
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering’s namesake encouraged, cajoled 
Florida Baptists toward their God-given mission

4^

and John Maguire

In the early 1950’s John Maguire, in his role as executive 

secretary-treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention, stopped 

by a small church in Fellsmere to meet the young student pastor.

Impressed with the young Floridian, Maguire wrote about 

him in his weekly column in the Florida Baptist Witness.

A decade later the young pastor was called to serve the First 

Baptist Church of Merritt Island. In his column, Maguire again 

praised the young man and his abilities to lead the congregation.

That young pastor was Adrian Rogers, who now serves 

as pastor of the 27,000-member Bellevue Baptist Church in 

Memphis, Tenn., and has served three times as president of 

the 14-million member Southern Baptist Convention.

“It was so neat that John Maguire would talk to a college 

boy and encourage me and later write about it," said Rogers. 

"You know how that encouraged me."

Rogers recalled that Maguire often used the term 

“Favored Florida” when he spoke of the challenges facing 

Florida Baptists. “He was always pushing, always charging. He 

would always speak to people about the state of Florida and 

about the opportunity and responsibility the people of Florida 

have,” Rogers added.

A passion for God’s mission and a passion for God's 

people characterized the visionary leadership John Maguire 

provided to Florida Baptists. Under his leadership Florida Baptists

experienced unparalleled growth. During his 23-year tenure— 

from 1945-67—the number of cooperating churches in the 

convention increased to 1,426 from 826. Church membership 

grew to more than 600,000 from 184,140, and Cooperative 

Program receipts increased to $3.7 million from $422,123.

When Maguire assumed his leadership post, one-fourth 

of the 826 Florida Baptist churches gave nothing to any mission 

cause. Before he retired, every church was giving something 

to missions.

The Maguire State Mission Offering, which benefits 20 

Florida Baptist ministries, is named for John Maguire and his 

wife Clyde, who mentored and motivated Baptist women in 

the state.

“Florida" said John Maguire before 

his death in 1987, “is the 

greatest mission field 

anywhere in the United 

States...and unless Florida 

Baptists arise to the 

occasion of reaching 

these lost people, we 

are going backwards, 

instead of forward. “

John Maquire befriended Memphis 
pastor Adrian Rodgers when the 
young man served his first church.
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Adrian Rogers
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Adrian Pierce Rogers (September 12, 1931 - November 15, 2005) served three 
terms as president of the Southern Baptist Convention (1979-1980 and 
1986-1988). He was also a Southern Baptist pastor whose church services aired 
on television, and a conservative author.!'1

Rogers was bom in West Palm Beach, Florida. He entered Christian ministry at 
the age of nineteen. He graduated from Stetson University in DeLand, Florida, 
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Rogers was ordained by 
Northwood Baptist Church (now known as The Village Baptist Church) in West 
Palm Beach. His first job as a senior pastor was at Fellsmere Baptist Church, a 
small congregation in Fellsmere, Florida. He performed his first baptism in the 
C-54 Canal near Fellsmere. He was senior pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Merritt Island, Florida from 1964 to 1972. In 1972, he became the senior pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee, where he remained until 
March 2005. During this period, the church's membership grew from 9,000 to 
29,000, and the church moved into a new, megachurch facility.!11 Rogers was 
named pastor emeritus after his retirement in March 2005.

Rogers was instrumental in the Southern Baptist denomination's shift towards 
the right that began in the late 1970s, as he was elected president of the 
denomination during a theological controversy within the denomination known 
as the Southern Baptist Convention Conservative resurgence.

He published eighteen books and his works are featured on the internationally 
available radio and television program, Love Worth Finding, which is broadcast 
in English and Spanish. 1'1 Rogers was also the founder of the Adrian Rogers 
Pastor Training Institute for ministers, which is currently headed by his widow, 
two sons, and a granddaughter.

In November 2005, Rogers contracted pneumonia of both lungs as a 
complication of colon cancer treatments, and died following a period of 
mechanical ventilation at the age of seventy-four.

Adrian Rogers

Adrian Rogers

Born September 12, 1931
West Palm Beach, Florida, United
States

Died November 15, 2005 (aged 74)
Memphis, Tennessee, United States

Nationality American

Occupation Pastor, Author, President of the
Southern Baptist Convention

Religion Southern Baptist

Spouse(s) Joyce Rogers

Website Love Worth Finding Ministries - 
LWF.org (http://www.lwf.org/)
- Adrian Rogers Pastor Training 
Institute
(http://www.pastortraining.com)

Contents

■ 1 Southern Baptist Convention presidency
■ 2 On politics and social issues

■ 2.1 "You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."
■ 3 Selected works
■ 4 See also
■ 5 Notes
■ 6 External links

Southern Baptist Convention presidency

Rogers served three times as president of the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest American Evangelical denomination with 
16 million members. He was first elected to this post in 1979 on a platform of biblical inerrancy, and under his leadership, the 
denomination shifted to a theologically conservative stance. Soon liberal and moderate seminary professors were dismissed. All 
employees of SBC seminaries and the national office were required to affirm their adherence to the Baptist Faith and Message. 
The denomination has remained conservative since Rogers' tenure as president.

Rogers's election as SBC president at the 1979 convention held in Houston, Texas, launched the Conservative resurgence in the 
denomination, a movement pushed by the theologian Paige Patterson and the Houston judge Paul Pressler. In 2004, in a
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ssmposium at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, Pressler said that the real movers in the 
Conservative resurgence who elected Rogers and the subsequent presidents were not he and Patterson but the independent-minded 
laypersons who came for years to the annual conventions to be heard.!21

On politics and social issues

Like many influential conservative pastors, Rogers participated in the advancement of a conservative political agenda in the 
United States. He stated that Christians have a duty to be involved in government, and that it is a sin for a Christian to abstain from 
voting in an election.

Familial dynamics was a recurrent issue for Rogers. He focused most closely on fathers that he labeled "drop-out dads." According 
to Rogers, since the Bible emphasizes the paternal role in a family, the father should be the primary source of teaching in the 
home. He was critical of fathers who do not fulfill this role: "We have dads today that are interested in sports, business, and sex. 
They've forgotten their God-given assignments to teach the Ten Commandments [4] (http://www.leaderu.com/common 
/adrianrogers.html)." He went on to say that social problems, such as gun violence, are the consequences of fathers avoiding this 
responsibility.

On the topic of pastoral endorsement of political candidates, he wrote that it is a pastor's duty to influence the political decisions of 
the members of the pastor's congregation. A pastor need not, however, endorse a specific candidate (and, under Internal Revenue 
Service regulations, a church could lose its tax-exempt status for doing so). He wrote that" [i]f [a pastor] has done his job his 
members will prayerfully and correctly use the standard of God's Word to select the right candidate."[5]
(http ://www.christianity.com/partner/Article_Display_Page/0„PTID319326%7CCHID629244%7CCIIDl 662852,OO.html)

In May 2003, Rogers, along with twenty-four other religious leaders and persons of influence, signed a letter sent from Gary 
Bauer's conservative organization American Values to President George W. Bush. The letter criticizes President Bush's proposed 
Road Map for Peace initiative as being too lax towards the Palestinians. The letter states in part, "Mr. President, it would be 
morally reprehensible for the United States to be 'evenhanded' beFween democratic Israel.. . and the terrorist infested Palestinian 
infrastructure." [6] (http://www.ouramericanvalues.org/press_release_article.php?id=27)

Cecil Sherman writes in his autobiography that he once questioned Rogers about biblical inerrancy with reference to New 
Testament passages that seem to support slavery. Sherman reports that Rogers replied: "I believe slavery is a much maligned 
institution; if we had slavery today, we would not have this welfare mess."!3!!4! Though Rogers later signed up to a revised Baptist 
Faith and Message to the effect that all races are equal before the Lord.!5!!6!

