope for many good years
ahead,” Rogers said.

Rogers is a native of West
Palm Beach who served as
pastor of Parkview Baptist
Church in Fort Pierce and
First Baptist Church of Mer-
ritt Island before being called to
Bellevue in 1972.

Ken Whitten, pastor of Tampa’s
Idlewild Baptist Church, told Florida
Baptist Witness that he had “mixed
emotions” about Rogers’' retirement.
While “saddened” for Bellvue, he is
“elated” for Rogers and his wife “who
have labored, sacrificed, shepherded

and ministered” for 34 years.

“Dr. Adrian Rogers is my spiritual
father in the ministry, and one for
whom ! will always be grateful that I

was given the privi-
lege of serving un-

der his godly
leadership for eight
years. All that |

know about leader-
ship, preaching,
vision, and integri-
ty, 1 learned at his
feet He will always
be my pastor, counselor and friend.
There are literally thousands of pastors
who would make that same confes-
sion,” Whitten told the Witness.
“When 1 think of where we would
be as a Southern Baptist denomination
without Adrian Rogers, [ shudder,”
Whitten added. “For such a time as this,

God raised up a giant in our midst to

ROGERS

September 16, 2004 « Florida Baptist Witness

turn an entire denomination back to
its roots, moorings and foundation of
believing the inspired, infallible and
inerrant Word of God. 1 believe that
when history is written, we will all
know that was his greatest mark.”

Upon retirement, Rogers said he
plans on continuing the Love Worth
Finding radio and television ministry.
He also plans on ministering through
the recently established Adrian Rogers
Pastor Training Institute and teaching
at Mid America Baptist Theological
Seminary. He will continue attending
Bellevue Baptist.

“These and other opportunities will
keep me challenged and busy,” Rogers
said. “I also plan to spend more quality
time with my family.”

Rogers was called as pastor of Belle-
vue Baptist in 1972, succeeding Ram-
sey Pollard, who had served as pastor
since 1960. The church became a

Rogers announces retirement from Bellevue

1 will not retire from the ministry

prominent SBC congregation under
the leadership of R.G. Lee, who served
as pastor from 1927 to 1960.

Rogers' election as president of the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1979
helped spark what is known as the con-
servative resurgence-a period in which
the denomination returned to its histor-
ical, orthodox roots and a commitment
to biblical inerrancy. After choosing not
to run for reelection in 1980, Rogers
was elected president again in 1986 and
1987. A conservative has won the presi-
dency every year since 1979-

In 1999-2000 Rogers served as chair-
man of the Baptist Faith and Message
Study Committee, which revised South-
ern Baptists’ statement of belief by
clarifying the denomination’s core
doctrines. It was adopted by the 2000
SBC annual meeting in Orlando.
[Florida Baptist Witness contributed
to this story.]



reacner at neuevue wnne iney were searcning ior
jrimed to preach, already in Memphis, when word
to present a young man from Florida to preach in
[ got bumped. Adrian was called, and I was in the

elected president of the SBC. | came into a room
Adrian had come out earlier and endorsed my
He said something to the effect of, ‘I promised
L Our people have chosen my friend Jim Henry to
my president, and I will pray for and support him
stand together.” That kind of statesmanship was
ncouragement meant more than these words can

it for spiritual nurture and church relations of the
rved as SBC president from 1996-98.

he conservative resurgence, I never saw on Adrian’s
e attitude. In those rooms sometimes, there were
igry about what was being said about them. The
his voice and moderation had an effect on all of us.
than the most of us. He was very incisive. He could
vould trace it all the way to its end. He would say,
at in the long run it won't be good for the Kingdom
vhat he was in public - very gracious and incisive.”
wood Baptist Church in Plano, Texas, who served

in 1975, was amazed by his preaching ability,
. So I called and made an appointment and then
in Bartlesville, where he was preaching a revival
Silvers. I was in awe. The warmth of his person-
;, a young preacher, encouraged me. I soaked up
teen in the presence of a man of God.

Saptist Church in Daytona Beach, who currently

hair still uncombed, barefoot and in his undershirt
e he was... the already legendary, Dr. Adrian Rogers!
ik the words publicly that would fire one of the
e an unprecedented and historical victory in the
them Baptist Convention.

[ was sitting there on the edge of his hotel bed
ragement to become the pastor of the First Baptist

who had driven his pastor, Bob Mowery, to this

Rogers had taken time out of his intense and
nd very ordinary and inexperienced guy like me.
agement has stayed with me throughout all these
o be accessible to others on their journey for Jesus.”

dine to: www.FloridaBaptistWitness.com and look

be in everlasting remembrance.”

BP photo by Morris Abernathy

Thousands say goodbye to Adrian Rogers ‘til heaven

CORDOVA, Tenn. (BP)-A golden, 8-foot shep-
herd’s staff leaned against the casket.

