
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MIAMI NEWS, Saturday. October 14. 1961 SA

Exiles Always Find
Church Door

By LOL'ISE LtYDEX 
wmim Ws—s BHina un»

The Rev. Daniel Rod­
riquez. Spanish pastor at 

Fla eier Street Baptist 

Church, sat in his office go­

ing over some records of re­
cent arrivals from Castros 
Cuba.

I

Suddenly three was a knock 
at the door and a youne 
Cuban woman entered and 
sat down at the desk across 
from him.

"What can I do for yea?" 
the minister asked.

"Mv babies need food and 
clotlung.'' she replied. "And 
beds to sleep in." she quick­
ly added. "Also their grand­
mother and I need help too 
We haven't a thing to our 
names "

The woman explained how 
she had sent the children 
and their grandmother out of 
Cuba and how she had stayed 
an tor a while hoping to get 
her husband out of prison. 
But when the Castro govern­
ment began demanding the 
death penalty for him. she 
herself had to flee to this 
country.

★ ★ ★

THE YOUNG minister, 
himself a Cuban refugee, set 
to work to gel the food, cloth­
ing and the baby beds for
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“V.v babies need food and cloth­
ing ... and beds to sleep in,” the young 
mother said. She told of her struggle 
to keep her family together in a strange 
land while her hatband awaits the death 
sentence in a Castro prison camp.

>7tr i.< only one in thousands who 
romp to our churches for help. Here — 
in the third of a series of articles on 
.Miami as a mission field — is how the 
church fulfills this rital function.
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the mother, who is trying to 
adjust to her new life de­

spite her worries about her 
husband.

This is only one of the 
many cases which come al­
most each day to the atten- 
bon of the pastor.

Everyone has problems, 
some more than others. bat 
Cuban refugees are weight­
ed down with them.

"One of the questions I'm 
most frequently asked." Res-. 
Rodriguei said, “it where 
can I get a job?' The Cu­
bans don't want to take hand­
outs. the want to pay their 
way. So we try to get jobs for 
them.

"Many of the people 
tending the church had 

porous businesses back in 
Cuba. But they lost every­
thing when Castro took over 
And they were not al­
lowed to bring out nut one 
suitcase. Consequently they 
need household goods and a 
place to live as well as 
food and clothing."

"tn the past we have 
helped families who were 
being resettled They don't 
need our help now. but oth­
ers have come in their 
place.”

★ * ★

WHILE PHYSICAL needs 
appear to be the most urgent 
especially with new arrivals, 
the refugees are desperately

purpose of the church,** 
Rev. Rodnguez, reminded, 
"to preach the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.

Spanish children attend 

Sunday school classes at 
Flagler Street Church right 
along with the EngLsh-speak- 
ing children, as they like to 
be with the children and at 
the same tune team to 
speak English.

With the adults it Is more 
difficult, so they attend 
classes in Spanish.

★ ★ ★

ALTHOl'GH THE Spanish 
church was just started Sept. 
1. the two classes — one ior 

men and one lor women — 
are well attended each Sun­
day.

The Spanish department 
is the newest branch nt 
Mission Service at the 
church. Fee a long while, 
Flagler Street Cherch has 
been rondnettng special 
aervicei In Ch!"" for the 
many Chinese residents of 
Use area.

On World-Wide Communion 
Sunday Oct. 1, members of 
the three departments took 
communion together with 
the three pastors, the Rev. 
James Copeland. Rev. Rod­
riquez and the Rev. Joseph 
Yim conducting the service 
in their respective languagesi



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SatM Dec, g, Ifl72

Group Moves
To New Church

THE MIAMI HERALD ID

A "farewell" service for 
the Spanish-language congre­
gation of the Flagler Street 
Baptist Church, 3501 W. 
Flagler St., will be held at 

pm. Sunday with the 
American and Chinese con­
gregations joining in.

The Spanish group, led by 
the Rev. Daniel Rodriouezi 
will be moving into their own 
new church, the Gethsemane 
Baptist Church at 53rd Ave. 
at NW Seventh St., next 
week. 4

••A Fort Myers (FU.) Newn-PreM, Thunvday, July 18, 1MT

A GROIP of Cuban refugees 
who ar? now members of th? 
Spanish Department of Flagler 
Baptist Church, Miami, acrom- 
panied their pastor, Rev. Daniel 
Rodriquez to Immokalee Friday 
where they visited Rev. Enrique 
Pina of the Baptist Spanish Mis­
sion. After a special meeting at 
the mission, the group held a pic­
nic at the Immokalee Park.

♦ • •



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

• THE .MIAMI NEWS. SiUinky, J«nu»ry 26, 1963 SA
★ ★ ★

NEWS OF Flagler Street Baptist Church's work among 
Spanish-speaking people has been ably told in a story. “You 
Can Preach. Reno.” in Home Missions, a magazine published 
by the Home Mission board of the Southern Baptist Convention

It center* around Renn Garcia, who was drafted Into 
preaching translated sermons to Spanish people.

When The Rev. Daniel Rodriquez a Cuban exile, took over 
the task of preaching, Reno continued to serve as Sunday school 
superintendent. *

+ + +

St?®!™ Beach Post-Timei. Saturday, February 14, 1976

The new building of the First 
Spanish Baptist Church of the First 
Baptist Church. 1101 S Flagler 
Drive, will be dedicated at 3 pm 
Sunday

Thr service will feature the Jubi­
lee Choir and the Coro Hispano di­
rected by Norma Sanchez Dr Jess 
Moody pastor of the Flagler Drive 
church will deliver the dedication 
sermon Translation will be by the 
Rev Darnel Itodnguez pastor of the 
GHhsemane Spanish Baptist Church 
Miami