Rogers was an adamant supporter of the pro-life movement, had stated that the institution of capital punishment is spiritually 
ordained, and (along with other Southern Baptists) supported a boycott of Disney because of the company's perceived promotion 
of homosexuality.[7] (http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/amResolution.asp?ID=435).

As a traditional Baptist, he opposed the use of alcohol and tobacco, frequently telling stories to warn of their dangers. One 
particular story tells of a father who learned that his daughter had died while driving drunk, vowed revenge towards whoever had 
sold her the alcohol, only to discover that she had taken the bottle from his own liquor cabinet.

"You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."

This quote appears frequently!7!!8!!9! on the Internet and is often attributed to Dr. Rogers with an incorrect date of 1931. In fact, the 
quotation is part of a longer sermon by Dr. Rogers' from 1984 in a larger series titled God’s Way to Health, Wealth and Wisdom 
(CDA107)Jl0l but it also appears as a passage in Dr. Rogers' 1996 work Ten Secrets for a Successful Family complaining that "by 
and large our young people do not know either the importance or the value of honest labor".!11]

Rogers did not originate the quote at all. In fact, he did not claim to have originated it. Instead, he was citing almost verbatim a bit 
of anti-Soviet propaganda that had circulated in many magazines in the early 1960's.t 12! The quote appeared before that in the 
Congressional Record of 1958, where they were appended to the record by congressman Bruce Alger.!13! Alger had borrowed the 
words from Gerald L. K. Smith, who had written them first in his magazine, The Cross and the Flag.!14! Since the quote was 
attributed to Rogers in 2009, it has been regularly attributed to him; however, Rogers was essentially quoting Smith at the time.

Selected works

■ Believe in Miracles but Trust in Jesus
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■ Mastering Your Emotions
■ God's Way to Health. Wealth and Wisdom
■ The Power of His Presence
■ Ten Secrets for a Successful Family
■ Unveiling the End Times in Our Time
■ The Incredible Power of Kingdom A uthority
■ What Every Christian Ought to Know
■ Standing for Light and Truth
■ Adrianisms (posthumous collection of quotes)
■ Grace for the Widow (posthumous collection of unpublished material in appendix; book is written by his wife Joyce, to be 

published January 2009)

See also

■ Southern Baptist Convention
■ List of Southern Baptist Convention affiliated people
■ Southern Baptist Convention Presidents
■ Southern Baptist Convention conservative resurgence

Notes
1. "About Adrian Rogers" (http://www.lwf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=abt_AboutAdrianRogers). Love Worth Finding Ministries. 2010.
2. "Jeff Robinson, Pressler: Conservative resuigence was grassroots movement, March 30, 2004" (http://www.bpnews.net 

/bpnews.asp?id=l 7956). Baptist Ptess News. Retrieved September 30, 2013.
3. Sherman, Cecil E. (2008). By My Own Reckoning (http://books.google.conYbooks?id=ThtH61 plkl kC). Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys 

Publishing, Inc. p. 189. ISEN 1-57312-506-7.
4. Edward T. Babinski, ed., Leaving the Fold: Testimonies of Former Fundamentalists (N.Y.: Prometheus Books, 1995) ISBN 

1-59102-217-7 p. 125 See [1] (http://www.infidels.org/library/modem/ed_babinski/experience.html )
5. The Telegraph,"Adrian Rogers" (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1503347/Airian-Rogers.html), Telegraph Media Group 

Limited 2012>, November 19, 2005. Retrieved 2012-09-16.
6. Founders Journal, Issue 30, 1997. pp. 25-26.
7. “You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it.” (http://todaysfreshrranna.wordpress.eom/2009/07/17/you-cannot-rrultiply-wealth- 

by-dividing-it) blog posting by 'Em Burt.
8. Adrian Rogers on Free Lunches (http://www.independent.oig/blog/?p=528) blog posting by The Independeit Institute.
9. Google Search results (http://www.google.com/search?h]=en&q=%22You+don%27t+multiply+wealth+by+dividing+it%22) for the exact 

phrase most often quoted.
10. "Financial Quote from Adrian Rogers" (http://www.lwf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=lis_quote). Love Wirth Finding Ministries. 2010.
11. Rogers, Adrian (1996). Ten Secrets for a Successful Family (http://books.google.com'books?id=TY6-XkzaS4sC). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, p. 138. ISBN 1-58134-033-8.
12. Google Books currently lists ten such books aid magazines
13. [2] (https://books.google.com,books?id=V8LjR7eP8DEC&q=%22you+cannot+multiply+wealth%22& 

dq=%22you+cannot+multiply+wealth%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCUQ6AEwAjgKahUKEwiYm_n-koPlAhXDoD4KHe5JDGg) Google 
books entry showing the famous line

14. [3] (https://books.google.conYbooks?id=fg5bAAAAMAAJ&q=%22you+cannot+multiply+wealth%22& 
dq=%22you+cannot+multiply+wealth%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CC8Q6AEwBDgKahUKEwiYm_n-koPLAhXDoD4KBe5JDGg), 
Google books entry showing the Cross and the Flag quote

External links

■ Ouramericanvalues.org (http://www.ouramericanvalues.org/press_release_article.php?id=051903)
■ Commercial Appeal article (http://www.commercialappeal.com/mca/local_news/article

/0,1426,MC A4373600510.00.html)
■ It Takes God to Make a Home (http://www.leaderu.com/common/adrianrogers.html)
■ The Uniqueness of Christian Experience (http://www.infidels.org/library/modem/ed_babinski/experience.html)
■ Baptist Faith and Message 2000 (http://churches.net/churches/utmiss/Faithmessage/Faithmessage.html)
■ Video Broadcasts (http://lightsource.com/ministry/love_worth_finding/)
■ Adrian Rogers (http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid= 12352109) at Find a Grave
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I II I LL1 VIII: came that we may
HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY.

Pastor Rogers Continues to
Recover
Pastor Rogers continues to recuperate well. Doctors 
believe his recovery will be complete and expect that he 
will feel even better than before the surgery.

Pastor underwent successful quadruple bypass surgery on 
March 16 after a routine exam the day before discovered 
cardiovascular blockages. No heart damage had occurred, 
and Dr. Rogers did not experience a heart attack or other 
symptoms.

His stay in the hospital has produced some amazing 
experiences. Dr. Rogers led a young man to Christ who
was also undergoing heart treatment. As Pastor shared the Gospel with him, God performed a 
spiritual heart transplant as the young man awaited treatment for his physical heart.

Doctors want Pastor to be fully recuperated before he returns and estimate he may be back in six to 
eight weeks. Praise the Lord for allowing the surgery and recovery to go so well and please continue 
to pray for Pastor Rogers as he recuperates and looks forward to being back in the pulpit soon. He 
sends his love and appreciation to all that have expressed concern and offered prayers for him.
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Rev. Rogers and His

Island in the Sun
Adrian Pierce Rogers is pastor of the largest 

congregation in Brevard County, the Firs' Baptist Church of 
Merritt Island. In this article, he discusses his pressures and 
pleasures as administrator of the 3.500-member church.

O
h Sunday's] the.dress and manner are 

a little subdued. Not TOO subdued, 
but the red pants and checkered coat have been 

pul aside for something a little more con­
ventional.