Inside, next to the body of Adrian Rogers,
was an open Bible - his Bible. He had scribbled
notes in the margins. He had highlighted vers-
es, including Psalm 112:1-6, which concludes:
“Surely he shall not be moved forever: The
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.”

Thousands at Bellevue Baptist Church in sub-

urban Memphis, Tenn. gathered Nov. 17 to
remember Rogers -
their pastor, their fam-
ily member, their
mentor, their friend.
Rogers died Nov. 15 at
age 74 after a struggle
with cancer and dou-
ble pneumonia.

In March, masses
packed Bellevue to
celebrate the life and ministry of Rogers, who
retired after serving the church as pastor for 32
years. Thursday evening, just eight months
later, they returned — this time to say goodbye.

Throughout the service, speakers recalled
Rogers’ loving adoration of his family, his kind-
ness and his sense of humor. They remembered
Rogers as a man who refused to compromise
God’s Word, who preached it unashamedly and
who desired more than anything to see lost
people “come to Jesus.”

“He was my hero, my knight in shining
armor, who was always there to slay my drag-
ons,” said Janice Edmiston, Rogers’ daughter.
“My comforter through the hardest of times. My
counselor whose words were a deep well of wis-
dom that I could draw freely from.”

Edmiston spoke of the love between Rogers
and his wife Joyce, “one of the greatest love sto-
ries this world has ever known.” Rogers never
dated another girl. He often said that he and
Joyce met in the fourth grade but didn’t get seri-
ous until the sixth grade.

Edmiston also recalled her father’s conta-
gious positive spirit, and his ability to put a

positive spin on everything - even the cancer
that would eventually claim his life.

“This is good for me,” Edmiston recalled her
father saying about the cancer. “It's given me
something to focus on, kind of like a hobby.”

Her emotional eulogy was her “tell-all” story
about her father - but Edmiston said it wasn'’t
sufficient to communicate the truth.

“Of everything that has been said today
about my daddy’s character, his love and his

greatness - take that, multiply it by

100, and yet the half has not been

told,” she said. “And when he stepped

over into glory, although it left a hole

in my heart the size of the Grand

Canyon, we are comforted

to know that our loss is

Heaven’s gain.”

The two-hour

also included a eulogy from
Rogers’ son, David, who said he
learned from his father generosity, a
love for God’s Word, acceptance of
others and courage.

“I've learned what it means to take

service

a stand when the easiest thing was to
stay quiet,” he said.

Other speakers included James
Whitmire and Bob Sorrell, who served on staff
with Rogers for years; longtime friends Joe
Boatwright and Peter Lord; pastors Jerry Vines
and Ken Whitten; and James Dobson, founder of
Focus on the Family.

Vines, pastor of First Baptist Church in
Jacksonville, said he would miss Rogers’ preach-
ing and acknowledged his own loss.

“Who could not but grieve? Who could have a
dry eye over the loss of this good and faithful
man?” Vines said. “The Bible says we're to sor-
row not as those who have no hope, but it does
not say we are to sorrow not. Our Christian
faith does not dehumanize us.”

Crediting Rogers with influencing many,
Vines said to “pray that a double portion of
Adrian Rogers’ spirit shall be upon us all.”

“Adrian Rogers acknowledged
leader,” Vines continued. “He led by the godli-
ness of his character, the Christ-likeness of his
behavior and the power of his spirit-filled life.”

Ken Whitten, pastor of Idlewild Baptist
Church in Tampa, and a former minister on
staff at Bellevue Baptist, said, like many, he
looked to Rogers for leadership.

“His life was as much like the Lord Jesus Christ
to me as any man I've ever met. I loved Adrian
Rogers, maybe at times too much, because his
voice in my life always sounded like God’s voice,”
Whitten said. “I'm sure there were moments in
his life he didn't act like Jesus Christ, but [ never
saw any. He spoke like Jesus. He lived like Jesus.

He even died at

was our

three o’clock like
Jesus.”
Whitten
Rogers made him
feel “safe” as a pas-
tor. “He spoke with
authority and his
authority was the
inspired, inerrant,
infallible Word of
God. Hardly a night
would go by that he
would not meditate on a verse or a passage of
Scripture before he went to bed. He taught us to
love God’s Word and preach God’s Word,”
Whitten said. “Others adore and idolize ath-
letes. My hero was Adrian Rogers.”

Although no one can tell Rogers how much he is
appreciated any longer, people can honor Rogers
by “imitating his character, honoring his convic-
tions and heeding his counsel,” Whitten said.

said

“Lastly I'd like to say to Dr. Rogers, thank you
for letting me be on your staff” Whitten con-
cluded. “I am not only better for it, the entire
Whitten family is better, [and] Idlewild Church
and the city of Tampa are far better off tonight
because of your life. I love you. I will miss you.

See MEMOR|AL, Page 16
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m Peggy and Cecil Seagle (center and right) caught up with
long-time friend Tony Beam, director of the Christian Worldview
Center of North Greenville (S.C.) University, in the corridor after
the Tuesday afternoon session of the Southern Baptist
Convention. Seagle is director of the Missions Division of the

Florida Baptist Convention. Photo by Carolyn Nichols
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The sculpture was created by O’Brien, a bivocational pastor from Wyoming, and funded by Fryer and Samuelson, two

Southern Baptist businessmen from Atlanta. O’Brien said he sought to capture both the man and his message.
“This is certainly about Dr. Graham, but it is also about the Gospel and that is what I want it to portray and I hope

that comes across strongly and profoundly because we are about preaching the Gospel..." he said. “I have tried to bring

the Gospel to the forefront in this sculpture and pay trib-
ute to a man who has dedicated his life to preaching all
over the world without compromise. So this has been a
great privilege for me.”

Welch, who is pastor of First Baptist Church in Daytona
Beach, said the memorial to Graham’s ministry and message
should serve as an inspiration for ministers young and old.

“If an older pastor were to wonder how he should go out
of the Gospel ministry, he should look at that statue,” Welch
said. “[Go] with the Word in your hand, preaching the cross,
your mouth open, letting Jesus be known to the world.

“If there is ever a young pastor [who] wondered, ‘What
route shall I take for my whole ministry? Take a look at
that statue. Go the whole way with the Word of God as the
inerrant truth, with the cross of Calvary as your message
and with your mouth open preaching the Lord Jesus. That's
exactly what this man [Graham] would do.”

m Bobby Welch, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention (left), and Will Graham, grandson of Billy
Graham, watch as a sculpture honoring the world-renowned

evangelist is unveiled. BP photo by Jonathan Blair

The late Adrian Rogers continues to inspire

m Jimmy Draper, retired president of LifeWay
Christian Resources, prays for Joyce Rogers, widow
of Adrian Rogers, the late pastor of Bellevue Baptist
Church in Cordova, Tenn., during the Past
Presidents Memorial June 13 atthe Southern Baptist
Convention annual meeting in Greensboro, N.C.

Adrian Rogers was president of the Southern Baptist
Convention in 1979,1986 and 1987. He was honored
with separate personal and video tributes June 12 and
13 at the Greenshoro Coliseum, during the SBC
Pastors’ Conference and, then, the annual meeting.

The first video tribute showed Rogers in various
stages of his 33-year pulpit ministry at the Memphis
church. The video ended with Rogers stating in his
distinctively deep voice, “the burning ambition in my
heart is to finish well.” The second video tribute
came from past SBC presidents.

Joyce Rogers was particularly moved with emotion on the second night as the past presidents
special keepsake chest. “Thank you so much for your loving tribute,” she said. “He loved you all’

'th

presented he
Wl " 3

He and 1

married 54 years. “He was a man of deep integrity and purity,” she said. “He was a faithful man. He was faitEt*~

God, to me, his wife, to his children, his family, and the larger body of Christ.... He wanted to be faithful *

put that on his grave marker.”

She stood with her four children, Ste%hen, Gayle, David and Janice, and read a dpoem bF Janice thatt m
ven thougﬁ he’s dead, he still speaks, and we're [i

the distinguished pastor finished well.

we still miss him.” .
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Evangelistic Conference Will Hear
Crusade Challenge from Brazilian

Widely known Baptist preacher* from the United State* and one
from South America are scheduled to appear on the program of the

annual

Florida Baptiit Evangelistic Conference which meet* with the

First Baptist Church in Orlando next week

The conference, under the direc-
lion of Secretary of Evangelism
Paul A. Meigs, will open with a
session Tuesday evening, January
10, at 7:00 o’clock. On Wednesday
and Thursday, January 11 and 12,
there will be morning, afternoon
and evening sessions.

Guest speakers from outside
Florida are: Rubens Lopes, pastor

of Vila Mariana Baptist Church.
Sao Paulo Brazil, and former presi-
dent of the Brazilian Baptist Con-
vention; William E. Hull, associate
professor of New Testament Inter-
pretation. Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville. Ky.;
C. F. Autrey, director. Division of
Evangelism. SBC Home Mission
Board: Charles B. Howard, teacher
emeritus, Campbell College. Buies
Creek. N. C.; W. A. Criswell, pas-
tor, First Baptist Church. Dallas.
Texas.

Directing the congregational sing-
ing will be W Hines Sims, secre-
tary. Church Music Department.
Baptist Sunday School Board. Nash-
ville. Tenn. Featured soloist will be
Miss Joe Ann Shelton, director of
Program Music. SBC Radio and
Television Commission. Fort Worth,
Texas.