II is perfect church weather, perfect church 
weather being too windy for fishing and too nice 
to stay inside.

He plays the perfect host, being grateful that 
you came by and pleased everyone seems so 
healthy and wouldn’t It be nice if everyone had 
remembered to bring a friend.

There is a little reminder here about that.
"Never. NEVER come Io church without in­

viting someone. Get to know the people around 
von If you are new here, fill out a visitor card 

and we'll send a welcome letter later. Now 
how about everyone singing.”

And saints be praised, they stand up as one, 
twelve or fifteen hundred people, from teeny- 
boppers to grandmothers, and they sing.

The name of the man leading all those people, 
is Adrian Pierce fingers, as handsome and 
dynamic a pastor as any Hollywood casting 
agency could ask for

The place that Adrian Rogers built as much as 
any single man, is a million-dollar sprawling 
complexity known as the First Baptist Church of 
Merrill Island.

You shouldn't have had to ask, really. The two 
are synonymous.
If the world is REALLY going to hell, as some 

say. Adrian Rogers' place must be the last 
-efugee. insulated from crime and vice and other 
contemporary evils.
Everyone DOES seem healthy and happy.

By John McAleenan

singing along with Mr. Rogers, and while one 
may find some argument with the fun­
damentalist Southern Baptist philosophy, with 
its strict literal translation of the Bible and 
mixed generously with an evangelistic fervor — 
you cannot argue with success.

And success shrouds the First Baptist Church 
of Merritt Island like icing on a cake.

It has not become a success without Its critics, 
some who are simply jealous, others who find 
distasteful the relentless evangelism that Rogers 
is so good al.
If Rogers is bothered by this criticism, it is not 

evident, mostly because he is too busy being 
guide, prophet, pastor and administrator to what 
is easily the largest church complex in the 
county, and certainly one of lhe largest in the 
state.

"Selling and packaging religion? Sure. I'll do 
whatever is honest and legitimate to gel people 
into the church. I have no apology for that." The 
issue is pul to rest.

Getting people into lhe church, saving their 
souls and collecting just a little of their money, Is 
very much a fact of life al the First Baptist 
Church of Merrill Island.

The Lord's work costs money, and in Roger's 
case, he is responsible for coming up will) 
exactly $8,188.40 EVERY week just to pay the 
bills. That's break-even money.

The 1972 budget is into lhe six figures, $425,795 
to be exact. Rond retirement and mortgage 
payments account for the greatest portion of that 
—$169,010 a year - or about $3,100 of lhe $8,000 
plus needed each week.

Nobody gets rich in salaries, Rogers being the

highest paid a' »!«.« » >'“r, =
provided by lhe church rent free, someUlo 
lhe $50 000 class, lhe mileage >s aken can 
and occasionally lhere is a m«W speaking 
Solel'ssav maybe»eareU king abou SE; 
year which, when you think about it. d< 
seem a high price for someone running a 
million dollar a year church

What all that money does each year is. 
lake a deep breath:

Bible conference and Sunday schools 
missionaries of one stripe or another pa 
through. Choirs, nurseries, a library', sauna; 
and Brevard’s smallest bowling alley. A 
roller skating, snack bars, music i 
ceramics, wrestling and volley ball. Even I 
lessons. Pot luck suppers. FREE sloppy Jo 
kindergarten classes The kindergart 
proclaimed as "the best in Brevard.”

Rogers Is understandably proud of al 
pointing out repeatedly that If you arc go 
provide services, you have to have the n 
"My feeling is the bigger we are, the 
economical we can do things.Look, there is 
single institution in Brevard, church or i 
wise, that draws more people to it, mort 
sistenlly thnn we do.'

Statistics aside, let’s look al lhe man for 
moment. Brevard mod-ish would certainly 
an accurate fashion description. Everyth! 
order, shoes shined, quite impeccable. • 
hair, dark eyes, an engaging, demanding kl 
smile. You feel sort of uneasy not smiling 
One would not imagine him with his hair rrtl

Contfl
■J'll do whatever Io honest and legitimate to get people into the church.’ Rev. Rogers says.

Photos by Greg Leary
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10 ---------------------------------- September 16, 2004 • Florida Baptist Witness

Adrian Rogers announces retirement from Bellevue
By MICHAEL FOUST
Baptist PressCORDOVA, Tenn. (BP)-Adrian Rogers, who helped lead the Southern Baptist Convention back to its biblical, histori­cal roots, announced his retirement as pastor of the Memphis-area Bellevue Baptist Church Sept. 12.Rogers’ retirement is effective next spring, although a specific date has not yet been given. The goal is to have a new pastor in place when Rogers leaves. Making the announcement on his 73rd birthday, Rogers read a letter to the church, which has some 27,000 members.“Now comes a time that we all knew would come when I should announce my retirement as pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church,” Rogers said in the statement that has since been posted on the church website. “Nevertheless, 

1 will not retire from the ministry until 1 draw my last breath.”Health, Rogers said, “is not a factor” in the decision. He had triple bypass heart surgery March 16.“I thank God for my recov­ery and growing vitality and hope for many good years ahead,” Rogers said.Rogers is a native of West Palm Beach who served as pastor of Parkview Baptist Church in Fort Pierce and First Baptist Church of Mer­ritt Island before being called to Bellevue in 1972.Ken Whitten, pastor of Tampa’s Idlewild Baptist Church, told Florida 
Baptist Witness that he had “mixed emotions” about Rogers’ retirement. While “saddened” for Bellvue, he is “elated” for Rogers and his wife “who have labored, sacrificed, shepherded

ROGERS

and ministered” for 34 years.“Dr. Adrian Rogers is my spiritual father in the ministry, and one for whom 1 will always be grateful that I was given the privi­lege of serving un­der his godly leadership for eight years. All that I know about leader­ship, preaching, vision, and integri­ty, 1 learned at his feet He will always be my pastor, counselor and friend. There are literally thousands of pastors who would make that same confes­sion,” Whitten told the Witness.“When 1 think of where we would be as a Southern Baptist denomination without Adrian Rogers, I shudder,” Whitten added. “For such a time as this, God raised up a giant in our midst to 

turn an entire denomination back to its roots, moorings and foundation of believing the inspired, infallible and inerrant Word of God. I believe that when history is written, we will all know that was his greatest mark.”Upon retirement, Rogers said he plans on continuing the Love Worth Finding radio and television ministry. He also plans on ministering through the recently established Adrian Rogers Pastor Training Institute and teaching at Mid America Baptist Theological Seminary. He will continue attending Bellevue Baptist.“These and other opportunities will keep me challenged and busy,” Rogers said. “I also plan to spend more quality time with my family.”Rogers was called as pastor of Belle­vue Baptist in 1972, succeeding Ram­sey Pollard, who had served as pastor since I960. The church became a 