Florida Baptist preachers sched-
uled to appear on the program for
messages will be: James H. Wright,
Jr. of Pensacola. Douglas Watterson
of Vero Beach. Robert L. Hughes
of Pensacola. Edgar R. Cooper of
Orlando. Hugh Beasley of Cocoa.
C. Roy Angell of Miami. Carroll U.
Kendrick. Jr. of Neptune Beach.

C. L Autrey
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A. P. Minshew of Fort Myers,
Adrian P. Rogers of Merritt Island,
John L. Pelham of Palatka, and
J. W. Oppcrt of Jacksonville.
Florida pastors presiding at the
day sessions will be: Carl Howell
of Jacksonville, Carl Houston of
Clearwater. J. Harvey Saunders of
Bartow, and Hankins F. Parker of
Miami Springs. Secretary Meigs will
preside al the evening sessions.
NOTB: Read Dr. Meigs' Evangelism
Department column on page 12.

Crusade of Americas
Day of Prayer Slated

MEXICO CITY (BP>—A plea
for Baptists throughout North,
South and Central America to de-
vote a day of prayer for a 1969
Baptist hemispheric-wide evangelis-
tic effort was issued here during a
meeting of the Directory Council of
the Crusade of Americas.

Date suggested for the day of
prayer was Sunday. Jan. 8. 1967.
and the second Sunday in January
in 1968 and 1969.

The call to prayer was issued by
Reubens Lopes, president of the
Crusade of Americas organization
and pastor from Sao Paulo. Brazil.

In other major action, the Direc-
tory Council, which functions as the
executive committee of the crusade
organization, adopted a $94,000
budget for its central Coordinating
Committee.

The budget, which will be con-
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Offering’s namesake encouraged, cajoled
Florida Baptists toward their God-given mission

and John Maguire

In the early 1950’s John Maguire, in his role as executive
secretary-treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention, stopped
by a small church in Fellsmere to meet the young student pastor.

Impressed with the young Floridian, Maguire wrote about
him in his weekly column in the Florida Baptist Witness.

A decade later the young pastor was called to serve the First
Baptist Church of Merritt Island. In his column, Maguire again
praised the young man and his abilities to lead the congregation.

That young pastor was Adrian Rogers, who now serves
as pastor of the 27,000-member Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphis, Tenn., and has served three times as president of
the 14-million member Southern Baptist Convention.

“It was so neat that John Maguire would talk to a college
boy and encourage me and later write about it," said Rogers.
"You know how that encouraged me."

Rogers recalled that Maguire often used the term
“Favored Florida” when he spoke of the challenges facing
Florida Baptists. “He was always pushing, always charging. He
would always speak to people about the state of Florida and
about the opportunity and responsibility the people of Florida
have,” Rogers added.

A passion for God’s mission and a passion for God's
people characterized the visionary leadership John Maguire

provided to Florida Baptists. Under his leadership Florida Baptists

experienced unparalleled growth. During his 23-year tenure—
from 1945-67—the number of cooperating churches in the
convention increased to 1,426 from 826. Church membership
grew to more than 600,000 from 184,140, and Cooperative
Program receipts increased to $3.7 million from $422,123.

When Maguire assumed his leadership post, one-fourth
of the 826 Florida Baptist churches gave nothing to any mission
cause. Before he retired, every church was giving something
to missions.

The Maguire State Mission Offering, which benefits 20
Florida Baptist ministries, is named for John Maguire and his
wife Clyde, who mentored and motivated Baptist women in
the state.

“Florida" said John Maguire before
his death in 1987, “is the
greatest mission field
anywhere in the United
States...and unless Florida
Baptists arise to the
occasion of reaching
these lost people, we
are going backwards,

instead of forward. “

John Maquire befriended Memphis
pastorAdrian Rodgers when the
young man served his first church.
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Adrian Rogers

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Adrian Pierce Rogers (September 12, 1931 - November 15, 2005) served three

terms as president of the Southern Baptist Convention (1979-1980 and
1986-1988). He was also a Southern Baptist pastor whose church services aired

on television, and a conservative author.!'l

Rogers was bom in West Palm Beach, Florida. He entered Christian ministry at
the age ofnineteen. He graduated from Stetson University in DeLand, Florida,
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Rogers was ordained by
Northwood Baptist Church (now known as The Village Baptist Church) in West
Palm Beach. His first job as a senior pastor was at Fellsmere Baptist Church, a
small congregation in Fellsmere, Florida. He performed his first baptism in the
C-54 Canal near Fellsmere. He was senior pastor of First Baptist Church in
Merritt Island, Florida from 1964 to 1972. In 1972, he became the senior pastor
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee, where he remained until
March 2005. During this period, the church's membership grew from 9,000 to
29,000, and the church moved into a new, megachurch facility.!ll Rogers was

named pastor emeritus after his retirement in March 2005.

Rogers was instrumental in the Southern Baptist denomination's shift towards
the right that began in the late 1970s, as he was elected president of the
denomination during a theological controversy within the denomination known
as the Southern Baptist Convention Conservative resurgence.

He published eighteen books and his works are featured on the internationally
available radio and television program, Love Worth Finding, which is broadcast
in English and Spanish.1'l Rogers was also the founder ofthe Adrian Rogers
Pastor Training Institute for ministers, which is currently headed by his widow,
two sons, and a granddaughter.

In November 2005, Rogers contracted pneumonia ofboth lungs as a
complication ofcolon cancer treatments, and died following a period of
mechanical ventilation at the age of seventy-four.
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Adrian Rogers

Adrian Rogers

September 12, 1931

West Palm Beach, Florida, United
States

November 15, 2005 (aged 74)
Memphis, Tennessee, United States

Nationality American

Occupation Pastor, Author, President of'the

Southern Baptist Convention
Southern Baptist
Joyce Rogers

Love Worth Finding Ministries -
LWF.org (http://www.lwf.org/)

- Adrian Rogers Pastor Training
Institute
(http://www.pastortraining.com)

Rogers served three times as president ofthe Southern Baptist Convention, the largest American Evangelical denomination with

16 million members. He was first elected to this post in 1979 on a platform ofbiblical inerrancy, and under his leadership, the

denomination shifted to a theologically conservative stance. Soon liberal and moderate seminary professors were dismissed. All

employees of SBC seminaries and the national office were required to affirm their adherence to the Baptist Faith and Message.

The denomination has remained conservative since Rogers' tenure as president.

Rogers's election as SBC president at the 1979 convention held in Houston, Texas, launched the Conservative resurgence in the
denomination, a movement pushed by the theologian Paige Patterson and the Houston judge Paul Pressler. In 2004, in a
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ssmposium at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, Pressler said that the real movers in the
Conservative resurgence who elected Rogers and the subsequent presidents were not he and Patterson but the independent-minded
laypersons who came for years to the annual conventions to be heard.!2|

On politics and social issues

Like many influential conservative pastors, Rogers participated in the advancement of'a conservative political agenda in the
United States. He stated that Christians have a duty to be involved in government, and that it is a sin for a Christian to abstain from
voting in an election.

Familial dynamics was a recurrent issue for Rogers. He focused most closely on fathers that he labeled "drop-out dads." According
to Rogers, since the Bible emphasizes the paternal role in a family, the father should be the primary source ofteaching in the
home. He was critical of fathers who do not fulfill this role: "We have dads today that are interested in sports, business, and sex.
They've forgotten their God-given assignments to teach the Ten Commandments [4] (http://www.leaderu.com/common
/adrianrogers.html)." He went on to say that social problems, such as gun violence, are the consequences of fathers avoiding this
responsibility.

On the topic ofpastoral endorsement ofpolitical candidates, he wrote that it is a pastor's duty to influence the political decisions of
the members ofthe pastor's congregation. A pastor need not, however, endorse a specific candidate (and, under Internal Revenue
Service regulations, a church could lose its tax-exempt status for doing so). He wrote that"[i]f [a pastor] has done his job his
members will prayerfully and correctly use the standard of God's Word to select the right candidate."[5]

(http ://www.christianity.com/partner/Article Display Page/0,,PTID319326%7CCHID629244%7CCIID1662852,00.html)

In May 2003, Rogers, along with twenty-four other religious leaders and persons of influence, signed a letter sent from Gary
Bauer's conservative organization American Values to President George W. Bush. The letter criticizes President Bush's proposed
Road Map for Peace initiative as being too lax towards the Palestinians. The letter states in part, "Mr. President, it would be
morally reprehensible for the United States to be 'evenhanded' beFween democratic Israel.. . and the terrorist infested Palestinian

infrastructure." [6] (http://www.ouramericanvalues.org/press_release_article.php?id=27)

Cecil Sherman writes in his autobiography that he once questioned Rogers about biblical inerrancy with reference to New
Testament passages that seem to support slavery. Sherman reports that Rogers replied: "I believe slavery is a much maligned
institution; if we had slavery today, we would not have this welfare mess."!3!14! Though Rogers later signed up to a revised Baptist

Faith and Message to the effect that all races are equal before the Lord.!5!!6!

Rogers was an adamant supporter ofthe pro-life movement, had stated that the institution of capital punishment is spiritually
ordained, and (along with other Southern Baptists) supported a boycott of Disney because ofthe company's perceived promotion
ofhomosexuality.[7] (http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/amResolution.asp?ID=435).

As a traditional Baptist, he opposed the use ofalcohol and tobacco, frequently telling stories to warn of'their dangers. One
particular story tells ofa father who learned that his daughter had died while driving drunk, vowed revenge towards whoever had
sold her the alcohol, only to discover that she had taken the bottle from his own liquor cabinet.

"You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."