prominent SBC congregation under the leadership of R.G. Lee, who served as pastor from 1927 to I960.Rogers’ election as president of the Southern Baptist Convention in 1979 helped spark what is known as the con­servative resurgence-a period in which the denomination returned to its histor­ical, orthodox roots and a commitment to biblical inerrancy. After choosing not to run for re election in 1980, Rogers was elected president again in 1986 and 1987. A conservative has won the presi­dency every year since 1979-In 1999-2000 Rogers served as chair­man of the Baptist Faith and Message Study Committee, which revised South­ern Baptists’ statement of belief by clarifying the denomination’s core doctrines. It was adopted by the 2000 SBC annual meeting in Orlando. 
[Florida Baptist Witness contributed 
to this story.]
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in 1975,1 was amazed by his preaching ability, .. So I called and made an appointment and then in Bartlesville, where he was preaching a revival Silvers. I was in awe. The warmth of his person- :, a young preacher, encouraged me. I soaked up teen in the presence of a man of God.Saptist Church in Daytona Beach, who currently hair still uncombed, barefoot and in his undershirt e he was... the already legendary, Dr. Adrian Rogers! ik the words publicly that would fire one of the e an unprecedented and historical victory in the them Baptist Convention.I was sitting there on the edge of his hotel bed ragement to become the pastor of the First Baptist who had driven his pastor, Bob Mowery, to thisRogers had taken time out of his intense and nd very ordinary and inexperienced guy like me. agement has stayed with me throughout all these o be accessible to others on their journey for Jesus.” 
dine to: www.FloridaBaptistWitness.com and look

be in everlasting remembrance.” bp photo by Morris Abernathy

Thousands say goodbye to Adrian Rogers ‘til heavenCORDOVA, Tenn. (BP)-A golden, 8-foot shep­herd’s staff leaned against the casket.Inside, next to the body of Adrian Rogers, was an open Bible - his Bible. He had scribbled notes in the margins. He had highlighted vers­es, including Psalm 112:1-6, which concludes: “Surely he shall not be moved forever: The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.”Thousands at Bellevue Baptist Church in sub­urban Memphis, Tenn., gathered Nov. 17 to remember Rogers - their pastor, their fam­ily member, their mentor, their friend. Rogers died Nov. 15 at age 74 after a struggle with cancer and dou­ble pneumonia.In March, masses packed Bellevue to celebrate the life and ministry of Rogers, who retired after serving the church as pastor for 32 years. Thursday evening, just eight months later, they returned - this time to say goodbye.Throughout the service, speakers recalled Rogers’ loving adoration of his family, his kind­ness and his sense of humor. They remembered Rogers as a man who refused to compromise God’s Word, who preached it unashamedly and who desired more than anything to see lost people “come to Jesus.”“He was my hero, my knight in shining armor, who was always there to slay my drag­ons,” said Janice Edmiston, Rogers’ daughter. “My comforter through the hardest of times. My counselor whose words were a deep well of wis­dom that I could draw freely from.”Edmiston spoke of the love between Rogers and his wife Joyce, “one of the greatest love sto­ries this world has ever known.” Rogers never dated another girl. He often said that he and Joyce met in the fourth grade but didn’t get seri­ous until the sixth grade.Edmiston also recalled her father’s conta­gious positive spirit, and his ability to put a 

positive spin on everything - even the cancer that would eventually claim his life.“This is good for me,” Edmiston recalled her father saying about the cancer. “It’s given me something to focus on, kind of like a hobby.”Her emotional eulogy was her “tell-all” story about her father - but Edmiston said it wasn’t sufficient to communicate the truth.“Of everything that has been said today about my daddy’s character, his love and his greatness - take that, multiply it by 100, and yet the half has not been told,” she said. “And when he stepped over into glory, although it left a hole in my heart the size of the Grand Canyon, we are comforted to know that our loss isHeaven’s gain.”The two-hour service also included a eulogy fromRogers’ son, David, who said he learned from his father generosity, a love for God’s Word, acceptance of others and courage.“I’ve learned what it means to take a stand when the easiest thing was to stay quiet,” he said.Other speakers included JamesWhitmire and Bob Sorrell, who served on staff with Rogers for years; longtime friends Joe Boatwright and Peter Lord; pastors Jerry Vines and Ken Whitten; and James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family.Vines, pastor of First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, said he would miss Rogers’ preach­ing and acknowledged his own loss.“Who could not but grieve? Who could have a dry eye over the loss of this good and faithful man?” Vines said. “The Bible says we’re to sor­row not as those who have no hope, but it does not say we are to sorrow not. Our Christian faith does not dehumanize us.”Crediting Rogers with influencing many, Vines said to “pray that a double portion of Adrian Rogers’ spirit shall be upon us all.”

“Adrian Rogers was our acknowledged leader,” Vines continued. “He led by the godli­ness of his character, the Christ-likeness of his behavior and the power of his spirit-filled life.”Ken Whitten, pastor of Idlewild Baptist Church in Tampa, and a former minister on staff at Bellevue Baptist, said, like many, he looked to Rogers for leadership.“His life was as much like the Lord Jesus Christ to me as any man I’ve ever met. I loved Adrian Rogers, maybe at times too much, because his voice in my life always sounded like God’s voice,” Whitten said. “I’m sure there were moments in his life he didn’t act like Jesus Christ, but I never saw any. He spoke like Jesus. He lived like Jesus.He even died at three o’clock like Jesus.”Whitten said Rogers made him feel “safe” as a pas­tor. “He spoke with authority and his authority was the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God. Hardly a night would go by that he would not meditate on a verse or a passage of Scripture before he went to bed. He taught us to love God’s Word and preach God’s Word,” Whitten said. “Others adore and idolize ath­letes. My hero was Adrian Rogers.”Although no one can tell Rogers how much he is appreciated any longer, people can honor Rogers by “imitating his character, honoring his convic­tions and heeding his counsel,” Whitten said.“Lastly I’d like to say to Dr. Rogers, thank you for letting me be on your staff,” Whitten con­cluded. “I am not only better for it, the entire Whitten family is better, [and] Idlewild Church and the city of Tampa are far better off tonight because of your life. I love you. I will miss you.
See MEMORIAL, Page 16
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Carolyn Nichols

■ Peggy and Cecil Seagle (center and right) caught up with 
long-time friend Tony Beam, director of the Christian Worldview 
Center of North Greenville (S.C.) University, in the corridor after 
the Tuesday afternoon session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Seagle is director of the Missions Division of the 
Florida Baptist Convention. Photo by Carolyn Nichols

the Gospel to the forefront in this sculpture and pay trib­ute to a man who has dedicated his life to preaching all over the world without compromise. So this has been a great privilege for me.”Welch, who is pastor of First Baptist Church in Daytona Beach, said the memorial to Graham’s ministry and message should serve as an inspiration for ministers young and old.“If an older pastor were to wonder how he should go out of the Gospel ministry, he should look at that statue,” Welch said. “[Go] with the Word in your hand, preaching the cross, your mouth open, letting Jesus be known to the world.“If there is ever a young pastor [who] wondered, ‘What route shall I take for my whole ministry?’ Take a look at that statue. Go the whole way with the Word of God as the inerrant truth, with the cross of Calvary as your message and with your mouth open preaching the Lord Jesus. That’s exactly what this man [Graham] would do.”
■ Bobby Welch, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (left), and Will Graham, grandson of Billy 
Graham, watch as a sculpture honoring the world-renowned 
evangelist is unveiled. BP photo by Jonathan Blair
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The late Adrian Rogers continues to inspire
■ Jimmy Draper, retired president of LifeWay 
Christian Resources, prays for Joyce Rogers, widow 
of Adrian Rogers, the late pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Cordova, Tenn., during the Past 
Presidents Memorial June 13 at the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in Greensboro, N.C.

Adrian Rogers was president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1979,1986 and 1987. He was honored 
with separate personal and video tributes June 12 and 
13 at the Greensboro Coliseum, during the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference and, then, the annual meeting.

The first video tribute showed Rogers in various 
stages of his 33-year pulpit ministry at the Memphis 
church. The video ended with Rogers stating in his 
distinctively deep voice, “the burning ambition in my 
heart is to finish well.” The second video tribute 
came from past SBC presidents.

Joyce Rogers was particularly moved with emotion on the second night as the past presidents presented he ’th 
special keepsake chest. “Thank you so much for your loving tribute,” she said. “He loved you all ” He and .1 W' " 3 
married 54 years. “He was a man of deep integrity and purity,” she said. “He was a faithful man. He was faitEt*^ 
God, to me, his wife, to his children, his family, and the larger body of Christ.... He wanted to be faithful * 10 hls
put that on his grave marker.” Ul 10 the end- We

She stood with her four children, Stephen, Gayle, David and Janice, and read a poem by Janice that t m
the distinguished pastor finished well. “Even though he’s dead, he still speaks, and we’re listenino ” nJ° ° 3 • how 
we still miss him.” a’ n aPer said-“And

r oUZ JL Bp Photo by Matt Miller
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Evangelistic Conference Will Hear 
Crusade Challenge from Brazilian

Widely known Baptist preacher* from the United State* and one 
from South America are scheduled to appear on the program of the 
annual Florida Baptiit Evangelistic Conference which meet* with the 
First Baptist Church in Orlando next week

The conference, under the direc- -------------------------------------------------------
lion of Secretary of Evangelism 
Paul A. Meigs, will open with a 
session Tuesday evening, January 
10, at 7:00 o’clock. On Wednesday 
and Thursday, January 11 and 12, 
there will be morning, afternoon 
and evening sessions.

Guest speakers from outside 
Florida are: Rubens Lopes, pastor 

of Vila Mariana Baptist Church. 
Sao Paulo Brazil, and former presi­
dent of the Brazilian Baptist Con­
vention; William E. Hull, associate 
professor of New Testament Inter­
pretation. Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Louisville. Ky.; 
C. F. Autrey, director. Division of 
Evangelism. SBC Home Mission 
Board: Charles B. Howard, teacher 
emeritus, Campbell College. Buies 
Creek. N. C.; W. A. Criswell, pas­
tor, First Baptist Church. Dallas. 
Texas.

Directing the congregational sing­
ing will be W Hines Sims, secre­
tary. Church Music Department. 
Baptist Sunday School Board. Nash­
ville. Tenn. Featured soloist will be 
Miss Joe Ann Shelton, director of 
Program Music. SBC Radio and 
Television Commission. Fort Worth, 
Texas.

Florida Baptist preachers sched­
uled to appear on the program for 
messages will be: James H. Wright, 
Jr. of Pensacola. Douglas Watterson 
of Vero Beach. Robert L. Hughes 
of Pensacola. Edgar R. Cooper of 
Orlando. Hugh Beasley of Cocoa. 
C. Roy Angell of Miami. Carroll U. 
Kendrick. Jr. of Neptune Beach.

C. L Autrey Chartea B. Howard W. Hines Sima

A. P. Minshew of Fort Myers, 
Adrian P. Rogers of Merritt Island, 
John L. Pelham of Palatka, and 
J. W. Oppcrt of Jacksonville.

Florida pastors presiding at the 
day sessions will be: Carl Howell 
of Jacksonville, Carl Houston of 
Clearwater. J. Harvey Saunders of 
Bartow, and Hankins F. Parker of 
Miami Springs. Secretary Meigs will 
preside al the evening sessions. 
Notb : Read Dr. Meigs' Evangelism 
Department column on page 12.

Crusade of Americas 
Day of Prayer Slated

MEXICO CITY (BP> —A plea 
for Baptists throughout North, 
South and Central America to de­
vote a day of prayer for a 1969 
Baptist hemispheric-wide evangelis­
tic effort was issued here during a 
meeting of the Directory Council of 
the Crusade of Americas.

Date suggested for the day of 
prayer was Sunday. Jan. 8. 1967. 
and the second Sunday in January 
in 1968 and 1969.

The call to prayer was issued by 
Reubens Lopes, president of the 
Crusade of Americas organization 
and pastor from Sao Paulo. Brazil.

In other major action, the Direc­
tory Council, which functions as the 
executive committee of the crusade 
organization, adopted a $94,000 
budget for its central Coordinating 
Committee.

The budget, which will be con- 
(tonsituttd on gage 6J Joe Ann Shelton

ZMUEf? ' r ’
s. b. e. •

NASH'. n -i-i'
4

















 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



Penny
January 30, 1964



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering’s namesake encouraged, cajoled 
Florida Baptists toward their God-given mission

4^

and John Maguire

In the early 1950’s John Maguire, in his role as executive 

secretary-treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention, stopped 

by a small church in Fellsmere to meet the young student pastor.

Impressed with the young Floridian, Maguire wrote about 

him in his weekly column in the Florida Baptist Witness.

A decade later the young pastor was called to serve the First 

Baptist Church of Merritt Island. In his column, Maguire again 

praised the young man and his abilities to lead the congregation.

That young pastor was Adrian Rogers, who now serves 

as pastor of the 27,000-member Bellevue Baptist Church in 

Memphis, Tenn., and has served three times as president of 

the 14-million member Southern Baptist Convention.

“It was so neat that John Maguire would talk to a college 

boy and encourage me and later write about it," said Rogers. 

"You know how that encouraged me."

Rogers recalled that Maguire often used the term 

“Favored Florida” when he spoke of the challenges facing 

Florida Baptists. “He was always pushing, always charging. He 

would always speak to people about the state of Florida and 

about the opportunity and responsibility the people of Florida 

have,” Rogers added.

A passion for God’s mission and a passion for God's 

people characterized the visionary leadership John Maguire 

provided to Florida Baptists. Under his leadership Florida Baptists

experienced unparalleled growth. During his 23-year tenure— 

from 1945-67—the number of cooperating churches in the 

convention increased to 1,426 from 826. Church membership 

grew to more than 600,000 from 184,140, and Cooperative 

Program receipts increased to $3.7 million from $422,123.

When Maguire assumed his leadership post, one-fourth 

of the 826 Florida Baptist churches gave nothing to any mission 

cause. Before he retired, every church was giving something 

to missions.

The Maguire State Mission Offering, which benefits 20 

Florida Baptist ministries, is named for John Maguire and his 

wife Clyde, who mentored and motivated Baptist women in 

the state.

“Florida" said John Maguire before 

his death in 1987, “is the 

greatest mission field 

anywhere in the United 

States...and unless Florida 

Baptists arise to the 

occasion of reaching 

these lost people, we 

are going backwards, 

instead of forward. “

John Maquire befriended Memphis 
pastor Adrian Rodgers when the 
young man served his first church.
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Adrian Rogers
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Adrian Pierce Rogers (September 12, 1931 - November 15, 2005) served three 
terms as president of the Southern Baptist Convention (1979-1980 and 
1986-1988). He was also a Southern Baptist pastor whose church services aired 
on television, and a conservative author.!'1

Rogers was bom in West Palm Beach, Florida. He entered Christian ministry at 
the age of nineteen. He graduated from Stetson University in DeLand, Florida, 
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Rogers was ordained by 
Northwood Baptist Church (now known as The Village Baptist Church) in West 
Palm Beach. His first job as a senior pastor was at Fellsmere Baptist Church, a 
small congregation in Fellsmere, Florida. He performed his first baptism in the 
C-54 Canal near Fellsmere. He was senior pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Merritt Island, Florida from 1964 to 1972. In 1972, he became the senior pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee, where he remained until 
March 2005. During this period, the church's membership grew from 9,000 to 
29,000, and the church moved into a new, megachurch facility.!11 Rogers was 
named pastor emeritus after his retirement in March 2005.