This quote appears frequently!7!!8!!9! on the Internet and is often attributed to Dr. Rogers with an incorrect date of 1931. In fact, the
quotation is part ofa longer sermon by Dr. Rogers' from 1984 in a larger series titled Gods Way to Health, Wealth and Wisdom
(CDA107)J10! but it also appears as a passage in Dr. Rogers' 1996 work Ten Secretsfor a Successful Family complaining that "by
and large our young people do not know either the importance or the value ofhonest labor".!11]

Rogers did not originate the quote at all. In fact, he did not claim to have originated it. Instead, he was citing almost verbatim a bit
of'anti-Soviet propaganda that had circulated in many magazines in the early 1960's.t 12! The quote appeared before that in the

Congressional Record of 1958, where they were appended to the record by congressman Bruce Alger.!13! Alger had borrowed the
words from Gerald L. K. Smith, who had written them first in his magazine, The Cross and the Flag.!14! Since the quote was

attributed to Rogers in 2009, it has been regularly attributed to him; however, Rogers was essentially quoting Smith at the time.
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Pastor Rogers Continues to Recover
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Pastor Rogers Continues to
Recover

Pastor Rogers continues to recuperate well. Doctors
believe his recovery will be complete and expect that he
will feel even better than before the surgery.

Pastor underwent successful quadruple bypass surgery on
March 16 after a routine exam the day before discovered
cardiovascular blockages. No heart damage had occurred,
and Dr. Rogers did not experience a heart attack or other
symptoms.

His stay in the hospital has produced some amazing

experiences. Dr. Rogers led a young man to Christ who

was also undergoing heart treatment. As Pastor shared the Gospel with him, God performed a
spiritual heart transplant as the young man awaited treatment for his physical heart.

Doctors want Pastor to be fully recuperated before he returns and estimate he may be back in six to
eight weeks. Praise the Lord for allowing the surgery and recovery to go so well and please continue
to pray for Pastor Rogers as he recuperates and looks forward to being back in the pulpit soon. He
sends his love and appreciation to all that have expressed concern and offered prayers for him.
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Summary
Main Entry: Adrian Rogers Collection

Date Span: 1979-1988

Abstract: Collection contains files related to Adrian Rogers’ tenure as president of the
Southern Baptist Convention from 1979 to 1980 and 1986 to 1988. It includes
information related to a variety of SBC agencies, including the Executive Committee,
Sunday School Board, Home Mission Board, and Foreign Mission Board.

Size: 3 linear ft. (7 document boxes)
Collection #: AR 691

Biographical Sketch

Southern Baptist minister and denominational leader. A two-time president ofthe
Southern Baptist Convention, Adrian Rogers was bom in West Palm Beach, Florida in
1931. Upon graduating from high school, Rogers received a bachelor’s degree from
Stetson University. While a freshman there, he married his childhood sweetheart, Joyce
Gentry. The couple had four children. Rogers went on to obtain degrees in theology from
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Trinity College.

Rogers spent his early pastoral career ministering to two churches in Florida - Parkview
Baptist Church (Fort Pierce, Fla.) and Merritt Island Baptist Church. In 1972, Rogers
became pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. Over the next thirty-
two years, Bellevue’s congregation grew from 8,700 to nearly 29,000. As minister to one
of'the premiere Baptist churches, Rogers traveled extensively as an evangelist and Bible
teacher. In 1987, Rogers formed Love Worth Finding Ministries, a radio and television
ministry that broadcasts to more than 150 countries.

At the 1979 annual meeting ofthe Southern Baptist Convention, Adrian Rogers was
elected as convention president. Rogers’ election paved the way for the Conservative
Resurgence, a movement to change the leadership within the denomination’s seminaries
and other entities. The movement was concerned with theological and political liberalism
within the seminaries and agencies ofthe SBC. Following Rogers’ first term as president,
subsequent elections were hotly contested affairs between conservatives and moderates.
Rogers and his successors vowed to nominate candidates who believed in the inerrancy
and infallibility ofthe Bible. He returned to lead the convention in 1986 and 1987. In



addition, he served on the committee to review and revise the Baptist Faith and Message
at the 2000 annual meeting ofthe convention.

Adrian Rogers retired as pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church on March 6, 2005. Shortly
after his retirement. Rogers was diagnosed with colon cancer. He died November 15,
2005.

Scope and Content Note

The Adrian Rogers Collection (3 linear ft.) consists of correspondence, minutes,
clippings, notes, and programs. The material chronicles Adrian Rogers’ two terms as
president ofthe Southern Baptist Convention. The collection focuses on relations
between various Southern Baptist Convention agencies, including the Executive
Committee, Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board, and Sunday School Board.
The correspondence consists of congratulatory letters and letters relating to events in
Southern Baptist life.

The major topics and issues included in the papers are: missions, the Cooperative
Program, finance, budgets, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, and the
expansion ofthe Sunday School Board facilities.