Rogers was instrumental in the Southern Baptist denomination's shift towards 
the right that began in the late 1970s, as he was elected president of the 
denomination during a theological controversy within the denomination known 
as the Southern Baptist Convention Conservative resurgence.

He published eighteen books and his works are featured on the internationally 
available radio and television program, Love Worth Finding, which is broadcast 
in English and Spanish. 1'1 Rogers was also the founder of the Adrian Rogers 
Pastor Training Institute for ministers, which is currently headed by his widow, 
two sons, and a granddaughter.

In November 2005, Rogers contracted pneumonia of both lungs as a 
complication of colon cancer treatments, and died following a period of 
mechanical ventilation at the age of seventy-four.

Adrian Rogers

Adrian Rogers

Born September 12, 1931
West Palm Beach, Florida, United
States

Died November 15, 2005 (aged 74)
Memphis, Tennessee, United States

Nationality American

Occupation Pastor, Author, President of the
Southern Baptist Convention

Religion Southern Baptist

Spouse(s) Joyce Rogers

Website Love Worth Finding Ministries - 
LWF.org (http://www.lwf.org/)
- Adrian Rogers Pastor Training 
Institute
(http://www.pastortraining.com)

Contents

■ 1 Southern Baptist Convention presidency
■ 2 On politics and social issues

■ 2.1 "You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."
■ 3 Selected works
■ 4 See also
■ 5 Notes
■ 6 External links

Southern Baptist Convention presidency

Rogers served three times as president of the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest American Evangelical denomination with 
16 million members. He was first elected to this post in 1979 on a platform of biblical inerrancy, and under his leadership, the 
denomination shifted to a theologically conservative stance. Soon liberal and moderate seminary professors were dismissed. All 
employees of SBC seminaries and the national office were required to affirm their adherence to the Baptist Faith and Message. 
The denomination has remained conservative since Rogers' tenure as president.

Rogers's election as SBC president at the 1979 convention held in Houston, Texas, launched the Conservative resurgence in the 
denomination, a movement pushed by the theologian Paige Patterson and the Houston judge Paul Pressler. In 2004, in a
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ssmposium at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, Pressler said that the real movers in the 
Conservative resurgence who elected Rogers and the subsequent presidents were not he and Patterson but the independent-minded 
laypersons who came for years to the annual conventions to be heard.!21

On politics and social issues

Like many influential conservative pastors, Rogers participated in the advancement of a conservative political agenda in the 
United States. He stated that Christians have a duty to be involved in government, and that it is a sin for a Christian to abstain from 
voting in an election.

Familial dynamics was a recurrent issue for Rogers. He focused most closely on fathers that he labeled "drop-out dads." According 
to Rogers, since the Bible emphasizes the paternal role in a family, the father should be the primary source of teaching in the 
home. He was critical of fathers who do not fulfill this role: "We have dads today that are interested in sports, business, and sex. 
They've forgotten their God-given assignments to teach the Ten Commandments [4] (http://www.leaderu.com/common 
/adrianrogers.html)." He went on to say that social problems, such as gun violence, are the consequences of fathers avoiding this 
responsibility.

On the topic of pastoral endorsement of political candidates, he wrote that it is a pastor's duty to influence the political decisions of 
the members of the pastor's congregation. A pastor need not, however, endorse a specific candidate (and, under Internal Revenue 
Service regulations, a church could lose its tax-exempt status for doing so). He wrote that" [i]f [a pastor] has done his job his 
members will prayerfully and correctly use the standard of God's Word to select the right candidate."[5]
(http ://www.christianity.com/partner/Article_Display_Page/0„PTID319326%7CCHID629244%7CCIIDl 662852,OO.html)

In May 2003, Rogers, along with twenty-four other religious leaders and persons of influence, signed a letter sent from Gary 
Bauer's conservative organization American Values to President George W. Bush. The letter criticizes President Bush's proposed 
Road Map for Peace initiative as being too lax towards the Palestinians. The letter states in part, "Mr. President, it would be 
morally reprehensible for the United States to be 'evenhanded' beFween democratic Israel.. . and the terrorist infested Palestinian 
infrastructure." [6] (http://www.ouramericanvalues.org/press_release_article.php?id=27)

Cecil Sherman writes in his autobiography that he once questioned Rogers about biblical inerrancy with reference to New 
Testament passages that seem to support slavery. Sherman reports that Rogers replied: "I believe slavery is a much maligned 
institution; if we had slavery today, we would not have this welfare mess."!3!!4! Though Rogers later signed up to a revised Baptist 
Faith and Message to the effect that all races are equal before the Lord.!5!!6!

Rogers was an adamant supporter of the pro-life movement, had stated that the institution of capital punishment is spiritually 
ordained, and (along with other Southern Baptists) supported a boycott of Disney because of the company's perceived promotion 
of homosexuality.[7] (http://www.sbc.net/resolutions/amResolution.asp?ID=435).

As a traditional Baptist, he opposed the use of alcohol and tobacco, frequently telling stories to warn of their dangers. One 
particular story tells of a father who learned that his daughter had died while driving drunk, vowed revenge towards whoever had 
sold her the alcohol, only to discover that she had taken the bottle from his own liquor cabinet.

"You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."

This quote appears frequently!7!!8!!9! on the Internet and is often attributed to Dr. Rogers with an incorrect date of 1931. In fact, the 
quotation is part of a longer sermon by Dr. Rogers' from 1984 in a larger series titled God’s Way to Health, Wealth and Wisdom 
(CDA107)Jl0l but it also appears as a passage in Dr. Rogers' 1996 work Ten Secrets for a Successful Family complaining that "by 
and large our young people do not know either the importance or the value of honest labor".!11]

Rogers did not originate the quote at all. In fact, he did not claim to have originated it. Instead, he was citing almost verbatim a bit 
of anti-Soviet propaganda that had circulated in many magazines in the early 1960's.t 12! The quote appeared before that in the 
Congressional Record of 1958, where they were appended to the record by congressman Bruce Alger.!13! Alger had borrowed the 
words from Gerald L. K. Smith, who had written them first in his magazine, The Cross and the Flag.!14! Since the quote was 
attributed to Rogers in 2009, it has been regularly attributed to him; however, Rogers was essentially quoting Smith at the time.

Selected works

■ Believe in Miracles but Trust in Jesus
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■ Mastering Your Emotions
■ God's Way to Health. Wealth and Wisdom
■ The Power of His Presence
■ Ten Secrets for a Successful Family
■ Unveiling the End Times in Our Time
■ The Incredible Power of Kingdom A uthority
■ What Every Christian Ought to Know
■ Standing for Light and Truth
■ Adrianisms (posthumous collection of quotes)
■ Grace for the Widow (posthumous collection of unpublished material in appendix; book is written by his wife Joyce, to be 

published January 2009)

See also

■ Southern Baptist Convention
■ List of Southern Baptist Convention affiliated people
■ Southern Baptist Convention Presidents
■ Southern Baptist Convention conservative resurgence
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by-dividing-it) blog posting by 'Em Burt.
8. Adrian Rogers on Free Lunches (http://www.independent.oig/blog/?p=528) blog posting by The Independeit Institute.
9. Google Search results (http://www.google.com/search?h]=en&q=%22You+don%27t+multiply+wealth+by+dividing+it%22) for the exact 

phrase most often quoted.
10. "Financial Quote from Adrian Rogers" (http://www.lwf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=lis_quote). Love Wirth Finding Ministries. 2010.
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Books, p. 138. ISBN 1-58134-033-8.
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13. [2] (https://books.google.com,books?id=V8LjR7eP8DEC&q=%22you+cannot+multiply+wealth%22& 

dq=%22you+cannot+multiply+wealth%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCUQ6AEwAjgKahUKEwiYm_n-koPlAhXDoD4KHe5JDGg) Google 
books entry showing the famous line
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External links

■ Ouramericanvalues.org (http://www.ouramericanvalues.org/press_release_article.php?id=051903)
■ Commercial Appeal article (http://www.commercialappeal.com/mca/local_news/article

/0,1426,MC A4373600510.00.html)
■ It Takes God to Make a Home (http://www.leaderu.com/common/adrianrogers.html)
■ The Uniqueness of Christian Experience (http://www.infidels.org/library/modem/ed_babinski/experience.html)
■ Baptist Faith and Message 2000 (http://churches.net/churches/utmiss/Faithmessage/Faithmessage.html)
■ Video Broadcasts (http://lightsource.com/ministry/love_worth_finding/)
■ Adrian Rogers (http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid= 12352109) at Find a Grave
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I II I LL1 VIII: came that we may
HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY.

Pastor Rogers Continues to
Recover
Pastor Rogers continues to recuperate well. Doctors 
believe his recovery will be complete and expect that he 
will feel even better than before the surgery.

Pastor underwent successful quadruple bypass surgery on 
March 16 after a routine exam the day before discovered 
cardiovascular blockages. No heart damage had occurred, 
and Dr. Rogers did not experience a heart attack or other 
symptoms.

His stay in the hospital has produced some amazing 
experiences. Dr. Rogers led a young man to Christ who
was also undergoing heart treatment. As Pastor shared the Gospel with him, God performed a 
spiritual heart transplant as the young man awaited treatment for his physical heart.

Doctors want Pastor to be fully recuperated before he returns and estimate he may be back in six to 
eight weeks. Praise the Lord for allowing the surgery and recovery to go so well and please continue 
to pray for Pastor Rogers as he recuperates and looks forward to being back in the pulpit soon. He 
sends his love and appreciation to all that have expressed concern and offered prayers for him.
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Summary
Main Entry: Adrian Rogers Collection

Date Span: 1979-1988

Abstract: Collection contains files related to Adrian Rogers’ tenure as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention from 1979 to 1980 and 1986 to 1988. It includes 
information related to a variety of SBC agencies, including the Executive Committee, 
Sunday School Board, Home Mission Board, and Foreign Mission Board.

Size: 3 linear ft. (7 document boxes)

Collection #: AR 691

Biographical Sketch
Southern Baptist minister and denominational leader. A two-time president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Adrian Rogers was bom in West Palm Beach, Florida in 
1931. Upon graduating from high school, Rogers received a bachelor’s degree from 
Stetson University. While a freshman there, he married his childhood sweetheart, Joyce 
Gentry. The couple had four children. Rogers went on to obtain degrees in theology from 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Trinity College.

Rogers spent his early pastoral career ministering to two churches in Florida - Parkview 
Baptist Church (Fort Pierce, Fla.) and Merritt Island Baptist Church. In 1972, Rogers 
became pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. Over the next thirty- 
two years, Bellevue’s congregation grew from 8,700 to nearly 29,000. As minister to one 
of the premiere Baptist churches, Rogers traveled extensively as an evangelist and Bible 
teacher. In 1987, Rogers formed Love Worth Finding Ministries, a radio and television 
ministry that broadcasts to more than 150 countries.

At the 1979 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Adrian Rogers was 
elected as convention president. Rogers’ election paved the way for the Conservative 
Resurgence, a movement to change the leadership within the denomination’s seminaries 
and other entities. The movement was concerned with theological and political liberalism 
within the seminaries and agencies of the SBC. Following Rogers’ first term as president, 
subsequent elections were hotly contested affairs between conservatives and moderates. 
Rogers and his successors vowed to nominate candidates who believed in the inerrancy 
and infallibility of the Bible. He returned to lead the convention in 1986 and 1987. In 
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addition, he served on the committee to review and revise the Baptist Faith and Message 
at the 2000 annual meeting of the convention.

Adrian Rogers retired as pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church on March 6, 2005. Shortly 
after his retirement. Rogers was diagnosed with colon cancer. He died November 15, 
2005.

Scope and Content Note
The Adrian Rogers Collection (3 linear ft.) consists of correspondence, minutes, 
clippings, notes, and programs. The material chronicles Adrian Rogers’ two terms as 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention. The collection focuses on relations 
between various Southern Baptist Convention agencies, including the Executive 
Committee, Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board, and Sunday School Board. 
The correspondence consists of congratulatory letters and letters relating to events in 
Southern Baptist life.

The major topics and issues included in the papers are: missions, the Cooperative 
Program, finance, budgets, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, and the 
expansion of the Sunday School Board facilities.

Arrangement
The collection is arranged in two sections: Presidential files for 1979 to 1980 and 
Presidential files for 1986 to 1988. The files are arranged alphabetically in each section.

Provenance
Donated by Adrian Rogers, 1989.

Preferred Citation
Adrian Rogers Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville. 
Tennessee.

Access Restrictions
None

Subject Terms
Rogers, Adrian, 1931 - 2005.
Southern Baptist Convention.
Southern Baptist Convention - Presidents.
Southern Baptist Convention. Executive Committee.
Southern Baptist Convention. Foreign Mission Board.
Southern Baptist Convention. Home Mission Board.
Southern Baptist Convention - History - 20th century.
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.

Related Materials
Southern Baptist Convention Press Kit Collection, AR 375



Southern Baptist Convention Proceedings [videorecording], Rec60vt 1979 - 1980, 1986- 
1988
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1.10 Sunday School Board, 1980

B. Presidential Files, 1986 - 1988

1.11 Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 1987 - 1988
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Box 2

2.1 Committee Appointments, 1988
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2.3 Conference on Biblical Inerrancy, 1987
2.4 Conference on Biblical Interpretation, 1988
2.5 Correspondence - A, 1986 - 1988
2.6 Correspondence - B, 1986 - 1988
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Box 3
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September 9,1931—
Elerted: 1979,1986,1987

<_Zeminary training could never have prepared Adrian Rogers for the pain he 
and his wife were about to experience after graduating from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Called to a church in Ft. Pierce, Florida, the Rogers family 
included three children: Steve, Gayle, and Philip. In fact, Philip was only two 
months old when they settled into the new parsonage. That first Mother’s Day 
began as Rogers preached on the blessings of a Christian home. Rogers remem­
bered what happened after that:

Joyce was out in the kitchen preparing our lunch after the service.
And I was in the living room reading. Suddenly 1 heard her distraught 
voice. “Adrian! Come here quickly! Something is wrong with Philip.” 
I leaped to my feet. She had our baby boy in her arms. He was not 
breathing. His face had a blue cast to it.

“What’s wrong?” she cried.
“I don’t know. You call the hospital and tell them I’m coming.”
I put our little boy inside my coat to keep him warm. With eyes 

blinded by tears, I screeched out of our driveway and sped to the hos­
pital emergency room. “Please help me,” I cried to a waiting nurse as 
I burst through the heavy double entrance doors to the hospital. Kind 
hands took Philip and rushed him to a nearby room. I knelt outside 
the emergency room door and prayed for God’s mercy, not caring who 
saw me or what they might think.

After a while, an attending doctor came out of the room and 
walked over to me. He laid his hand upon my shoulder and shook his 
head. “He’s gone. There was nothing we could do. We tried.”