Arrangement
The collection is arranged in two sections: Presidential files for 1979 to 1980 and
Presidential files for 1986 to 1988. The files are arranged alphabetically in each section.

Provenance
Donated by Adrian Rogers, 1989.

Preferred Citation
Adrian Rogers Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville.
Tennessee.

Access Restrictions
None

Subject Terms

Rogers, Adrian, 1931 - 2005.

Southern Baptist Convention.

Southern Baptist Convention - Presidents.

Southern Baptist Convention. Executive Committee.
Southern Baptist Convention. Foreign Mission Board.
Southern Baptist Convention. Home Mission Board.
Southern Baptist Convention — History - 20th century.
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Related Materials
Southern Baptist Convention Press Kit Collection, AR 375
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September 9,1931—
Elerted: 1979,1986,1987

< Zeminary training could never have prepared Adrian Rogers for the pain he
and his wife were about to experience after graduating from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. Called to a church in Ft. Pierce, Florida, the Rogers family
included three children: Steve, Gayle, and Philip. In fact, Philip was only two
months old when they settled into the new parsonage. That first Mother’s Day
began as Rogers preached on the blessings of a Christian home. Rogers remem-
bered what happened after that:
Joyce was out in the kitchen preparing our lunch after the service.
And I was in the living room reading. Suddenly | heard her distraught
voice. “Adrian! Come here quickly! Something is wrong with Philip.”
[ leaped to my feet. She had our baby boy in her arms. He was not
breathing. His face had a blue cast to it.
“What's wrong?” she cried.
“I don’t know. You call the hospital and tell them I'm coming.”
I put our little boy inside my coat to keep him warm. With eyes
blinded by tears, I screeched out of our driveway and sped to the hos-
pital emergency room. “Please help me,” I cried to a waiting nurse as
[ burst through the heavy double entrance doors to the hospital. Kind
hands took Philip and rushed him to a nearby room. [ knelt outside
the emergency room door and prayed for God’s mercy, not caring who
saw me or what they might think.
After a while, an attending doctor came out of the room and
walked over to me. He laid his hand upon my shoulder and shook his
head. “He’s gone. There was nothing we could do. We tried.”
It was one of those sudden “crib deaths.”
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Joyce was standing in the doorway ol our house when [ returned
alone. The look on my face told the story. Mother's Day had turned
into a day of incredible grief and confusion for us. The tragedy was so
sudden and so stark. We did the only thing we knew to do. We knelt

and called out to the Lord for help.|
Nearly forty-five years later, Adrian and Joyce Rogers have ministered to countleiss
parents who have lost young ones. Reminding Christians that suffering is an inte-
gral part of the Christian walk, he explains, “And if He has healed you, remember
that your scars may be your greatest ministry!”)

Adrian Pierce Rogers was born on September 9, 1931, in West Palm Beach,
Florida. The third child bom to Arden and Rose Rogers, Adrian grew up in the
heart of the Great Depression. Though his mother was a Christian, she was private
in her faith and did not express her beliefs to her son. Adrian earned the reputa-
tion of a troublemaker and school-yard brawler. One evening when Adrian was
fourteen years old, someone invited the Rogers family to a revival crusade at the
Northwood Baptist Church. That night Arden Rogers stepped out during the invi-
tation and accepted Christ as his Savior. Adrian was convicted himself, and when
his father took that step of faith, he too came forward to receive Christ into his life.
They were both baptized shortly thereafter.

Still Rogers did not find complete peace. He continued in his old ways of street
Fighting. Furthermore, though Rogers had made a public profession of faith, he
jegan doubting the validity of his salvation. He admitted that he knew little of this
jrace he received and was not counseled sufficiently the night of his conversion.
Vfiter two years of doubting his salvation, Rogers settled it once and for all. He
itated:

[ remember stopping one night on the corner of 39th St. and

Calvin Avenue in West Palm Beach after I had walked my girlfriend

home from church. I stopped and prayed, looked straight up into the

sky and I said, “God I don't know whether I am lost and the Holy

Spirit has me under conviction, or whether I am saved and the devil

is trying to make me doubt it, but I am going to get it settled tonight

and once and for all, now and forever, I trust You as my personal

Lord and Savior. IfI have done it already I still am saved but if|

haven't I am saved tonight. | don't look for a sign, I don't ask for

feeling; you promised to save me by your grace and I stand in that

and that settles it it's done. Thank You.” From that time on [ have

had the assurance and I really believed I was saved when I went for-

ward there. But I got that cleared up and then I began to pray about

God’s will for my life. [In] my middle year in high school I felt God

calling me to preach.}
ogers, sure of his relationship with God, accepted the call to the ministry and
jgan to preach immediately. While in high school Rogers preached his first
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sermon in the same church where he was saved, baptized, and later on, ordained
and married. Ilis first sermon, “I Dare You,” used the life of Daniel to charge the
congregation to be bold in their witness. The sermon lasted only fifteen minutes,
though Rogers felt he had exhausted the entire Bible.

Rogers desired training for the ministry and enrolled in the Southern Baptist-
supported Stetson University located in his home state of Florida. The university
gave Rogers both a football and ministerial scholarship. But Rogers forsook the
football scholarship after his first year and accepted his first pastorate at the First
Baptist Church of Fellsmere, Florida, a rural church in a town of six hundred
people.

Also during his college years Rogers married his childhood sweetheart, Joyce
Lewis Gentry. As he jokingly says, “I met Joyce in the fourth grade but didn't get
serious until the sixth grade.” Joyce was faithfully by his side during Rogers’s most
important decisions as an adolescent. She was present when he accepted Christ
and was baptized. She was at the Ridgecrest Conference Center in North Carolina
when Adrian came forward to accept the call to preach. She was a cheerleader
when Adrian played football at Palm Beach High School. In 1951, the two were
married.

In 1954, after graduating with his bachelor of arts in religion, Rogers, his wife,
and their firstborn, Steve, moved to New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary,
where he received his bachelor of divinity. By the time ofhis graduation, the Rogers
family had two more additions, Gayle and Philip. Sadly, young Philip died before
his first birthday, a result of crib death. The Rogers were devastated by the sudden
tragedy and leaned completely on the mercies of God. In time they had one more
son, David, who is now a missionary in Spain.

In 1964, after faithfully serving the Parkview Baptist Church in Fort Pierce,
Florida, for six years, Rogers accepted the invitation to pastor Merritt Island Baptist
Church, home of the nation’s space center. Over the next eight years, Rogers led
the church in enormous growth, increasing the Sunday school from three hundred
to nearly two thousand. Rogers was thoroughly content in this ministry, but a per-
sistent pulpit committee from the historic Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis,
Tennessee, led in the past by Baptist stalwarts R. G. Lee and Ramsey Pollard, con-
vinced Rogers to accept their offer to become the new pastor.

In 1972, Rogers began his ministry at Bellevue Baptist Church, a relationship
that has now spanned three decades. At the time of his arrival, Bellevue was in a
state of decline. The Sunday school had decreased from twenty-seven hundred to
less than thirteen hundred. The auditorium, which would seat three thousand, was
only half full on Sunday mornings.

The church grew so quickly that Rogers found himself preaching three times
each Sunday morning due to the limited capacity of the auditorium. The church relo-
cated to its present four-hundred-acre location and built a new auditorium that was
nearly three times as large as the old auditorium. Today Sunday school attendance



164 \ The Sacred Trust

has reached a historic high of more than ten thousand, with total membership sur-
passing twenty-eight thousand. Furthermore, Bellevue illustrates love for the lost
around the world, giving more than four million dollars annually to missionary
causes. Rogers himself has visited a number of countries, including Korea, Romania,
and Nicaragua. Many of the members also go on short- and long-term mission trips.

In 1979, messengers gathered in Houston, Texas, and elected Rogers president
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Though electing a conservative as president
was far from unprecedented, Rogers was the first conservative who planned to
implement necessary changes in the Southern Baptist Convention agencies
through the nomination process. He promised to submit for consideration only the
names of those who believed the Bible was the infallible and inerrant Word of God
and in turn would also only nominate for other committees those who would stand
for the total inspiration of Scripture. These nominations then filtered down to the
seminaries and agencies, returning the Convention to its conservative roots.

With his election in Houston, Rogers in many ways was the forefather of the
Conservative Resurgence. Rogers served honorably for the next year but declined
to run for reelection due to time constraints within his church and family. But in
1986, Rogers was once again elected as president of the Convention, serving in this
capacity for the next two years. Perhaps Rogers's greatest contribution to Southern
Baptists was in serving as chairman of the Baptist Faith and Message Committee
formed in 1999 by the Convention president Paige Patterson. The committee
worked diligently, as Rogers clarified the purpose of the committee:

We reviewed the confessional history of our denomination and con-
sidered the challenges faced by the Baptists of this generation. We

were guided by the rich heritage embodied in the 1925 and 1963 edi-

tions of the Baptist Faith and Message. We have sought to retain all

the strengths of that noble heritage, to clarify the truths there

expressed, and to address the needs of our own times.4
In 2000, the messengers of the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Orlando,
Florida, overwhelmingly approved of the confession, reaffirming Southern Baptist
heritage.

Indeed, this vote also solidified the legacy of Rogers in standing for the “total
truthfulness and trustworthiness of the Bible.” Today Rogers remains one of the
premier pastors in the country. His media ministry, Love Worth Finding, has been
broadcast worldwide for more than fifteen years. Adrian Rogers combines the
unique qualities of standing for the integrity of the Word of God while living with
integrity through the Word of God.
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