It was one of those sudden “crib deaths.”
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 Joyce was standing in the doorway ol our house when I returned 
alone. The look on my face told the story. Mother’s Day had turned 
into a day of incredible grief and confusion for us. The tragedy was so 
sudden and so stark. We did the only thing we knew to do. We knelt 
and called out to the Lord for help.1

Nearly forty-five years later, Adrian and Joyce Rogers have ministered to countlei 
parents who have lost young ones. Reminding Christians that suffering is an inte­
gral part of the Christian walk, he explains, “And if He has healed you, remember 
that your scars may be your greatest ministry!”2

Adrian Pierce Rogers was born on September 9, 1931, in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. The third child bom to Arden and Rose Rogers, Adrian grew up in the 
heart of the Great Depression. Though his mother was a Christian, she was private 
in her faith and did not express her beliefs to her son. Adrian earned the reputa­
tion of a troublemaker and school-yard brawler. One evening when Adrian was 
fourteen years old, someone invited the Rogers family to a revival crusade at the 
Northwood Baptist Church. That night Arden Rogers stepped out during the invi­
tation and accepted Christ as his Savior. Adrian was convicted himself, and when 
his father took that step of faith, he too came forward to receive Christ into his life. 
They were both baptized shortly thereafter.

Still Rogers did not find complete peace. He continued in his old ways of street 
Fighting. Furthermore, though Rogers had made a public profession of faith, he 
jegan doubting the validity of his salvation. He admitted that he knew little of this 
jrace he received and was not counseled sufficiently the night of his conversion. 
Vfter two years of doubting his salvation, Rogers settled it once and for all. He 
itated:

I remember stopping one night on the corner of 39th St. and 
Calvin Avenue in West Palm Beach after I had walked my girlfriend 
home from church. I stopped and prayed, looked straight up into the 
sky and I said, “God I don’t know whether I am lost and the Holy 
Spirit has me under conviction, or whether I am saved and the devil 
is trying to make me doubt it, but I am going to get it settled tonight 
and once and for all, now and forever, I trust You as my personal 
Lord and Savior. If I have done it already I still am saved but if I 
haven’t I am saved tonight. 1 don’t look for a sign, I don’t ask for 
feeling; you promised to save me by your grace and I stand in that 
and that settles it it’s done. Thank You.” From that time on I have 
had the assurance and I really believed I was saved when I went for­
ward there. But I got that cleared up and then I began to pray about 
God’s will for my life. [In] my middle year in high school I felt God 
calling me to preach.3

ogers, sure of his relationship with God, accepted the call to the ministry and 
jgan to preach immediately. While in high school Rogers preached his first 
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sermon in the same church where he was saved, baptized, and later on, ordained 
and married. Ilis first sermon, “I Dare You,” used the life of Daniel to charge the 
congregation to be bold in their witness. The sermon lasted only fifteen minutes, 
though Rogers felt he had exhausted the entire Bible.

Rogers desired training for the ministry and enrolled in the Southern Baptist- 
supported Stetson University located in his home state of Florida. The university 
gave Rogers both a football and ministerial scholarship. But Rogers forsook the 
football scholarship after his first year and accepted his first pastorate at the First 
Baptist Church of Fellsmere, Florida, a rural church in a town of six hundred 
people.

Also during his college years Rogers married his childhood sweetheart, Joyce 
Lewis Gentry. As he jokingly says, “I met Joyce in the fourth grade but didn’t get 
serious until the sixth grade.” Joyce was faithfully by his side during Rogers’s most 
important decisions as an adolescent. She was present when he accepted Christ 
and was baptized. She was at the Ridgecrest Conference Center in North Carolina 
when Adrian came forward to accept the call to preach. She was a cheerleader 
when Adrian played football at Palm Beach High School. In 1951, the two were 
married.

In 1954, after graduating with his bachelor of arts in religion, Rogers, his wife, 
and their firstborn, Steve, moved to New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
where he received his bachelor of divinity. By the time of his graduation, the Rogers 
family had two more additions, Gayle and Philip. Sadly, young Philip died before 
his first birthday, a result of crib death. The Rogers were devastated by the sudden 
tragedy and leaned completely on the mercies of God. In time they had one more 
son, David, who is now a missionary in Spain.

In 1964, after faithfully serving the Parkview Baptist Church in Fort Pierce, 
Florida, for six years, Rogers accepted the invitation to pastor Merritt Island Baptist 
Church, home of the nation’s space center. Over the next eight years, Rogers led 
the church in enormous growth, increasing the Sunday school from three hundred 
to nearly two thousand. Rogers was thoroughly content in this ministry, but a per­
sistent pulpit committee from the historic Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tennessee, led in the past by Baptist stalwarts R. G. Lee and Ramsey Pollard, con­
vinced Rogers to accept their offer to become the new pastor.

In 1972, Rogers began his ministry at Bellevue Baptist Church, a relationship 
that has now spanned three decades. At the time of his arrival, Bellevue was in a 
state of decline. The Sunday school had decreased from twenty-seven hundred to 
less than thirteen hundred. The auditorium, which would seat three thousand, was 
only half full on Sunday mornings.

The church grew so quickly that Rogers found himself preaching three times 
each Sunday morning due to the limited capacity of the auditorium. The church relo­
cated to its present four-hundred-acre location and built a new auditorium that was 
nearly three times as large as the old auditorium. Today Sunday school attendance
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has reached a historic high of more than ten thousand, with total membership sur­
passing twenty-eight thousand. Furthermore, Bellevue illustrates love for the lost 
around the world, giving more than four million dollars annually to missionary 
causes. Rogers himself has visited a number of countries, including Korea, Romania, 
and Nicaragua. Many of the members also go on short- and long-term mission trips.

In 1979, messengers gathered in Houston, Texas, and elected Rogers president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Though electing a conservative as president 
was far from unprecedented, Rogers was the first conservative who planned to 
implement necessary changes in the Southern Baptist Convention agencies 
through the nomination process. He promised to submit for consideration only the 
names of those who believed the Bible was the infallible and inerrant Word of God 
and in turn would also only nominate for other committees those who would stand 
for the total inspiration of Scripture. These nominations then filtered down to the 
seminaries and agencies, returning the Convention to its conservative roots.

With his election in Houston, Rogers in many ways was the forefather of the 
Conservative Resurgence. Rogers served honorably for the next year but declined 
to run for reelection due to time constraints within his church and family. But in 
1986, Rogers was once again elected as president of the Convention, serving in this 
capacity for the next two years. Perhaps Rogers’s greatest contribution to Southern 
Baptists was in serving as chairman of the Baptist Faith and Message Committee 
formed in 1999 by the Convention president Paige Patterson. The committee 
worked diligently, as Rogers clarified the purpose of the committee:

We reviewed the confessional history of our denomination and con­
sidered the challenges faced by the Baptists of this generation. We 
were guided by the rich heritage embodied in the 1925 and 1963 edi­
tions of the Baptist Faith and Message. We have sought to retain all 
the strengths of that noble heritage, to clarify the truths there 
expressed, and to address the needs of our own times.4

In 2000, the messengers of the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Orlando, 
Florida, overwhelmingly approved of the confession, reaffirming Southern Baptist 
heritage.

Indeed, this vote also solidified the legacy of Rogers in standing for the “total 
truthfulness and trustworthiness of the Bible.” Today Rogers remains one of the 
premier pastors in the country. His media ministry, Love Worth Finding, has been 
broadcast worldwide for more than fifteen years. Adrian Rogers combines the 
unique qualities of standing for the integrity of the Word of God while living with 
integrity through the Word of God.
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